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ABSTRACT

THE CUT OF THE SCYTHE: A historical narrative of XIXth Pan2er Corps’ advance through the
Ardsnnes in May 1940, by Mejor Florian K. Rothbrust, USA, 272 peges.

This narrative recounts the operational history of XIXth Panzer Corps’' advance from 10 to 1S
May 1940. Its primary focus is directed at the oreakihrough at Sedan. The political and
military situations influencing the decision makers of the Garman Army General Staff and the
development of the campaign plan are analyzed in an attempt to provide an understanding for the
rationale of the mission, deployment, and employment of X|Xth Panzer Corps and its subordinate
units. A discussion of Field Marshal Erich von Manstein's recommendations snd operational
concapt clarifies his instrumental role in the development of the final campeign plan. Traffic
control, Special Operations Forcss, and innovative Asrial Resupply concepts are investigated for
their fusion into the Air Land Battle concept of this mobile warfare operation. This narrative

Y

s

,,?.j furnishes a complete account of the daily operations of XIXth Panzer Corps' leaders, men, and
;5 equipment. |t provides a unigue observation of the corps’ staff in its daily eveluation of the
oy operational situation, intelligence reports, the logistic situation, and an sndless friction with
Y the next higher hesdquarters. Lastly, this narrative demonstrates the effectivensss of a weil
P_’.. trained, equipped armored corps, commanded by leaders who are fully cognizant of their
::2-_- mission, the commanders aim, and the overall operational concept.

';“;_:; This thesis concludes that the remarkable German victories of 1939-1940, and especially
-

e XiXth Panzer Corps’ advance through the Ardennes, were only possible because of o
tremendously dedicated officar corps st the helm of the Army General Staff and in evary key
position within the field army. Thess officers were the product of a fierce competitive
stmosphers, enabling only the cream of the crop to survive, and thus producing a military
culture feeding on "efficiency mania.”
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?ﬁ CHAPTER ONE

. _ INTRODUCTION

‘Da liegen die Wuer el des ungeheuren Spiels. Wer woagl sie zu werfen?”

Oswald Spengler
in “Johre der Enischeidung” 1932/33

This narrative recounts the opsrational history of the XiXth Panzer Corps' advance from

A
&
.‘_; May 10 to 15, 1940. It encompasses campaign planning at German Army High Command, the
.‘-’
;k preparation for the Army's offensive against France, ana the employment of an armored corps as
° A
- main sffort through the Ardennes, aithough its primary focus is directed at XiXth Panzer Corps'

)

breakthrough at Seden. The political and military situation influencing the decision makers of the
German Army General Staff planners and the devslopment of the campaign plan are analyzed in an
attempt to provide an understanding for the rationale of tha deployment, mission, and employment
of XiXth Panzer Corps and its subordinate units. An appraisal of German Army reforms at the
conclusion of the Polish campaign furnishes an appreciation for the immense sffort required to
train and prej..re the Army for the French campaign. A discussion of Field Marshal Erich von

Manstein's recommendations and operational concept clarifies his instrumental role in the

development of the final campaign plan. This narrative aiso presents an indepth explanation of

the development of Panzer Group von Kieist's traffic control plan and the coordination problems
involved in the movement of a tank army through the restricted terrain of the Ardennes. Ths
operational history of the XIXth Panzer Corps inciudes its formation, the headquarter’s planning
and preparation, and its detailed actions throughout the initial critical days of the offensive to
demanstrate its impact on the successful conclusion of the campaign. A complele account of the

daily operations furnishes an assessment of XIXth Panzer Corps' officers, men, and equipment. |t

AT e T I T e T e e R R e
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.




provides an observation of the corps' staff in its daily evaluation of the operational and logistic
situation, intelligence reports, and an endless friction with the next higher headquarters. The
examination of Special Operations Forces, air assaull forces, anti aircraft elements, and
engineers during planning and execution, demonstrates theii- critical requirement to achieve
success. Lastly, this nsrrative demonstrates the effectiveness of a well trained, equipped

armored corps, commanded by leaders who ars fully cognizent of their mission, the commanders

aim, and the overall operational concept.

PP P
v Ay Yy

BACKGROUND

W T ';’\,—‘vv

L4

On September 3, 1939, the German Army assumed a defensive posture along the Western

Front.! Germany once again found itsslf in a two front war, worse yet, war with Poland, Francs,

and England. The professional military elite hoped that Hitler would solve the situation in the

N ol g ]
tb.tf.t- YNy |

West through peaceful means, primarily, bacause they fell Germany was unprepared for war

against the Allies, and secondly, no plan existad for an offensive against France. Adolf Hitler, the

German dictator, however, had different idess. His Wehrmacht Adjutant, Colonel Rudolf
Schmudt2. discussed the Fushrer's desire for a quick attack on France with Nicolaus v. Below3,

Hitler's Luftwaffe Adjutant, as early as September 8, 1939. Throughout the following days 1
Hitler brought up the subject of a possible attack on Francs, but only within his trusted inner

circle. After Germany's stunning defeat of Poiand Hitler oetermined that Frarce and England

P

would reconsider before engaging the German army on the battiefield.4
Hitler, with clear intentions for future operations in the West, returned from the Eastern
Front with his entourage to Berlin's Stettiner raiiway' station on the afternoon of September 26,

1939 rather unobtrusively. He returned a day early for a scheduled meeting with the three
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service chiefs, the Oberbefshishaber cx Heeres (ObdH)S Colonel-General Waiter von
Brauchitsché. the Oberbefehishaber der Luitwaffe (ObdL) Field Marshal Hermann Goering?, and

the Oberbefehishaber der Marine (ObdM) Admiral Erich Raeder8. at the New Chancellory at

1700 hours on September 27, 1939. During this meeting, Hitler for the first time officially

expressad his plans for offensive action in the West.9
Rumors of a8 pending attack against France had already filtered to and hwen discussed by

members of the various servics staffs, Hitler, awara of Oberkommas i dus Heeres' (OKH)10

oppesition to any offansive action in the West used is opportii.oy o reaffirm his absolute

YT XY T S o o R X X X K X ™ g 0w ™ & ™ = =,

power over all matters of state, inciuding the military. Tha purpose of his meeting was to
present his intentions and to underscore his theory that »i:ury in Poland resulted from superior
German leadership, soldiers, tanks, end airplianes. Francs and England, ho explained wers unable
to come 10 Paland's aide because of military unpreparedness. Given enouch time, however, they

might be able to prepare themselves for a German onslaught. Worse yet, they themsaives might

SEMEAE AL RS PSR e S e o

attack Germany. Hitler declared that the miniimal losses the German army suffered in Poland

would be easily replaceable.!! He demanded the immediate activation and transfer of as many

units as possible to the Western Front. Hitler thought an oifensive in the West wouid be no more

difficult than t.ie Polish campaign, therefore quality soldiers were of no concern.!? Weather,

becaue of its effect in the first three to four days of any offersive, concerned him most. Hitier

also expressed concern gver OCermany's industrial base, the Ruhr VYalley. He feared Allied |

P,
j

bombing raids on this highly vulnerable area.13

Hitler recognized his generals’ sensitivity toward breaching Dutch and Belgian neutrality,

W v Yy

and assured them that a conflict with Holland would be avoided since this problem could be solved

L o o]

through political means. Belgium, on the other hand, posed a direct threat to the Ruhr. The
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Fuehrer expected no hesitation from France in moving troops into Belgium, using it as a staging

base to threaten Germany's industrial base. He expected German forces to attack in a west-

norihwest direction through Belgium, with the main effort ( Schwerpunki)!4 directed towards
the channel coast. Hitler asked General von Brauchitsch, for his views on this proposition. Von
Brauchitsch declined an immediate reply until afforded some time to think about these new
developments. Finally on the 27th, Hitler presented his military leaders with a " /a/f accomp/i™,
demanding the initiation of an offensive not later than 20 to 25 October 1939, the war goal of
which was “fo farce Eniland (o 11's knees” Hitler, usurping his advisors, declared his military

aims, which wera not final in the overall concept of warfare in the West, however:, left no

{1lusions as to his motives. 19
This amazing order marked the beginning of a great stalling maneuver by OKH, since it had
no intention of fighting the West and, unlike 1914, possassed no war plan for an offensive. This

plan would truly be a chailenge of enormous magnitude for the leaders of the Army General Staff.

General v. Brauchitsch and General of Artillery Franz Halder '6 struggled with personal conflicts
as to the soldierly and moral implications of Hitler's motives in the West, even qoing so far as to

discuss the nossible elimination of tha dictator Von Braucmtsch and Halder were saldiers of the

old school, however, bound by their cath of allegiarce,!? caugat in a dilemma of having to plan an |

operation they felt morally wrong, pri 2ssionally questionable, and possibly ruinous for

Germany. General v. Brauchitsch attempted to stand up to Hitler, however, found himself in a

. very awkward position. He had accepted 250,000 Reichs Mark in form of a 10an arranged by
: Hiller to seitle his firsi marriage and recently remarried a woman with ties to the Nazi
movement  Genera! Halder's religious convictions, among other things, restrained him from
committing cold blooded murder. As Army Chief of Slaff, Halder considered himself the chief

reprasentative of the German officer corps, refusing to adopt Balkan traditions into the corps to
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solve nationsl problems. Murdsring heads of state was not an option 8s long as he served as Army

Chief of Staff.18

While von Brouchitsch and Halder privately discussed their concerns over Hitler's
reckless intentions, the Polish campaign presented the General Staff with issues of far reaching
consequences. It revealed significant German A-my deficiencies requiring immediate attention.
Among other things, military leaders at the highest levels measured the German infantry far
below the standards of 1914, All offensive action depended on commanders' initiatives, since the
infantry seemingly lacked elan and an aggressive spiril. The Army considered the Panzer types
Mark | and || obsolete, but experienced a shortage of the modern Mark Iil's and IY's. its doctrine
of mobile warfare recsived a positive rating, although, Tables of Organization and Equipment
(TO&E) required numerous changas, and command and control betwseen Panzer and infantry
formations left much to be aesired. The September 27 " 7a/7 accomp/i™ was a rude shock for Army

leaders and in this air of misgiving OKH began to plan for an attack it did not want to conduct,

against an enemy 1t felt it wes not ready or equipped to fight, in the rain of Autumn. 19
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END NOTES
CHAPTER ONE

THons-Adolf  Jecobsen, Aal? &8, Der Xampr wm den lewtischen Operationsplan rur
Wastoftensive ! 790 {Wiesbeden: Franz Steiner Yerlag GMBHK, 1957), p. 9.

2Rudolf Schmundt was born on August 13, 1896, in Metz. He enversd the 35Sth Rifle
Regiment in 1914 and leter obteined Ganeral Staff training. Schmundt repleced Hossbach as
Hitler's army adjutant in 1938, serving in this peaition until ssriously wounded during the
assassination attempt on Hitler on July 20, 1944, in 1942 he sssumed the additional role of
Chief, Army Personnel Office. General of the Infantry, Rudel! Schmundt dled from his wounds
on October 10, 1944, in o fleld hospital at Ratzeburg. Woif Keilig, Zles Qestscie /er (Bod
Neuheim: Podzun Yerlag, 1957), p. 301,

INicolaus v. Below attempled to enter Infantsris Regiment Nr. 12 (Halberstedt) as an
officer candidate in 1925, but wss rejected because of slight shortsightedness. An uncle,
General (rstired) Otto v. Below, provided assistance and Nicolaus joined the training battalion
of the Regiment in April 1926. To his dismay, befors completing basic training, Nicolaus and
19 of his comrades ‘were sent to the Deutsche Yerkehrsfliegerschule {German Commercial Pilot
School) in Schleissheim. Below, demonstrated & talent for aviation, thus the Reichsheer
transferred him to Lipszk, USSR, for pilot training from May to September 1929. He returned
to Infanterie Regiment 12, on October 1, 1929, serving in the regiment until separating from
the Reichsheer on July 1, 1933, to enter the secret Luftwaffe. OnJune 16, 1937 he essumed
the duties as Hitler's Luftwaffe aide-de-camp, remaining in the position until the conclusion of
the war. Nicolaus v. Dslow became one of Hitler's most trusted adjutents, with whom he
discussed many; details of the previous years. Nicolausv. Below, As /Milers Aoyuient !937-
7945 (Mainz: v. Hess & Koshler Yerlag, 1980), pp. 13-14, 431,

4Nicolaus v. Below, apavt, pp. 210-211,

SOberbefehishaber des Hesres; Suprsme Commander of the Army. Colonei-Generai
Freiherr von Fritsch occupied the pasition from 1934 untll 1938, thersafter Feldmarschell
Walter v. Brauchitsch until December 1941, when Hitler personally sssumed command of the
Army. Baron Werner vor Fritsch was born in Barnrath nesr Duesseidorf on August 4, 1880
He joined the Hessian Light Field Artillery Regiment Nr. 25 on September 21, 1898, Earlyon
young Fritsch earned himssif a posting to the Kriegsakademis, or Staff College. During World
War |, he served on the General Staff and s Gensral Steff officer (operations) of the First
Guards Division. After the war he remained in the Reichshesr commanding an Artillery
regiment, & Cavairy division, and an Infantry division. Concomitantly with his promotion to
General of the Artillery, he assumed the position of Chef der Heereslsitung (Chief of Staff,
Army) on February 1, 1934, Fritsch became ObdH during the reorganization of the Armed
Forces in 1935 and was promoted to Colonel -General in 1936. Accused 8 homosexusi, Baron
von Fritsch resigned from the Army in 1938. Subsequentlt exhonerated by a military Court of
Honor, Fritsch was not reinstated ss ObdH, but merely made honoray Coionel of Artillery
Regiment Nr. 12. General Fritsch, not called to active duty when war broke out in 1938,
elected to join his artillery regiment in Poland. Baran Werner von Fritach died 4 soldiers deeth
while leading a reconnaissance petrol in Poland on September 22, 1939, He is credited with the
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organized expansion of the German Army from 1934 through 1938. Keillg, aocil, p. 43, F.

i Ww. von Mellenthin, Garman Generals of World War Il As ! Saw Them { Norman: University of
) Oklahoma Press, 1977), pp. 3-4; also see Adolf Graf von Kielimansegg's book, Oer £ritsch
:’; “racess (Hamburg, 1949)
Y
t: 6Waiter von Brauchitsch wes born in Berlin on October 4, 1881, After serving as a
N cadet, he became an officer in the 3rd Prussian Guard Regiment. Originally an infantry officer,
. he later transferred to the Artillery. During the Firsl World War ha earned 8 reputation as a
%\: capable officer. In 1932 he bucame Inspecter of Artillery, and in 1935 Commander of
.&_' “ehrkreis|. |n eerly February 1938, Hitler chose him as Fritsch’s successor for the position
- of CbgH. He was promoted to the rank of Field Marshal on July 19, 1940. After being replaced ‘
3\? by Hitler in 1941, he saw nu further service in the German army. Fieldmarshall Brauchitsch |
. died in Hamburg, in 1948. Keilig, goc/t, pp. 91; F. W. von Mallenthin, gz o/, pp. 16~
N 17, Lewis, goert, p. 18; andBelow, goeit, p. 65-73.

7Hermann Wilhelm Goering was borrn in Ressnheim, Bavaria on January 12, 1893. The son
of a colonial official, he entered cadet school at Karlsruhe. During World War | he served as an
infantry officer, later transferring to the Air Force making a name for himsoif commanding
Richthofen's famous Flying Circus. Goering recsived the much coveted Pour le Merite and tha Iron
Cross First Class. Finding it difficult to adjust to civilian life after the war, Goering worked in
several figlds: initially in the Fokker Aircraft Works, then ac advisor to the Danish government,
then as a stunt pilot, and a commercial pilot for Svenska Lufttraffik in Sweden. te met Hitler in
1922 through his first wife, the Swedish born Carin von Kantzow. After the Beer-Hall Putsch in
1923, Goering, although arrestad, managed to escape 10 Austria, subsequently living in !taly and
Sweden. He returned to Germany in 1926 after the Germen government granted political
amnesty, reestablishing his contacts with Hitler. in 1928, Goering became one of the first
National Socialists (Nazi) elected to the Reichsteg. Goering was reelected in 1930, After the
overwhsiming victory by the Nazis in the 1932 Reichstag slections, Goering playad a key role in
the negotiations for Hitler's appointment to Reichskanzier. In (he new gavernment, Goering heid a
number of important positions: Reich Minister without Portfolio, Reich Commissioner for Air,
Prussian Minister President, Prussian Minister of the Interior. In the last position Goering
harnessed control over all Prussian police forces, subsequently sstablishing the Geheime
slaatspotizer ( Gestapo). 50ering quickly rose (o the numeer iwo position In the Resn. During the
Roehm crisis on the weekend of June 30, 1934, Goering directed all Blood Purge actions in
Berlin. On March 1, 1935, Goering became Oberbefehishaber der Luftwaffe (ObdL), Commander
in Chief Air Force, subsequently promoted to full General in 1936. Hitler also appointad Goering
as Plenipotentiary for the Implementation of the Four-Year Plan in 1936, giving him vast
powers over the state economy and rearmament program. In 1938, Goering engin. red the
removal of the War Minister, von Blomberg and the Commander of the Army, von Fritsch, in
hapes of being elevated to the position of War Minister himself. in the latier days just before the
outbresk of war Goering attempted to negotiate with Prime Minister Neville Chamberiain,
through Birger Dahlerus, a Swedish intermedia-y. After the Battle of France, on July 19, 1940,
while Field Marshal's batons were handed to Army generals, Goering received a promotion to
Reichsmarschall. Towards the end of the war Goering tried to seize power from Hitler, the latter
al the news deprived him of all his offices and ordered him shot. Goering, captured by the
American Army on May 9, 1945, stood trial before the Nuernberg War Tribunal, receiving the
death penalty. Two hours befor his execution, on October 15, 1946, Hermann Wilhem Goering
commiited suicide by taking a vial of poison. Lous L. Snyder, £ncyriapadid of ihe Third Reich
(New York: MacGraw Hill, 1976), pp. 122-124; and Hans Otto Meisner, 0s¢ Mactergraifung
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(Esslingen: Bechtle Verlag, 1983), 232-239; also, for a more indepth biography of Hermann
Goer ing, see Willi Frischauer's book 74e Rise and Fall of Hermann Goering (Boston, 1951)

o BErich Raeder was born to a north German middle class family in Wandsbeck, near

. Hamburg, on April 24, 1876. He attended the Naval Academy at Kiel. As a young officer he made a
" cruise to the orient with a flotilla of warships, and served on the Emperor's yacht Aasenzo/larn
N During World War |, Raeder served in the Battle of Jutland. After the war he remained in the
n davy and in 1928 becama Chef der Marineleitung (Chief of the Naval Command). in 1935, Hitler
L named Reeder Cberbefehishaber der Marine (ObdM), a pesition he held until 1943. In this
capacity, Raeder played a key role in the resrmament of the Navy. Early 1939 marked his last

L promoticn, Grand Admiral. Raeder recommended an invasion of Norwey in the first months of the
: war The admiral opposed Hitler's ambitions for war against the Soviet Union, hcwever, once the 1
‘ decision »»3 made he supported the effort. The differences between Hitler and Raeder became
A strong enough by 1943 to warrant his retirement. On the Fuehrer's orders, Reeder retired on
¥ January 30, 1943. After the war, Admiral Raeder was prosecuted at the Nuernberg War
o ribunel and received a sentence of life imprisonment. in late September 1955 he was relessed
b because cf i1l hesith. Admiral Reeder died in Kiel on November 6, 1960. Snyder, go Vi, pp.
F:I' 279-280; &0 see Erich Raeaer's autabiography, /7y £ /e (Annapolis, 1960)
°
Hulonw: - “eueral Franz Halder, The Halder Drariss Tha Private Wer Journals of Colons]
- General Franz Halder, \ntroduction by Trevor N. Dupuy, (Boulder: Westview Press, 1976),
Yol. 2, p. 1S.
1] 100berkommando des Heerss, Army High Command, was established along with the
~ Lufiwaffe and Navy High Commands in 1935 as separate services under the Oberkommando der
N Wehrmacht (OKW), Armed Forces; see also Appendix C for a wirs diagram of the organization
~

of the OKW.

11Casualties suffered in the army were: 8,082 killed, 27,278 wounded, and 5,029
soldiers missing in action, Officers represented 4.6 (dead) of these figures which is quite
hgh. Lewis, gqocit, p. 81,

i2Below, agoort, p. 211,
13Jacobsen, gocit, p. 8, 10 and 29; and Halder, apcit, Vol. 2, p. 18; and Alistair

Horne, 7 laose & Battle France 1940, (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1969), p.
139; and Below, apcit, p. 210. |

14Main effort; Schwerpunkt. The context in which the German military used the term
Schwerpunkt during World War |l signifies the point of main effort. Clausswitz, in Ris
writings, calls it the center of gravity, the source from which the enemy derives his power or
energy to fight.

\SBelow, apcr?, p. 211, andJacobsen, apcit, p. 9.

16Franz Halder was born in Wuerzhurg, Bavaria, on June 6, 1884. In 1902 he entered
the 3rd Bavarian Field Artillery Regiment. Afier the war he remained in the Reichsheer. In
1935 he took command of the 7th Infantry Division, and in late 1936 transferred to the Army
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Q Gencral Stuff a3 the Oberquartiermeister | (Daputy Chief of Staff for Operations). After the
Blomberg-Fritsch crisis, Helder became Chief of Staff. He was an anti-Nuzi, extremely gifted,
and able to out think and outperform any of his OKW counterparts. Although at odds with the
Nezi philosophy and tho route on which it hed placed Germany, Halder's religious convictions
and conservetive naturs prevented hiin from undertaking any murderous act. He maiuteined
occasional contacts with the resistance, but never participated in any covert act. As a
methodical starf officer, Halder became infuriated with interventions by Hitler and OKW. After
Hitler relieved Colonel-Ganeral Halder on Saptember 24, 1942, he saw no further service
during the war. Occesionally he appeared in public at official functions, especially militery
funarals. He finally retired on January 31, 1945, Aftar the we'* he lived in Karisruhe. Keilig,
op oft, p. 117; Telford Teylor, 7Ae Merch of Conguest (New York: Simon & Schuster,
1958), pp. 14-15; and Halder, apcrt, p. XAV,

17President ( Fleldmarshall) Paul von Hindenburg died on August 1, 1934, The following
day Hitler ordered the entire Reichywehr to swear an oath of allegiance to him. Oaths wers not
taken lightly by the German Army. This new oath, in particular, was sworn to Hitler and not to
a constitution and had & speciel significance since all members of the armed forces swore the
same unconditional obedience to the Fushrer. The oath was not void until Hitler's desth,

18Jacobsen, opcs?, p. 26; Lewis, apcit, p. 43; Harold C. Deutsch, /A Conspiracy
xernst Mtler in the Neilight War (Minnoapolis: The University of Minnesota Press, 1968),
pp.34~35; and Walter Warlimont, /asice ilers Headpuerters 19359- 1945 (New York:
Fredsrick A. Preeger, Publishers, 1964), p. 61.

19Lewis, oo crt, ap. B-11; Halder, opcit, p. Sand 22; and Below, ¢p¢rl, p.
211,
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CHAPTER TWO

AT IR as

Develepment of the Campaign Plan

“Es tommi aicA? auf sinen scioenen Jofodl an, soadern autl das Wedoriegen ¢ines
Eatschlveses, doer mit erz und Hoerie durcigefsedrt verden muss. "
Svaeraloderst Meinr Suderias
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in sarly October 1939, General von Brauchitsch still hoped the Fuehrer would ssttle for
negotiated peace, rather than forcing the army into a winter offansive. Other ssntor officers at

Zossen! expressed skepticism with Hitler's intended venture knowing full well that it would
spark another World War. A comparison of the 1939 situation with that of 1914 indicates that
the 1914 Groat General Staff relied on & meticulously scrutinized, thoroughiy war gamed, war
plan. In 1939 Germany had no such invasion plan ageinst France because the General Staff did
not envision offensive action sgainst the latter. OKH, therefors initially attempted to delay
undertaking a campaign, but finaily relented after several months, wher faced with repested

demands by Hitler 2
Hitler called in Gensrals von Brauchitsch and Haldor again on 7 October to remind them of
his intentions and to meddle in military matters. The Fushrar was convincati that a Belgian

request for French military assistance was imminent. In his view, French troops moved forward

into Belgium slong Germany's border was intolerable and answerable only by offensive action, He

thersfore demanded an i mmediate offensive. To von Brauchitsch's dismey Hitler decreed thet the \
offensive at 8 minimum must gain as much ground as pessible in m.thern Belgium and Holland to
provide a protective buffer for the Ruhr and staging bases for air attacks against Britain. A
sessoned military officer could not easily accspt Hitler's new strategic concept. German General

Staff officers had always besn trained to destroy the enemy’'s army. Yon Brauchitsch and Halder

deperted the chancellery for Zossen to digest their boss’' new instructions, no doubt reflecting
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upon the pravious dayv's Reichstag Address in which Hitler offered peacs to the Western Alliss,
concomitantly gquarenteeing Belgian, Dutch, and Luxembourg neutrality. In the meantime,

sontrary to Hitler's public psace offer, OKH was left with no altsrnative but to issue new
directives to commanders on the \Vestern Front.d

Colonel-General Fedor von Bock4, Commander in Chief of Army Group B, received a

mission to protect the German border from the Ems River to Mettiach where his Army Group

linked with Army Group C, commanded by Colonel-General Wilhelm von LeebS. Army Group C's
front stretched from Mettlach to the Swiss border, also with a defensive mission. Yon Bock's
instructions not only directed him to quard the Dutch border between the tms and the Rhine
River, but also to be prepared to conduct offensive operations into Holland and Belgium if
required.6

On Qctober 9, while von Bock visited Zossen, von Brauchitsch requested that he submit a
written proposal for an offensive through Belgium and Holland. Von Brauchitsch, however, also
10ld von Bock that he and General Halder wers compietsly against an offensive in the west. in
route to Bad Godesberg the following day, von Bock stopped in Frankfurt/Main to discuss the

western situstion with General von Leeb, who also expressed his displeasurs at any attempted

offensive, Not only did von Lesb express a lack of f;onﬁdance in the planned offensive, but also

expressed outrage at the Fuehrer's motives. On the following day von Bock heard the same ;
objections from his two army commanders, Generals Walter von Reichenau? and Guenther von !

Kluge.8 Returning to Zossen for a briefing on October 17, von Brauchitsch requested von Bock to

comment on the propossd operational plan. Yon Bock declined to answer "off the cuff”, but the

following day, after thoroughly studying the plans, sent his reply to von Brauchitsch.S

The Fuehrer was aware thet his generals were against an offensive in the West. His
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occupation of the Rhineland. Hitler, therefors occupied himself with developing a means of
motivating his generals into & more offensive spirit. Sometime between 6 and 9 Octobar he
dictated a memoradum on his ideas and concapt for the continued war in tie West. On the 9th
Hitlsr became rather nervous since .~ Allies hed not replied to his psacs offer, ordersd OKH to
set the offensive for November 25, and directed von Brauchitsch and Halder to assembie in his
office at 1100 hrs onthe 10th. Hitler personslly reed the entirs S8 pege memorandum to them.
In the document the dictator underscorsd the ressons for his decision to initiate a quick and
shattering blow to the Wast, should he hevs no other choice in wake of the political deveiopments.
Additionally, he handed them "Directive #6 For The Conduct of War” which amongst other things,
specifically sddressed the militery situation in the west:
For the aontination of mitary cowratins the foilowiy #M'
&) Orfasive qoerations ire & be planned diong e Vestan Front 1 tiw north, & attack

Yrough Selpiam, Rolland snd Laxemdoury. This attaok murt be carried owt with e strongest
DIl roroes it e wariiert pudsdie oaoorinly.

&) The goal of vir o naTve G alion B to deral larye ety oF W Fronoh army ot v

dhex, £ eowre a5 Mol grount ax possDis i Belgium, Ao, anl orteen Franve e B

POPOFP OF LA/ LutTwar?® st Kavy Saxes 10 condnt o av o S vsr apanst Spgiand,

e the e labiichmnt oF 3 profeciiere Buthor R the war material prodie siny R,

&) The Jate of the orloasire Jepends un thw Jvarlablity of Links, mRErion] wits, and waalive

AT 2w te must 5o made 1 ANmesss 1R m01Ra 1res Ix UKL a0 possiie. © 10

This document revesled that Hitler's real strategic goal was not the defest of Francs, but
rather geining the channel coast to engege Brituin in s U-Boat and air war. He personaily stated
no clear political motive, however, probably alresdy signified one through his attempt to win the
war ageinst the western Allies by his northern offsnsive. Hitler also lacked an understanding of
and & judgement for aveilable resources to conduct war. Serious enough problems existed in the
area of motorization (tanks and matorized vehicles of all types), munitions, and training to cause

alarm and possibly werrant a re-eveluation for an immediate offensive, sspecielly with winter

12
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General Halder aspecially worried over the establishment of additional tank and motorized
divisions. Only by stripping several infantry divisions of motorized vehicles could he provide the
necessary mobility to newly sctivated armoresd and motorized divisions. The shifting of vehiculer
essets could only be accomplished at the detriment of the entire army. Concomitently, Garmeny
lacked the more modern tank types Mark 11 and IY in the fall and winter of 1939. The mejority
of tanks used in Poland were obsolete Mark |'s and I1's. Hitler's declaration about time being in
the enemy’s favor was in reelity false. On the contrary, Germany would benefit from delaying

over the winter, raising the level of Mntommo, refitting with more modern equipment, and

providing the necessery training to improvs the army's combat performance.!2

On 16 October during a briefing by Ganersl von Brauchitsch and Admiral Raedsr, Hitier
stated that he gave up any hope of the Allies sxcepting his peace proposal. He, thersfore decided
that the Western powers must be defeated militarily. The Fushrer separately informed the ObdH 1
that he aqraed to provide seven days notics prior to initiating the offansive. Yon Brauchitsch was

told to consider 15-20 November as posaible target dates. The ObdH's objections again fail on deaf }

:grs. Hitler Jave OKH no aiternative but to plan for the irivasion of France, Ssigium, and Holland.

The stalling maneuver slowly ran out of steam.13

The Operations Branch of OKH 1ssued an operations plan besed on Hitler's “Directive No. 6
for the Conduct of War" on October 19, 1929 (ses Appandix A, Map 3) This plan called for the
strategic concentration of the majority of the Field Army, organized in twe army groups, along the
Dutch, Beigian, and Luxembourg borders from north of Wesel to Trisr. The point of main sffort
rested with General von Bock's Army Group B consisting of the 18th, 2nd, 6th, and dth Armies,
headquartsred in Bad Godesberg. OKH, additionslly planned to smploy six out of seven Panzer

divisions in von Bock's sector. Thess Panzer divisions, concantrated in the Aachen ares formed a

13
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mighty atteck wedga with the mission of rapidly driving through Belgium and northern Francs,
opening the way to the channel cosst for the following infantry divisions. Colonei-General Gerd

yon Rundstedt'st4 Army Group A, consisting of the 12th and 16th Armies, headquartered in
Koblenz, received orders to advance throught the Ardenncs and Luxembourg in a west-north-
westarly direction providing protection for Army Group B's exposed southe ...ank. ArmyGroup
C, considerably weaker than the asther two Army Groups, undsr tte command of Ganeral von Lesb,

with the 1st and 7th Armies, headquartered in Frankfurt am Main, recsived the mission to protect

L
~
~
s
A
\

the 1eft flank of Army Group A and defend the West Wall from Triar to the Swiss border. Based un
an accyrate intelliqmce'mmnt by OKH's Foreign Armiss West, weak Bslgian forces were
anticipated in the Ardennes and stron forces north of Liege. OKH concantrated the armor forces
in the north because planners considered the Ardsnnes impassable during tha winter. Army group
commanders and their army commanders, however, cbjected to this operations plan, especially

Nk am 0 Jp J0L i ofe 3od
St DA e,

with respect to ei.ployment of motorized forces in tho north. Considering the muitiple water
obstacles 1.n that region, they judged it {11 conceived. This questioned the entire concept of an
offensive in the West. It was also an obwious duplication of the Schlisffen Plan, hence an operation
the western Allies expected (ses Appendix A, Map 3 and Appendix C). Generals Keitel and Jod
visited Zossen on October 22 to brisf von Brauchitsch on Hitler's dissatisfaction with the plan,
and to inform him of tha Fushrer’s intentions of using specialized troops for the sscuring of

bridges and ke instsllations behind the front. Jodl further informed OKH that Hitler definitely

sat the offensive for November 12, 1939.1S

Hitler, however, dissatisfied and uneasy about the operational plan, exurcised his role a3
Commander in Chief of the Wehrmacht by inviting General von Bock and two of his army
commanders, Ganerals von Reichenau and von Kluge, to brisf him on their plans cn Octoter 25,
in Berlin. The ObdH and Army chief of staff were slso asked to jein. During the briefing Hitler, to
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the amazement of all present, asked if it were feasible to move the main effort south of the Meuse
River with a direction of west-northwest towards Reims or Amiens. Genersl von Bock
immediately expressed concarn over the road network, and considersd the shifting of forces into

this ares 83 only compounding the problem. Yon Brauchitsch and Halder wers completeiy

:-‘ astonished with this new development. Hitler, a3 30 often befors, had not discussed this
:': brainstorm with von Brauchitsch prior to the mesting. The Fushrar ordersd OKH to investigats
R;‘ the possibility. Meanwhils he would defer a decision for o day or two. This constituted Hitler's
53 first serious meddling in military operations, a development which all to soon became the
.: norm.16
t’x Hitler, in a subsequent mesting with Generals Wilhem Keitel17 and Alfred Jod18, decided

to movs the main sffort sauth of Liege with 12th Army advancing westward and isolating Belgium.
This would be accomplished by attacking the Belgian Forts frontally, ssarching for weak points,
with the idea of unleashing the Panzer units held in reserve to sxploit these weak points. Jod!
briefed Halder about the new developments an the evening of October 26. Halder's lest journal

ontry for that day reads: "Try everywhers.”9 Yon Brauchitsch and Halder remained perplexed,
'snable to react in time to these changes, Hitler, obviousiy obsessed with this offensive, zontinued
to suggest changes almost deily. On October 27 he recommended yet another change, this time

requesting OKH to plan for two motorized groups advancing towards Gant and southwest of Namur.

His decision would follo: on the 28th.20

At a meeting at the New Chancellory on the morning of October 28, Hitler again provided
new instructions. He began by restressing his theory of defeating large for mations of the French ‘
and British armies as the first essantial goal, securing mejor territory along the French and

Belgian coastline. To fulfill this plan a breakthrough should be conducted both north and south of

Liege, employing one Panzer Gruppe (Group)2' in each sector holding 6th Army in ressrve

----- e N T e N ettt ta et m e iy e e e e
............ ®ei'r ' Ta e R VI P I « e, . e - N L T T A Vi U S AU P L N R
: A e N T T S T o s L Ty S e Tt R IS B e A S A e S e A N S N e
LI S NS VS STV RN W e Py P VR VAR N AT 15 ¢ AU RN TN S 00 NN X v el Y T IR S NN




TTENEREN T WU WU WY VU W WU WU WU W WU WO W 7R SN WU MU TR U FUN T L% T U Py

WAEMARN TRV E A NI MR W TR M R M N NN W W W W WW U AW MW ar w47 T

Liege, emploving one Panzer Gruppe (Group)2! in each sector holding 6th Army in reserve
until the Meuse River crossings were secure. Based on thess changes, OKH issued a new

operations plan on October 29, 1939 (see Appendix A, Map 4). The struggle for the final

R%ledr S Ll PR

operational plan was now well on it's way.22

¢

The results of the new plan wers as follows:

1. Holland would not be occupied.

2. OKH political/strategic goal: defeet as meny French forces, and those of her allies in
northern France and Balgium thus setting the stage for further operations against Britain

3. Operational goal: to destroy the Allied forces north of the Somme river and breek through
fo the channel coast.

4. Meeting Hitler's directive of October 25, OKH shifted units south and 4th Army was 10
attack with four armoraed divisions north and south of Namur,

S. The main effort remained with Army Group B.

Although this new version was by no means brilliant, the obvious weeknesses of the

NS a BT

previous one were overcome. It still did not present anmything original. The three army group

'.'."-\.

commanders still questioned the use of motorized units in the north, where numerous water

WY W
()

obstacles could grind an offensive 10 3 hait. They foresaw a situation where, although elements in
Army Group A were successful in their adv nce, a stall in the north would bring the entire

offensive 10 a hait. The greatest criticism came from the Chief of Staff of Ariny Group A, Oeneral
Erich von Manstein23, who became the catalyst for the development of the final aperational

pian.24

October 30, 1939 proved a significant date, since Hitler for the first time suggested a

breakthrough near Sedan. The Fuehrer discussd this possibility with General Jodl, who neglected
to pass the tnformation on to his counterpart at OKH. Dissatisfied with the latest OKH operational §
plan and the pace with which von Brauchitsch and Halder were implementing it, Hitler requested

the ObdH for a mesting at the New Chancellory on November 5,1939.

The November S, 1939 meeting is recorded in history as one of the tragic moments between
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the }-eiations of the German officar corps and it's head of state. (Ccincidentally, the Sth was also
the deadling for initiating the ceployment of assault divisions into assembly areas along Germany's
western borders if an offensive were to occur on the 12th). General von Brauchitsch spent the
2nd and 3rd of November visiting the Army Group commanders in the West to gain a first hand
impression of their opinions of ths upcoming offensive. Once again they expressed no confidence
in an offensive. Yon Brauchitisch attempted to use the mesting on the Sth to again delay the
offensive. The general prepared and read 8 memorandum to Hitler peinting out wesknesses within
the army. The meeting, however, turned extremely sour and ended abruptly without ven
Brauchitsch being able to swav the Fushrer, General von Brauchitsch's references, during the
confrontation, to German soldiers' poor discipline and performance in Poland only served to
further upset the relationship between the two men. Hitler became s0 furious that he
immediatsly dictated a dismissal order for the Army's Commander in Chief, but discarded it later.
Hitler, well awars that a dismissal of his Army Commander in Chief would only causs a further
dissent between himsaif and his generals, opted to cancel the order. Whatever confidence existed

between these two men prior to November S, 1939, however, was never restored. General

Brauchitsch's relief would only be delayed by a couple of years.24

The Fuehrer, enraged about his meeting with von E rauchitsch, ordered the Army's alert
ior ihe scheduiea atfensive on the i2th, out agreed !0 @ posiponement on the 7th. Jodl had aqt
advised Halder of Hitler's "brainstorm™ until November 3. The Army Chief of Staff failed to see
any point in this new deveiopment and, given the scheduie for an offensive on the 12th,
determined the available time to react as inadequate. On the 9th the ObdH informed Oberkommando
der Wehrmacht (OKW)25 that time stili would not permit any changes in plans, even if

postponing the offensive to the 15th, Should, hewever, a postponement occur, the ObdH suggested

organizing a motorized group, commanded by General Heinz Guderian.26 This recommendation,

17
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would not commence prior to the 19th and that Hitler now wanted Pan2er units smployed on an
axis Arlon-Tintigny. Hitler also authorized the use of the 4th Light and 29th Motorized Divisions.
Declining OKW's offer, the ObdH cited & lack of time to resilocats and relocate the mechanized
divisions. n a discussion with Gsneral Halder, von Brauchitsch indicated that he viewed the
dearth of additionel Panzer divisions ss unacceptable. Panzer reserves did not exist and he did not
want to divert any from the planned concentration of forces in the north. Lsstiy, von Brauchitsch
falt that Hitler did not want to scatter mechenized forcss over the entire front. The ObdH would
ratter wait and assign the 4th Light and the 29th Motorizad Divisions to the XIXth Corps once
fully combat ready. However later on the same day von Brauchitsch charged his mind and orucred
an asdditional Panzer division added to Guderian's XIXth Corps. On the 10th OKH informed OKW
that it wented the 10th Panzer, 2nd Panzer Divisions or 29th Motorized Division, and
Leibatandarte SS for the purpess of advancing to Sedan. The 4th Light Division would remain in
OKH reservs. Yon Brauchitsch requested permission to issue arders to this sffect. Hitler
considerad these forces inadequate and orderesd 2nd Panzer added to the 29th Motorized {xvision to
ensure success. Hitler was correct in not piecameaiing Panzer divisions over the entire front,
however, he failed to provide his Army CinC any clear statemant of intent. instead the Fushrer

suggested & new whim each day, causing OKH to remain in a constant state of reaction, rather than

being able to plan and test scme of these theories in war games for feasibility 43

The lack of Panzer reserves resulted in o shifting of all motorized forces along the western

Front to organize the necessary Panzer group. Panzer divisions could only be cbtained at the

[INE S

expanse of ajready existing forces. On the | 1th OKH issued orders to Army Groups A and B,

F ol

instructing them to releass the 2nd and 10th Panzer Divisions, ons motorized division,

ARG

Leibstandarte SS and Infanterie Regiment "Grosadcutschiand” (“GD") for assignment to the XIXth
Corps. The mission of XIXth Corps was to advance, as 1esd echelon, in front of §2th and 16th
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Armies to the Meuse River near Sedan, force a crossing, thersby establishing favorable conditions

AR SN

E for & continuation of the offansive. Thus was born XiXth Panzer Corps. Upon receipt of this
N
o, message General von Bock informed OKH that, uniass provided addit'onal forces, he could no longer

£

s

accomplish his assigned mission.29

-
-

Postponerents of the offensive continued throughout the winter, primarily because of

e Ty
A A

£ s

poor weather. The real struggle for the operational plan and employment of armored forces,
however, hed not yet been fought. With Guderian in commend of XIXth Panzer Corps and von

Manstein &3 Chief of Staff of Army Group A, & new chapter in the planning procsss commenced.30
THE QUESTIGN OF MAIN EFFORT AND THE CUT OF THE SCYTHE

Both operational plans, issued by OKH in Octobsr 1939, failed to estabiish & militery goel

ERRE  RELCLELEY Brlbhar

thet would satisfy the political aimo of Adolf Hitler for western Europe. Hitler, untrained in the

:% art of warfare, was incapable of presenting recommendations to his military advisors that he
! derived at through a sequence of logical military deductions , but rather based his suggestions on
'tf;j intuitions and 1oud thoughts. The Army leaders, von Brauchitsch and Halder, failed to understand
-‘ Hitler's military goals, because they did not support his political aims. Yon Brauchitch and
; Halder also concluded thet the military offensive in the West wes wrong and, judging the Army
: unprepared could only view it 83 an imminent failure. Thus, the Army leaders never supported
ks their political 1sader and the two October plans amounted to nothing more than reluctant obedience
:\ or improvisation upen Hitler's orders. The mair effort remained i1l conceived, Army Group
“ commanders had no confidence in the OKH plans, and several senior Ariny officers began to
o question OKH's ability to plan an offensive.

% The question of main effort and the ampleyment of Panzer ssssts was a burning issue right
) .

.
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The questioh of main effort and the amploymant of Panzer assats was a burning issue right
from the beginning of the plenning procsss, however, with General Guderian earmarked as a
possible contender to 1ead this effort and General von Manstein as Chief of Staff of Army Group A,
OKH began to feel mors pressure from the field. Guderian, commanaing XIXth Corps, became
intimately involved in the planning process after November 11, when he recsived information

that his XIXth Corps might lead the armored thrust. He agreed that a thrust through the Ardennes

was feasible, but felt the allotted forces were insufficient.31

Generai von Manstein's involvement began on October 21, 1939, when, in route to Army

N X N S T X I LYY ATy

Group A's heedquarters in Koblenz, he visited Zossen and received his first briefing on the

XIL 7

operation. As early as October 31, von Manstein, with von Rundstedt's endorsement, wrote the

first of many memorandums to OKH advocating a main effort more to the south, in Army Group A's
sector. After Gencral von Bock was required to transfer both of his reserve Panzer divisions to
Army Group A, he expressed dissatisfaction with von Manstein's plan because it not only
threatened to wrestled the main effort from Army Group B, but also meant a reduction of the size
of his Army Group. Yon Bock taiked to Halder and von Brauchitsch severs] times over the next few

weeks, expressing his concerns over the constant fuctustions in mission requirements. He

considered continuous changes, both in mission and offense dates, a hindrance to preparation, and

warned OKH about the long ierm negative impact the perpstual alert status wouid have on nis

soldiers.32
The question of main effort became critical since reserves wers usually positioned to
support the main effort. This caused a triple rivairy between the commanders of Army Groups A,

B, and General Halder. Halder, caught in the middle, received pressure not only from fisld

commanders, but also from Hitler, who demanded immediate action.33

Yon Manstein's theory envisioned an offensive resulting in a decisive victory through

20
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through to the Somme and destroying or cutting off all Allied forces moving into Belgium. Phase
two, visualized the forces turning south to envelop and defeat the Allies. Ycn Manstein based his
plan on the Allies expecting a repest of the 1914 Schlieffan Plan. He figured that allied
countermessures would call for stopping the Germans as far northeast as possible, attacking the
German southern flank, and rolling up the entire front. He planned the main effort in Army Group
A's sector, with one army attacking in a westerly direction between Dinent and Fumay in
conjunction with Army Group B (to the north) trapping and destroying anemy forces in Belgium.
An additional army would also advance and cross the Meuse on both sides of Sedan in a
southwesterly direction opposing snemy forcss expected to counterattack north. Heving
elimineted the enemy's countersttack forces, the northern armies could drive westward

uni mpeded resulting in o decisive victory. {see Appendix A, Map 7)34

in several memorandums Genersl von Manstein provided planning figures to OKH
delineating the minimum forces required to achieve victory. Ha requested two mobile corps, ata
minimum one Panzer Corps, to defset anemy forces in southern Belgium. Following von Moltke's

view that no operational plan should be planned beyond it's first sngagement, von Manstein's

further amployment of mobile forces depended on the anemy’s resction. Eliminating the dangurs
of an expossd flank, mobile forces from Army Group A could strike north, assisting in the

atruction of encircled snemy forces. ¥Yon Manstein, however, recommended the mass of the
«mored forces in Army Group B's sector. A third army would have the responsibility of
astablishing a defensive front between the Meuse at Carignan and the Moselle at Metlach. ¥Yon
Manstein also envisioned the simultaneous destruction of Allied reserve forcas moving north

toward Fumay and Laon, {ses Appendix A, Map 7)33
General Halder,in the meantime, also investigated the operational possibilities, and as an
able General Steff planner did not dismiss von Manstein’s ideas. Yon Manstein's plan called for

21

R s L AVl s o, O SN N AT G




Wmmmmﬂnﬂ'mwxﬂ MY ATV AT AENTCUREAUNVNY TV Y O WUV W W W W LS ath s

offensive flank protection using motorized units {2nd Army). Helder stated ss early as November
1939 that & possible attack against the left flank of Army Group A was consistent with German
doctrine, but wes not contemporary French doctrine. (n his own scheme, Halder relied on
infantry divisions for defensive flank protection wiile rapidly advancing motorized units toward
the Somme. He disliked von Menstain’s plan, pertly because it lacked unity of effort. Helder
wanted to avoid “private campaigns” with Army Group B edvencing northesst and Army Group A
southesst. He envisioned 4th Army sdvancing (south of Nemur) rapidly to the Som»ma on the
northern flank of Army Group A, thus trapping and destroying the Allied armies north of the
Somme. Helder planned for five Panzer and three motorized divisiona to lesd the attack. Yon
Manstein, on the other hand, envisioned a strong Army Group B pushing Allied forces toward the
Somme, while engaging Army Group A both {n destroying Ailied reserves and sttampting to drive
to the channel cosst (383 Appendix A, Map 7). Heider's plan hinged on Army Group B feiiting in
the north, thereby decsiving the Allies into committing their mechanized reservas to the north.
He 11kened this to 8 hammer and.envil approach whers Army Group B, the anvil, fixed the ajlies in
the north while Army Group A, the hammer, provided the decisive blow with the Panzer and

motorized divisions. General von Manstein's theory consisted more of s doubie hammer approach

whers 2nd Army in the center could act a8 an anvil 36

General Halder found it difficult to change his October 29 plan becauss of Hitler's sole

control of all armored and motorized assets and the continuous rescheduling of the Western
offensive. |t was postponed 14 times betwesn 12 November 1939 and 16 January 1940, The
Army Chief of Steff did, however, incorporate significent changes directed in OKW Directive
Number 6 issued on 20 November 1939 for the January 17, 1940 target dats. Thess changes did
not incorporate his own concepts on how the offensive should be conducted {see Appendix A, Map

5). Hitler, however, cancelled the offensive for an indefinits period on 16 January since the long
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rangs weather forscast remeined poor, but more importantly, an incident on 10 January may

have revealed his intentions to the Allies 37

The incident on January 10, 1940, known as the “Mechelen Affair” changed the entire
situation. A Luftwaffe paratroop officer carried the top secret operational plan, ageinst orders,
whils on ¢ flight from Muenster to Koeln. During the trip the pilot bacame lest and strayed into
Belgian territory. After a forced landing, caused by sircraft engine trouble, the Belgians captured
parts of the German wer plan. Although only fragments of the plen fell into Belgian hands, Hitler
did not believe the testimony of the otficers and postponed the offensive untll some time in the
spring. This, for the first time since September 27, 1939, provided OKH with an oppartunity to
fundamentally change the October plans. More importantly, the Army General Staff had time to

test changes through its traditional methods and could propery plan & logics) deployment 38
General Halder and the Army Groups conducted a ssriss of war games to test several

scanarios, ultimately convincing the Army Chief of Steff thet von Manstein's oversll concept wes

correct. Tizss wargames led OKH to shift the main effort south of Liege in an advance through the

hrdennes to Sedan. Halder, in an effort to sssert his control over the army group commanders,

also shifted army grouo boundaries, placing dth Army under Armuy Group A. 'n mid Februsry he
also placed all srmorad and motorized forces under a separats army headquarters. His plan was
g’ not without risk. Halder himself, after analyzing his decision, determined that OKH had to take
:- the risks. He summarized it by saying: 77 would de Ympassrdle to justity lo military Mstorians

not lo have laken & risk so promising and r1iled with the possibility of decisive viclory. 39
In mid January 1940, the Army Personnel Offics informed Gansral von Manstein that he

would be replaced as Army Group A's chief of staff, and that he would sssume command of the
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XXX¥11l Corps, s third echeion infantry corps in the upcoming offensive. Coincidentally, von

Manstein, while in route to his new corps command, briefed Hitler on Fsbruary 17, 1940, in
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Manstein, while in route to his new corps comiand, briefed Hitler on February 17, 1940, in
Berlin. Hitler was impressed Dy von Manstein's ideas and immediately summoned von
Brauchitsch and Halder for a meeting on the following day. Halder and von Manstein had only two
or three occasions where they personally interacted. Even though the two Army leaders had no
ides what von Manstein's brisfing contained, it was very similar to their own and Hitler accented
the OKH version. This plan is recorded in history as the "Sichelschnitt Plan” (cut of the scythe)
(see Appendix A, Map 6). General Halder based his plan on several war games. Although the plan
contained many of von Manstein's idess, Halder actually developed the plan through meticulous
General Staff work. Hitler, finally satisfied, acceptod the plan and OKH issued it to the army
groups on February 24, 1940. General Halder vehemently defended his plan against any mejor
changes by either Army Group A or B after this point, making it clear that his Sichelschnitt Plan

was final 40

The plan published on February 24, 1940 provided a sound foundation, althouch many of
the detalls that would ultimately make it so sumﬂ;l still required meticulous staff work. In
retrospect the operationai plan was not conceived by any one individual, but rather through a
combination of General Staff planners employing all the specialized know ledge, weighing risks in
order to arrive at the best possible solutions. The Sichalschnitt Plan evolved over time, probadly
througn a matcn of von Manstein's strategic concapts and Hitler's ideas. Halder, ihe tschnocrat,
absorbed and analyzed all the varried 1dses and developad it into the actual campaign plan. Finally
the General Staff tested it for fessibility. The Sichelschnitt Plan, however, 1iks its October 1939
predecessors, did not reach beyond the fall of France. The General Staff still lacked an overall

political and military strategy for war with all belligersnts, because of OKH's reiuctancs to

undertake any offensives. This shortsighted outlook was the seed for future disasters.41

The road was now open to begin preparations and to dedicate training for an offensive in the
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training over the winter months to rectify tactical, disciplinary, and equipment problems
fdentifted in after action reports from the Polish campaign . Ganeral Halder and the army group
commanders hed their hands full over the next 12 weeks preparing the Germen srmy for the
execution of this offsnsive, while at the same time fixing mejor problems in the arses of

©x

organizetion and tratning.42
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END NOTES
CHAPTER TWO
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\Zossen 1s a town about 20 miles south of Berlin, where OKH maintained its fisid
headquerters from October 1939 to May 1940 after which the headquarters moved to
Muensteraifel, closar to the German-Belgian frontier, for the Battle of France. After the Battle of
France it was relocated at Fontainebieeu, France. Hitler used the term Zossen in a derogatory
manner, often referring to the OKH leadership 8s the "Spirit of Zossen" (defeatists). Telford
Taylor, 7he/March of Conguest (New York: Simon and Schuster, 19S8), p. 15,

2Hang-Adolf Jacobsen, Fa// b, p. 32; for additional information on opposition to
Hitler's plens see Edgar Roshricht's Priicht und Gewissen Erinnerungen eings aeuischen
enerals, pp. 151-155; and Walter Warlimont's /nside Hitler s Headportsrs |939- 1948

3General von Bock took command of Army Group B on October 10, 1939; Generaloberst
Franz Halder, /e Haider Dlarss, p. 100; Max Domarus, A/t/ar Raden und Prak/amationen
1932- 1945 Kommentiert vaon sinem abulscnen 2eliganossen Yol. |1 Untergang Erster Halbbend
1939-1940 (Wiesbaden: R. Loewitt, 1973), pp. 1378-1393; also Chapter three (Hitler
Elects to Attack in the West), in Herold C. Deutsch's book, 7/ Comspiracy ago.nst Hitler in the
Twilight Wer "
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4Fador von Bock was born on December 3, 1880 in the town of Kustrin. He entered the
Prussian Sth Guard Foot Regiment in March 1898. Yon Bock distinguished himself as a staff
officer during World War |, He was promoted to the rank of Figld Marshal on July 19, 1940. Yon
Bock saw no further service after 1942 and on May 4, 1945, died of wounds suffered during an
RAF strafing stiack. Lewis, Fargotian Lagians, p. 90; and Taylor, 7/ /March of Conquest, p.
40S.

Swilhelm Ritter von Leeb was born on Seplember S, 1876, in Passsu and became an
officer in the 4th Bavarian Artillery Regiment. In the Raichsheer hs commanded the 7th Infantry
Division. After his retirement in 1938, von Leeb was called back to active duty to command
Army Group C during the German offensive in 1940. Amongst his peers von Leeb was regarded as
a defensive “"position” specialist and considersd to be somewhat out of date m his mijitary
‘hinking. Hs 3aw no further service arter 1942, Ritter von lLesb died at the age 9f 30, in
Hohenschwangau. Taylor, goeil, p. 19;and Keillg, O&s Dewische Heer, p.193,

IEPESIVE SO LA

6 Jacobsen, apeit, p. 1S. y

7Walter von Reichenau was born in Karisruhe on October 8, 1884. During Worid War |, he ]
served in the 1st Prussian Guards Field Artillery Regiment and later as a staff officer. In f
° February 1934 hs became the Chief of the Ministerial-Ami, Reichswehr-Ministerium and in
Ny October 1935 headed Kreis-Gruppenkommado VIl (later Wehrkrsis YIl), Munich. Yon
N Reichenau, aiss known as "Hans Dampf in allen Gassen" (Hans who gets into every ally) was
labeled a Nazi officer because of always maintaining good contacts to the party. In 1934 he played
a leading role during the Roehm~crisis, taking the initiative and convincing Hitler of Roehm's
- goals and intentions with regards to the army. Promoted Colonel-General on Oclober 1, 1939 he
assumed command of the 6th Army. On July 19, 194Q he received his promotion to Field
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Marshal. Interestingly enough, when Guderian recommended von Reichensu to replace von
Brauchitsch in November 1939, Hitler simply replied, "this General is too political for my
taste”. Von Reichenau was a modern officer who understood the technical innovations of the day.
Even though labeled a Nazi officer, von Reichenau did not fold when confronted by Hitier, on the
contrary, he always, spoke his mind in a very confident manner. Von Reichenau later developed
doubts and finally broke with the Hitler altogether. Lewis, apcrt, p. 32; Taylor, apcit, pp.
399, 40; and Nicolaus von Below, Als Aitiers Agiutant, pp. 72-713 and 443,

8Guenther von Kluge, born on October 30, 1882 in Posen, begen his military career in the
46th Prussion Field Artillery Regiment in 1901, He remained in the Reichsheer and commanded
an artillery regiment. 1933 he became Inspector of Signal Troops and in 1934 assumed command
of the 6th Infantry Division. Yon Kluge commanded the 4th Army during the Battle of Francs in
1940 and was promoted to Field Marshal on July 19, 1940. He led from the front. His
personality was somewhat complex and rendsred him unapproachable to many. Thus, von Kluge
wes a difficult person as a superior, for many subordinates. Linked to the resistance movement,
he committed suicide after the failed attempt on Hitler's life in 1944, Kslllg, gpe/t, p. 168,
Lewis, azcit, p. 10S.

9Yon Brauchitsch requested von Bock's opinion on the planned offensive because he did not
want anyone to have the impression that he was using von Reichenau's opinion to back his awn.
The military community was well aware of von Reichenau's opposition to the offensive in the
West. Yon Bock, in his diary, doss not clearly state what his reply to ven Brauchitsch was. One
can only assume it to have been negative since the reply went by personal courier and aircraft to
Berlin.  Generalfeldmarschall Fador von Bock, Japduchnotizen westen 4 10.39-95 40,
National Archives and Records Service (NARS), T84/271, pp. 1-3; Herold C. Deutsch, /%¢
ansa)im:' aainst Hrtler in the Twilignt War (Minneepolis: The University of Minnesota Press,
1968), pp.72-78.

10Damarus, goovt, Yot ll, p. 1394; Atotal of 17 Directives for the Conduct of War were
issued between August 31, 1939 ond August 1, 1940. Teylor, goc/t, p. 433-434; At ihs
same time Germany experienced a monthly steel deficit of 600,000 tons. Demands of the three
services exceedad her productive capacity, placing the services in a state of constant rivalry for
higher quotas. Halder, obviously concerned with these developments, indicated in his journal that
the " Qb must maks clearcut demands in the aconamic fgid Mot anly military and politicsl
Bmands. 31so aconomic demands . Halder, 7he Haider Disriss, Yol. 2, p. 17: and Burkhart
Mueller-Hillsbrand, Oas Aeer /935-/245, Yol 2 (Frankfurt/M.: Yeriagvon £, o iittler &
Sohn G.M.B.H., 1956), pp. 41-42, 105-107, and 141; also see Appendix D, Force
Expansion.

HJacobsen, qo ¢/, p. 19; Musller-Hillebrand, az cil, 1933-/945 pp. 41-42,
105-106, and 141,

12Halder, goeit, Yol. 2, p. 25; Jacobsen, gocit, p. 19; and Museller-Hillebrand, go
cr, pp. 41-42, 105-107,and 141; also Appendix D, "Force Expansion.”

13Halder, ap erl, Vol 2. p. 30; also, Generals Keitel and Jod! visited Zossen on 22
October 1o discuss the recently publisned operational plan. In their discussion Keitel mentioned
Hitler's displeasure with the plan, and that OKW decided that it was no Yonger necessary to occupy
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Hollanc. (The Chief of Staff of the Luftwaffe became irate when he realized the Operational plan of
October 29, 1939 did not incorporate Holland, The Luftwaffe feared that the British would uss
Outch airfigids fe.: their fighlers. Thus, by Nevember 20, 1939 Holland wes again added to the
offensive and scheduled to be occupied.) Jodl also explained Hitler's ideas of using Special
Operations Forces to capture bridges and ‘he fort at Eben-Emael in Belgium. Lastly, they
informed Halder that Hitler set a firm date for the offensive based on OKH's decision that all
armored forces would be combat ready by 11 November. The new date was set for 12 November.
Jacobsen, gz e/t, pp. 38-39; and Haldsr, goc/t, Vol. 2, p. 111,

COBAL T XS RSN BE’E%

<x

14Gerd von Ruridstedt was born in Aschersleben on December 12, 1875, In 1892 he joined
the 83rd Light Infantry Regiment. After World War 1, he remained in the Reichsheer to command

.
& both a cavalry and infantry divison In 1938 he retired as Colonel-Generai and became the
¢ honorary Colonel of the 18th Infantry Regiment, Called back to active duty in 1939 he served
- initially as Commander Army Group South, and subsequently as Commander-in-Chief, Esst during
t:i the Pclish campaign. Relocating his headquarters to the West after the end of the Palish campaign
' he wes redesignated Commander, Army Group A on 25 October 1939. In this capacity, he
N directed the German forces at the Schwerpunkt of the Western offensive. He enjoyed deep respect
5 not only as the most sentor German gener=1, but bacause of his very resoLscefulngss, ability and
E’: flexibility. As commander he relied on the p~ofessional officars of his staff, providing thein a
'y great deal or flexibliity. Field Marshel von Rundsted:, 8 true bslisver in Auftragstakt'v -
; displayed immenise ability, Kellig, apc/t, p. 281; Taylor, aoc/t, p. 19;end Lewis, apcit,
b p. 106.
i 15Jacobsen, apcil, pp. 28-37; Alistair Horne, 7olase aBattie Fronmce /940 (Bosten:
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Little, Brown and Compeny, 1969), pp. 124-125 and 189-190; Ulrich Liss, Westfrant
1939/40 Erinnerungen cbs Feindbearborlers im Q A, K (Neckargemusnd:  Scharnhorst
Buchkameradschaft, 1959), pp. 102-103; and Doneld S. Detweiler, World War /! German ‘
Military Staies, A collection of 273 special reparts on the Socornd World War preparsd by
rormer officers of ths Wehrmach:t 1or e Uniled Staves( New York & London: Garland Publishing,
Inc., 1979), Vol. Vil, pp. 29-30; also, Hitler decided for November 12 as the oifensive date
since the armored farmations were scheduled to de fully comhat ready on November 11.

16Halder, goert, Yol. 2, p. 38.

17Wilhelm Keitel was born in Heimscherode, on September 22, 1882, Heentered the 46th
Field Artillery Regiment in 1902, After World War | Keite! heid several Reichsheer ncsitions
until he became Military Commandant of Bremen and wes promoted to Generai-Major in 1934. In J
1935 Keite! became Chief of the Wehrmachtant (Principal department handling interservice
planning amongst the three services) in the Ministry of War, By 1938 Keitel achievad the rank
of Colonsl-General. When Hitier, during the Blomborg- Fritsch crisis in 1938, asked von
Blomberg for racommendations on a replacement, Keitel's name came into play. Hitler previously
observed Keitel in the War Ministers office and actually questioned von Blomberg atout him. Yon
Blomberg replied that Keitel was simply in charge of ~unning the routine daily operations of the
Wehrmachtamt (Armad Forces Office), however, Hitler immeaiately indicated that that was
exactly the type of officer he required. Hitler sppointad him Chisi of Oberkommanco der
Wehrmacht (OKW), the successor agency to the Ministry of War. Although an impressive title,
Keitel, uniike von Blomberg, was no' a commander-in-chief of the Wehrmacht, hence he had no
power over the three servicss. Behind his back, fellow officers would refer to him as “Lakeitel”
(ackey). Keiiel remained in his position until the end of the war. Condemned to heng &s a war

28

- .'l.l(' 4'\‘). "-(' )-(' t.“x‘ -f ''''''''''''''''' s \\ "( "'v" v"-{“'-c
“H‘.’\ A\A’(.“. A ains '\ u‘; u’l ! s.:&’t& A J:!‘n\li'f.& LL\'in ..'&. h’\.\.ld‘; 1% A.l‘.l "] h'_l..\b\‘er L q(’ ~ \.‘h \."A.L ....“( L'A.L '\i‘;{%“&

\1
A."’



E“w hade i aRA AV ATA ATA ATA ALAS Rav Rat Bat ot 1.8 Aol Al A0 8 80 82 ) a Ate A% afs s g an a0 sl ol L S8 Toa Lo S ol o' oL oY OV WU W W LR W WU W TR ’\KHT
’

criminal by the Nuernberg Tribunel, his execution was carried out in 1946. Keilig, op¢i?., p.
160; Taylor, aocrd, p. 12-13; Lewis, opcit, p. 43; Below, ¢p¢oit, 66-67; and Horne,
opcrt, p. 143; and Warlimont, opcr?., pp. 12-13.

¢
%
|

18AIfred Jod wes born in ¥usrzburg, Baveriaon May S, 1890. He started his caresr as s
cadet and subsequently joined the 4th Bavarian Field Artillery Regiment in July 1910, and
promoted Lieutenant in October 1912, After World War 1, he served in the Reictsheer. He would
becoms one of the moat dominant fiqures in the OKW. In September 1939 Jodl took over as Chief,
Plans and Operations Division of OKW, and became Hitler's principle military adviser throughout
the war. More forcaful than his superior, Keitel, Jodl often stated his views to Hilter. Jodl,
overwhelmed by Hitler's early successes, became infatueted by his style of leadership.
Consequently, Jodl trested his staff much the same way Hitler trested the leadership of OKH,
simply providing them with detailed instructions for execution, rather than drawing on them for
consultation. Jodl, tried for war crimes before the Nuernbarg Tribunal, was condsmned to death
and executed in 1946, Keilig, aperl, p. 152; Taylor, epcst, p. 13; Lewis, opcsl, p. 63;
and Walter Warlimont, ap¢7¢, pp. 12-13.

ih
Lf- 19Halder, apcit, Yol. 2, p. 39.

20Halder, opcrt, Yol.2, p. 39; also the three Belgian forts wers located at Eben-Emael,
Liege and Namur.

211t is not clearly understood how meny Panzer and motorized units Hitler intended for
thase Panzer Groups. He worried sbout placing all Psnzer and motorized forces st one main
effort, siuth of Liege. He felt thet advancing in twe directions, one north and one south of Liege,
would lead to & better chance for success. One must kesp in mind that Hitler, not trained &
General Stait officer, acted strictly on intuition. Helder, in the course of developing the final
plan, siiminatad this diluted mein effort. The sctusl size of the Panzer Group employsd in May
1940 coneisted of thres corpy (two Panzer and one motorized); later Panzer groups were
renamed Pan2er Armies.

2, jacobsen, oport, p. 41,

, Z3Erich von Lewinski, known as Manstein, was born to a family of nine childran, in Berlin,
\ on November 24, 1887. His father was an artillery general and a member of an old aristocratic
rilitary family thet produced seversl generals during the ninstesnth and twentieth cantury. The
von Mansteins wers childless and adopted Erich at an early age. Hedwig von Manstein, Erich’s new
mother, wes his hirth mother's sister. In 1906, he sntered the 3rd Prussian Foot Guard 1
Regiment und, during World Yar | ssrved on Genersl von Gallwitz's steff throughout most of the ‘
worst fighting at Yerdun. Yon Manstein became cunvinced that attrition warfare was obsolete.
B After the war he remained in the Reichahesr, and in 1935 became Army Chief of Cperations under
E

General Ludwig deck. In 1938, after the Blomberg- Fritsch crisis, von Manstein took command of
the 18th Infantry Division. General von Rundsiudt managed to get yon Manstein in 1939 as hie
chief of staff st Army Group A. Yon Manstein played a key role in the davelooment of the final
operationel pian for the Battie of France. He commanded from corps to army group, and ‘vas
parhaps {he most able field general the German Army produced in the 20th cantury. His interests
were purely professional. Yhen the resistance movement approached him in 1942 to join ina
coup, von Manstein replied that he would only participate after first being allowed to capture
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Sevastopol. Hitler relieved Fisid Marshal von Manstein in March 1944, pecause of sharp
differances between the two men. He ssw no further service during the war. After World War I,
von Manswin tried for war crimes, was sentenced to 12 years imprisonment. After his sentence
was sharpiy reduced, he rotired to Essen. Yon Manstein assisted the new German Bundeswehr in
“Amt Blank" and died on June 10, 1973, Keilig, apel, p. 196; Manstein, op i, pp. 658~
659; Horne, apcor?d, p. 150-151; and F. W. von Mellenthin, GermenGenersls of 'vorid wer
/1 As ? SewThem (Norman: Universityof Oklshome Press, 1977), p. 19.

23Hgrne, opcit, pp. 140-142; and Jacobsen, op¢vt., pp. 50-53.

24Horne, opert, p. 143-144; also Hitler realized that relieving the Commander in Chief
of the Army at this stage of the war would have & destabilizing effect on the Army and public
relations

230K is the abbreviation of Oberkommando der Wehrmacht, Hitler created OKW to repiace
the Ministry of War in 1938. After Hitler relieved Field Marshal von Blomberg in 1938, War
Minister ind Commandsr in Chief of the Wehrmacht, he personelly sssumad the position of
Commander in Chief. The position of War Minister remained vacant. Instead, Hitler appointed
Wilhelm Keitel Chief of Staff OKW. This assured Hitler thet the three service chiefs would

answer him directly. Army steffs routinely referred to OKY as "Oben Kein Wiederstand®, no
resistance st the top.

26Hein2 Guderian wss bornin Kulmon June 17, 1888. After attending the Karsruhe Cadet
School and the Cadet School at Gross-Lichterfelde, Barlin, he joined the 10th Hannoverian Jaeger
Sattalion in 1908. After transferring with the bettalion to Gosler in the Harz Mounteins,
Guderian fell in love with Margarete Gosrne. Whan thay wantad to marry, her father disapproved
because of her tander age, 18 years old. Guderian ayreed to a two yeer waiting period and asked
for a resssignmant during this time. His father, a Gensraimajor, suggestsd signal troops rather
than machine guns. Guderian agreed, and transferred to the 3rd Telegragh Battelion in Koblenz.
His time with the telegragh battalion shaped his futurs idesas on warfare. In 1913 Guderian
earned one of 168 slots at the Potsdam Yar Academy. |n the same year he married Margarste.
Guderian, quick on his feet, sarned the nickname "Schneilsr Heinz", in years to come. During
‘Norid ‘Nar |, Guderian served. as [nteiligence Officer at Sth Army resdquarters, 4th Army
Headquarters, and 4th Infantry Division. He served as the logistician for the the Xth Corps, and
commanded the 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantrv Regiment. During the interwer period, Guderian
commanded the 2nd Panzer Division, and X¥ith Corps. On September 1, 1939 he assumed
command of XIXth Corps (rsnamed XiXth Panzer Corps for the Battle of Francs). He held
numerous command positions at echelons above corps and ssrved ss the 1ast Army Chief of Staff
from July 1944 until May 194S, After his relesse a3 prisoner of war in 1948, he settied in
Scheengau. Colonei-Genaral Guderian a. D. died on May 14, 1954, Keilig, Qlas Jevische teer,
p. 111; Horst Scheibert, Qas War Guderien (Friedberg: Podzun-Pallss-Yerleg GMBH ), pp.
15 and 165; and Kenneth Mackssy, Guwderian Crestor of the Blilzkrieg (Mew York: Stein and
Day Publishers, 1976), pp. 33-37; also, Guderian's new motorized group was scheduled to be
composed of one motorized division, one 35 Regiment (Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler), Infanterie
Regiment “Grosadeutschiand”, and the 4th Light Division. Army Group A operations order, dtd
November 17, 1939, the SS regiment is "Leibstandarte S3 Adol? Hitler". NARS T311/246,
Beilage 1 zu Anlage 1 2. H. Gr. Befehl Nr. 3 den 17. November 1939,

[ S

27According to the Task Organization for the Army Group A operations order, of November
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17, 1939, the 3S regiment is “Leibstandartie SS Adoif Hitler". NARS T311/246, Beilage i 2u
Anlage 1 2. H. Gr. Befehl Nr. 3, den 17. November 1939,
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E‘:E 28Jacobsen, apoit, pp. 52-53.
: 29Halder, ap i, Yol. 2, p. 48; Jacobsen, gpert, pp. 52-53; Fisld Marshal Fedor von
Bock, Zapduchnotizen Westen 4.10.39-9.5.40, p. 18; also read Appendix D, Force Expansion.
o
o 30Jacobsen, go ort, p. 50-53; and Heinz Guderian, Panar Leader tronslated by
e Constantine Fitzgibbon (New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1969), pp. 67-68; also
N there were a total of 29 postponements of the offensive date throughout the winter and spring
.‘ period of ‘39 -'40:
= Nr. of Decision date: Attack date: Nr. of days shifted:
"‘3' postponements:
:é 5 Nov 39 12 Nav 39 (7 days to deploy)
[ ] .
N ! 7 Nov 39 15 Nov 39 3
i~ 2 9 Nov 39 19 Nov 39 4
ro 3 13 Nov 39 22 Nov 39 3
e 4 16 Nov 39 26 Nov 39 4
e S 20 Nov 39 3 Dec 39 7
g 6 27 Nov 39 9Dec 39 6
o (S deys to deploy)
o 7 4 Dec 39 11Dec39 2
i 8 6 Dec 39 17 Dec 39 6
o 9 12 Dec 39 I Jan 40 15
133 10 27 Dec 3@ (13 0r14Jan 40) 12
L 1 9 .Jan 40 14 Jan 40 -
x::" i2 10 Jan 40 17 Jan 40 3
h 13 13 Jan 40 20 Jan 40 3
2 14 16 Jen 40 some time in
o the spring
N
::f‘: (24 hours 1o deploy)
",
N S (6 Mer 40 18 Mer 40 -)
L 16 (13 Mar 40 nothing definate ~)
[ 17 (14 Mar 40 not before
S 22 Mar 40)
o 18 (26/27 Mar 40 probably on
N 14 Mar 40)
0 19 (10 Apr 40 13 Apr 40 -)
N 20 (14 Apr 40 21/22Apr 40 -)
N 21 (18 Apr 40 not before
N 2V Apr 40)
W
®
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22 (22 Apr 40 notmnq definate -)
23 (27 Apr 40 betw. 1-7 May)

24 30 May 40 S May 40 -)
25 3 May 40 6 May 40 1
26 4 May 40 7 May 40 1
27 S May 40 8 Msy 40 i
28 7 May 40 9 May 40 |
29 8 May 40 10 May 40 final

Jacobsen, goort, p. 141,

31Jacobsen, apcit, p. S3.
32von Bock diafy, pp. 10-20, conerwng the dates 27 October 0 15 November 1339,

33Jacobsen, aporl, pp. 148-152; von Manstein, avcst, pp. 103-1C4; end Horne,
acit, p. 152 and 155.

34Manstein, goort, pp. 101-103.
3SJacobsen, qoeit, p. 152,

36ibid., p. 148-152; Menstein, gpert, pp. 101-1G3; Horne, goovt, pp. 124-125;
aiso Robert Allen Doughty's 7he Sass of Disaster The Develaoment oF French Armyv Owirine
79719- 7939 provides an excellent account of French doctrine for that time period.

37Based on Keitsl's visit on 22 October , CKH removed the occupation of Holland frain #'s 29
October operational plan. OKH published its plan without consuiting OKL. This iesulted in on
immediately complaint by the Luftwaffe, because it felt that once Germany violated Belgian
rieutratity Britain would use Dutch fighter bases. Consequently, OKW issued Directive #6 for the
Conduct of War on 20 November with the following chenges to the basic 29 October pien:

1. The Army must occuny Holland

D. The main effort remains with Army Gro:p B, however, OKH must be prepared to smit to
Army Group A should the opportunity arise.

On 23 November , Hitler assembled about 120 leading generals and admirals of the three services
at the chancellery to explain his offensive philosophry io them. His menalog began at noon and
lasted several hours. Among other things, Hitler attacked the Army leedership for not conforming
to his offensive ideas. He labeled OKH as “Zossen Geister ~ ( Defestists from Zossen), and declared
personal war on 7iesmacher " (trouble mekers) who dared to oppose his aims. He praised the
Luftwaffe and Navy for their achievements. The entire theme of Hitler's speech was a rebutal of
von Brauchitsch's accusations of S November. Hitler called General von Brauchitsch to the
chancellery for another mesting at 1800 hours to again denounce his Army Commander in Chief.
Yon Brauchitsch offered his resignation, but Hitler refused on the grounds that he (von
Brauchitsch) 1ike any other soldier must perform his duty. Later that evening, Guderian spoke to
Hitler and recommended that von Brauchitsch be relieved as o result of the ruehrer's lack of
confidence in his Army Commander. Guderian recommended von Reichenau &s a replacement.
Hitler, however, declined. Domerus, A/f/er, Yol. |l Untergang, pp. 1420-1427; and,
directives referred to in the Jenuary 17, 1940 offens’ve date, were thoss issued on Oct 10,
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Novi1, 15, 20, end 28, 1939

38Major Helimuth Reinberger, 8 Luftwaffs paratroop officer, sgainst strict orders, carried
the top secret operational plan while on a flight from Muenster to Koein. His pilot, Captain Erich
Hoenmann, because of poor visibility, strayed into Belgian territory and, while attempting to
return to the German border the ME 108 developed engine trouble. Unable to restart the engine,
Hoenmann mede an emergency landing near the village of Mechelen, Belgium. Reinberger,
borrowing matche. from a Belgian farmer, attempted to burn the plans behind & hedge not far
from the wrecksge. Hoenmann in the meantime tried to act sy the sole German when Belgian
officers and troops arrived. The Beigian officers, spotting Reinberger's smoke, apprahended him
al®0. Reinberger later had another opportunity to burn sdditional papers when Belgian officers
left him and Hosnmenn unettended. The Belgians stopped him again and, finelly realizing that
Reinberger carried something important, confiscated the papers. Consequently, portions of the
operational plan fell into Allied hands. The German military attache interviewed both officsrs
shortly afterwards and reported that the Belyians only obtained non essential information. Hitler
remained unconvinced by the reports and postponed the offensive indefinitely. This proved
fortunate fur OKH because now, for the first time, an opportunity existed to fundamentally change

the Octobor 29 plan. Jecobsen, o2 ¢7f, pp. 93-99; Harne, o¢ off, p. 156-157;, amd
m' Halder, opeit, Yol. 2, p. 24.

r:.'\

P;:;:- 39Halder, op<?t, Yol. 3, pp. 80-81; and Jacobsen, aocst, pp. 148-152.

o

ED“- 40Jacobsen, opoff, pp. 148-152; Guderian, a2 c7f pp. 69-71, During the war game

st Mayen on 14 February, Halder agreed to employing XIXth and X1¥th Panzer Corps side by side
through Belgium. It also became appersnt to the Army Chief of Steff thet this armored thrust
should have a separate Army headquarters. Halder chose the General Ewald von Klsist to command
the armored force over Guderisn. Guderian, &p¢st., pp. 69-70.
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41Jacobsen, opeit, p. 153; and Horne, aper?, p. 166-168.

42Lewis, opcrtl, pp. 94-98.
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PREPARING THE ARMY
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Most armies sxperience difficulties in their first combat actions. These are ususlly as 8
result of the process of changing from peacs time training conditions to the realities of war.
Previous deployments of the Garman Army occurred during the Austrian AascA/ussand the

Czechosiovakian invssion and, although these actions provided interesting lessons for

‘ ks A NAL

logisticians and organizational planners, they did not tast the yourg army in combat. The Polish
Campaign sarved as the actual proving ground for the German Army, and a8 such identified some
unique problems for the German Army's General Staff. The General Staff and field commanders
snalyzed the Army's performance ind utilized the lassons learned for improvements. it
therefore becomes rather obvious why the German General Staff was so opposed to an immediate
winter offensive in the West. Gens~al von Brauchitsch wanted his regular units to digest tho
lessons from the recent campsign, but more importantly, hastily organized divisions called up
for the Polish campaign flagrantly lacked training and toughness, Reorganizetion and training
thus became the Field Army's top priority. Continuous alerts and the coldest winter in recant
history, howevsr, prevented an ordsrly reorganization of forces and effected all aspects of

training in a negative manner.
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Before the guns of the Polish campaign fell silent, the German General Staff began to
evaluate the Army's performance. |t quickly became apparent that a number of problems
required solutions, chief of which were training and unit cohesion. Lack of training and impetus
within the army had caused the German officer corps 8 high proportionate number of losses in
Poland. The credit for the campaign went to the senior-army lsedership, superior weepons, and

material. German employment of Luftwalfe and Panzer formations, presented the Polish

faneral Staff with a hopsless situation. !

The German Army Chief of Staff began to evaluate the Army's performance toward the snd of
'he Polish campaign, and thus was able 10 plan for and initiate changes immediately. He rejected
any large scale activation of new units with the exception of five previously planned infantry
divisions. Thess divisions received confiscaled Czechoslovakian equipment sinte no German
equipment was available. OKH originally planned for & defensive posturs in the West and started
regrganizing, training, and equipping forces on the Wastern Front. Not discarding a8 war of
movement in the West, however, the Army General Staff planned for and expected two-thirds of

the field army to quickly undertake offensive operations in the West. Thus, OKH ordered the

fitting of the fir<! *hrough fourth draft infantry divisions to full strength.2

The accelerated bufld up of forces from 1934 to 1939 produced divisions with varied grades
of combat efficlency. This became primarily noticable in the motorized infantry divisions when 1
they proved too cumbersome in Poland under the 1939 argenization. As a resuit of these |
deficiencies OKH, initiated organizational changes, adjusted its Tables of Organization (TOE), and
reorganized mo*: i, + divisions from three to two regiments ( see Appendix |, Tables of
Organization and Equipment {TO&E}). Reducing the three regiment (mot.) infantry divisions by
one regiment served to stireamline that orgenization, and the extracted regiments were used to

increaso the number of ff ., y battallons in Panzsr and light divisions from three to four.
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Under a long term project light divisions converted to Panzer divisions, as new tanks became
available. Mast of thesa long term changes wers aiready in progress when Hitler presented his
generals with the "fait accompii” on September 27, 1939. Acting immediately to rmeet the
Fuehrer's goals, OKH dropped a meticulous organized transition in favor of a high speed

reorganization, resuiting in a non uniformly equipped army with questionable combat efficiency.3
On September 1, 1939 the majority of active duty divisions deployed to the Eastern Front,
while several active but mostly reserve divisions. deployed to the West. Typically reserve

divisions had few requiar army officers serving in commander and operations officer/chief of

staft positions. The S8th Infantry Division for example had 300 out of 490 officers with no
combat experience or training since 1918, About 9038 of the troops wers sither World War |
veterans or had only received short term military training. The operations officer/chief of staff
of this division reported his unit as non combat ready in November 1939 and, unless given a

rigorous training program behind the front at an army training center, predicted no change in
readiness status. The S8th Infantry Division was not an isolated case, sincs only 11 of 35

divisions in the West wers active guty divisions.4

General Halder directed his efforts at improvements not only toward the organization of the

forcs, but also at the weapon systems and training. Initial impressions indicated problems with

the MG 34 5, became easily dirtied by dust and mud because of delicate workmanship. Although
the army adopted the weapon as standard machine gun shortly before the war, Poland served as its

proving ground. Halder immediately ordered the Army Weapens Office to take correctiva action.

- el

- The 81 mm mortar proved its worth in the short conflict.6
At the tactical levei, the General Staff identified serious problems that would have to bs
addressed prior to the campaign in the West. Camouflage against air attack, although desmed very

bad, could probably be attributed to a non-existant Polish airforce shortly after the conflict
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started. Consequently, units relexed snti-aircraft defense. Infantry tended to bunch up. Also
rated low were combat reconnaissance and defensive postures by units during rest periods,
especially after long marches. Halder requested his staff to look into establishing reconnaissance
units at corps level. in the area of traffic control, vital to moving large matorized formations,
the army aiso rated itself low. Police employed for the purpase of traffic control proved

ineffective, prompting Halder to direct immeciately the formation of a military staff solely for

R S TS S N T e B D S B m‘j

the purpose of traffic control. Msrksmanship recsived excellent ratings.?

=

E Upon completion of the Polish campaign OKH began collecting offictal after action reports to

L; formalize its conclusions. Although a successfull campaign, German commanders and staffs spared

: no criticism in their reports. Indications from all levels suggested that problems existed in the

\h Army's performance during the Polish campaign, although, by and large the Army and the

! individual soldier fought well. The Army's fundamental doctrine and structurs :eceived soims

L‘ ratings, but changes proved necessary.8 |
;": Light divisions fared well in Poland against a disorganized enemy, hewever, OKH

5 acknow ledged the Western Allies as a more potent challenge, forcing an accelerated reorganization

E of all light divisions into armared divisions. Panzer and motorized formations lived up to their

E': pre-war expectations, although, a lack of initiative plagued the ranks of .mid and junior grade J
a officers. Panzer and Infantry cooperation still left much to be desired. In one case General

i Guderian personally intervened at company 1avel to maintain the momentun.: of an attack.9

»‘ infantry did not show the same resilience as in 1914, and ressrvist units especially

E suffered high rates of exhaustion during long approach marches. Infaniry night fighting and

£ combat in rough terrain acquired inadequate ratings. Transition from offense to defense presented

‘ Germoan units with difficulty, occupying linear defenses rather than the doctrinally correct

E defense in depth. General Halder noted in his journal, on September 14, 1939, "delaying defense”

:

‘
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must go. German soldiers of 1939 seemed pampered compared to those of 1914, The ynith
serving in 1939, wers brought up under the National Socialist system and taught to think only of
themselves and to be their own leaders. Hitler spent enormous sums of money to build model
barracks for his new army, and trestment of soldiers became less severe and frugal compared to
the pre 1914 army. Previously members of the Hitler Youth and having served six months in the

Relchsarbeilsaianst (Reich Labor Service), these young soldiers wers full of faith and ideals,

however, their spiritualized ptjinciples failed to match the hardness required for battle. 10

The tremendous expansion of the German Army from '35 to ‘39 actually led to a decline in
the overall performance of its soldiers. The relatively small Reichsheer cadre found itself
incapable of singlehandedly supporting such a dramatic expansion. Too many -inexperienced
junior officers and NCO's conducting training resulted in an overall decrease in basic soidier

skills. Trench warfare mentality still plagued some of the World War | officer veterans, stifling

BN RS PN T L2 S g

their reection to mobile warfare. 1!

The accelerated growth of the German officer corps from 1933 to 1939 diluted the junior

ranks .¥f the professional officer corps of the Reichsheer, resulting in leadership problems during

the Polisii Campaign that required immediate attention. The poor leadership of junior officers

ther sfore became a major concern of the Army’s Commander: in Chiev after the Polish Campaign.
Well trained soldiers, poorly led, are an ineffectiva force. The German Army officer corps grew

at a tremendous rate from it's 4,000 professional Reichshesr officers in 1933 to 25,000 active

LIS IO PR e T
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Army officers in 1939. One must consider that about SO0 officers of the original Reichsheer

cadre transferred to the newly formed Luftwaffe in 1935. An additional 450 were medical and

A

veterinary officers. Officers of the State Police transferred into the Army when Hitler ordered

i_ their incorporation as part of the expansion program. After the "Anschluss” Austrian officers and
y Czechoslovakian officers of German origin filled available officer billets. Officer candidates,
2
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however, provided the vast majority of junior officers.12

Soldiers and WCO's, mesting necessary qualifications attended officer candidate schools.
After completing the course, they returned to their units and, having demonstrated the ability to
lead, received commissions. By spring of 1940, 1,500 to 2,000 officer candidates & month

returned to units. In contrast, Reichaheer officers required the 427722 and recsived military
education in the tradition of the old imperial army. This new officer corps, fragmented by old
traditions and & new way of life, did not have time to s0lidify with a cohesive asa77¢ de corpsby
1939. During and after the Polish campaign discipline, benavior, and dress code violations,
outside military installations became 30 rampent that von Brauchitsch ordered the formation of
the Feeressireifencienst, Army Military Police P;otrola, with the sole mission of inforcing
discipline and order. These units, assigned to army level headquarters, were directly responsible
to the army's chief of staff and had complete authority to punish soldiers in the absence of their
commanders. |n February 1941, the /HeeressireiGndienst bocame part of the Wesrmecht-
Stretfencienst, Armed Forces Military Police Patrol, becauss each service had established its own

version snd 8 consolidation ssemed more sppropriate. The Army's Sireffenc¥ensi, however,

, already enjoyed full power of authority over all three branches’ soldiers 14 J
. Ganeral von Brauchitsch set the training wheels in motion. by issuing the first of a series of !
E:; directives to correct training deficiencies. (n the directive, titled “The Training of the Field
E:‘ Army~, the ObdH insisted commanders utilize the 1ull before the campaign in the West to perfect ‘
\.\ the Field Army's performance, discipline and cohesion. He expacted realistic training for his
E soldiers, emphasizing soldier education and a toughening of charactsr to ready them for the
:;’ challengs of fighting a well equipped and trained snemy. Gensral von Brauchitsch expected marked
L:'J improvements in reconnaissance and security, march discipiine, infantry fire discipline,

:f: preparing units for long marches, improved stamina, better cooperation between arms, offensive
£
°




and defensive tactics during limited visibility, and a cleer understanding of defensive doctrine, 15
In the second half of his directive, the Army Commander in Chief stressed combat leadership
in the officer corps. General von Brauchitsch expected units to train their reserve officers tc the
same standards as reguler army officers. The general also wanted an intensified noncommissionsd
officer {NCQ) training program, with special emphasis in the reserve NCO ranks. He demanded
high standards to avoid their position as leaders, trainers, and educators from sinking as it had in

the last yeers of World War 1,16 Lastly, General von Brauchitsch, emphasizing the traditional

Prussian notion, expressed his military philosophy that "discipline is the foundation of victory in

both military form and courtesy”. He expected this subject to recgive particular attention at

every school or command. 17

OKH issued a second key document on October 13, aimed at reorgenization at the tactical
level from company down to squad. This change resulted in a significant retraining program for
the Army. Basoad on conclusive evidence that the infantry company's orgenization resuited in a

lack of maneuverability and too little capability in way of rapid fire weapons, General von

Brauchitsch directed a reorganization of the infantry squad. Under the new organization the squad 4
consisted of 10 men (see Appendix |, Infantry Company (motorized). Arming the squad leader i
with a submachine, gun rather than a K98 rifle, and issuing each squad an MG 34, significantly
improved the unit's firepower. Changing the composition of the infantry squad aiso caused a
reorganization of the German infantry platoon. Previously operating on the half platoon
principle, one haif of the platoon consisted of machine guns and mortars, the other half of
maneuver troops. Unde. its reorganization the infantry platoon consisted of four rifle squads, one

three man SOmm mortar section, and a headquarters section. This new organization forced

lisutenants and NCOs to lead troops rather than pesition machine guns and mortars. 18

fn October 1939, van Brauchitsch re-instituted a World War | monthly status report on
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combat readiness at division and corps level. The significance of this report wes that commanders
did not have to fear retaliation for submitling unfaverable comments and evaluations. Yon

Brauchitsch wanted to avoid mistakes of '14 -'18, when the German High Command overestimated

the fighting capability of frontline units.19 These gvaluation reports formed the basis of training
programs for the '39 -'40 winter period, and cleery implicated the army as il prepared for a
campaign in the West. Yon Brauchitsch expected to utilize the status reports to convincs Hitler of
the army's unpreparedness, hoping the Fuehrer would concede {0 a lengthy postponement of the

offensive, and thersbyy provide the necessary time to correct shortcomings.29

OKH estabiished and supervised training programs for commanders. Yon Bruachitsch
entrusted company and battery commanders’ training to field army heedquarters, however , OKH
maintainad control of courses for battalion and regimental commanders. Only combat experienced
officers and NCOs would fill the school staffs. OKH instituted and monitored the objective
standerds sat for thess schools. Casa studies of officers failing to show initiative during the Polish
campaign became the basis for leadership instruction. As a result, OKH encouraged senior
commanders to inspire junior officers and NCOs to take initiative, while at the same time not
ignoring their stated orders, thus failure to display initiative became equated to disobeying an

order. Compelling officers and NCOs to perform under conditions of constant physical and mental

duress served to identify weak leaders.2!

There werse, however, problems in the implementation of unit training since raost of the

German Army was o the Western Front and remained on constant alert, There was also 8 lack of
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training areas along the Western Front, capable of accomodating large scale maneuvers. Units

began to experience deteriorations in troop morale becauss of the long period of position warfare

- hl
7
2
i
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E. and on account of working on construction projects along the West Wall. OKH's training concept

'\ also included divisions scheduled to deploy from the eest. in early November, Halder determined
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that these divisions required two full weeks of intensive traimrg to prepsre for combat in the

Wes, 22

Army commariders at all levels concerned themselvss with the offensive spiril of seldiers
ond leaders. The Army Grouo B commander, Generai von Dock, as late as April 28, 1940
cri‘iqued units after training exercises. During these critiques he emphasized his displessure
with “over cautious” leadership. Von Bock wantad to instiil "attack, attack, attack™, however,
cautioned againet irresponsible incitemen!, Most importantly, he reelized the mission of his
a'my group in the overall scheme. The decepticn plan deperded on Army Group B gaining and
maintaining prassure on the Allied armies. Success rested on aggressive leadership at all levels,
but espscially at company and platoon levels. Disengaging would provide the Allies an pportunity
to shift forces and could possibly jeopardize the armered breek through in the Ardennes and the

subsequent thrust to the channel.23

in early December the Army Commender in Chisf reelized that an opportunity for mors
structured training axisted, so he had OKH issue anather directive to Army Groups A and B.
Halder ordered accelerated training for both Army Groups and reserves through Christmes.
Training focus shifted to battalion through division level exercises. Corps were to establish 10
~ 12 day training courses for officers, NCOs, and prospective NCOs. Only officers having previous
command experience could serve as instructors. Infantry units were instructed to train in
otfensive tactics under their new TO&E. Unfortunatsly not ail units in the field had switched to
the new TO&Es. XXl Corps, later Panzer Group von Kleist, complied and conducted
reorganization at a double time even though the required new weapons and equipment had not
arrived. Artillery units underwent extensive live fires and engineers began practicing laying and
clearing minefields and river crossing operations. Since mobile warfare relied on good

communicatiuns, signal units wers directed to develop training programs to increase their levels

.......
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of proficiency.24

OKH restricted training exercises to units' present field locations or the nearest military
installation. Some commanders oblained authority to remaove units from front lines for training,
provided designated reserves were available 1o fill the gaps. OKH, however, dented commanders
the use of rail transport for thess training activities because the Reicnsbahn could not suppart the
army. An unprecedented harsh winter and fuel shortages coupled with high usage and poor
maintenance of locomotives, raiiroad yards, and rail lines during recent years caused o
deterioration of the entire rail network. This reached alarming proporiions during the winter of
‘39 -'40 when alements of the war indusiry came to a standstil] because the Reichsbahn couid not
daliver coal. Only upon Hitler's orders and the introduction of Four Year Plan initiatives in serly
January 1940 did things finally begin to roll again. Consequenily, OKH imposed limits on
distances of troop movements t0 precluds over ambitious leaders from going to extremes.
Marching units could not move further than two night marches and motorized units no more than
one night march. General von Brauchitsch privately discussed his concerns over training with
his chief of staff. He feared commanders would place their sole facus on training behind the front.
Yon Brauchitsch, well aware of problems associatec with training in the vicinity of the frontier,
informed Halder that some unils would just have to accept the circumstances and train at the
Front.25

Engineers, destined to carry a heavy burden in the coming offensivs, received special
instructions to conduct waterborne assaults and bridging operations at predetermined locaticns
along the Rhine and Moselle. However, much of the ergineer bridging equipment consisted of
captured stocks, resulting tn many engineer units having 10 dedicate valuable training time just

familiarizing themselves with this equipment. Regimental engineer commanders of army level

Feadquerters supervised these training and exercise activities,26
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Tha German Ganeral Staff was well aware of the numerous water obstacles in the path of the
advancing armies. The Army, however, experienced an acute shortage of both enginesr personnel
and equipment that could not be remedied until February or March 1940. As a resuit OKH issued

orders in the spring of 1940 to train infantr; units in engineer assault tasks. This freed

" sufficient enginesrs for the technical requirements of bridging, but placed a tremendous burdon 1
on the infantry te conduct its own sapper missions. Motorized machine qun bettalions, often : 1
,Q apersti ;. riependently without help from snginesrs, bscame the first units to undergo apecisl ‘
E enginesr assault training. Thess units trained in the removal of explosives from barrisrs and ;
E clearing mine fislds. Each infantry platoon trained one mechine gun crew as sssault engineers. ‘
r’ Thus, when needed, one NCO and flvs eniisted men per platcon or nine NCO's and 45 enlisted men 'J

.

! per battalion were capable of filling the ssssult enginesrs’' role. Esch motorized infantry

540 handgranades, 18 mine detectors, 36 roils of white engineer taps, an assortment of biasting

1

company, in sddition to it's narmal equipment, carried 20 shaped charges, 10 satchel charges, ;

|

caps, and 8 variety of materials to rig expiosives and clear snd mark paths through mine fields.27 |
Reviewing the snormous training raquirements, OKH became incressingly concerned with |

the unsuthorized use of militey vehicles. A number of factors contripbuted to this concern: a

shortage of petroleum, poor road condi‘ions, a shortags of vehicles, low maintenance standards,

and poor driving standarys of soldiers. Ganeral von Brauchitsch figurad that officers and soldiers

were using military vehicles to visit wives and girifriends, whils training in rear areas. General

Haldar discussed pessible solutions with army group commanders.<3
The '39 -4 winter, the worst in several years, caused an inordinate amount of frost

damage to roads cn the Western Front. As late as 15 April 1940, frost levels sxtended 60 cm

below the surface. in the 12th snd 16th Armies’ sectors road conditions became catestrophic

causing numerous accidents. Drivers, poorly trained and unaccustomed to winter road conditions,

44
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were incapabls of coping with the situation. As a consequence, OKH required commanders to solve
traffic problems and deploysed road construction battalions to repair demaged roads. In 12th

Army's sactor these units replaced 330 km of road cn the Main Supply Route (MSR) alone.29

in responss to traffic accidents caused by poor roed conditions, maintenance, and driver
discipline, Army Group A issued supplemental traffic regulations and a strict policy on vehicle
usage. It orderad units to consolidate and coordinate all truck maovements to eliminate one stop,
one mission type hauls, Dispatch suthority became an officer function and roadside spot checks
enforced the new rules. Poor driving habits and road conditions, however, were not the only

contributors to decrsased unit readiness.30
Decreased readingss caused by bad maintenance, a result of repair part shortages, and low
training standards of maintenancs crews aiso contributed to this dilemma. In a report submitted

to Army Group A in January 1940, 12th Army's commander clearly stated his maintenance

problems and questioned his army's ability to perform offensive missions.3! The immediate
impact of these maintenance problems resulted in 12th Army's inability to transport properly
and resupply ftself for an offensive. One of 12th Army’s infantry divisions, during 3 no notice
night march on !4 January, had several trucks break down hecause of maintenance failures and,

accidents caused by icy roads could have been avoided through proper raconnaissance. In a letter

to his corps’ commanders, Colonsi-General Wilhelm List32 placed the blame on poor leadership

by juntor officers. Had officers taken the initiative to reconnoiter routes, he summized, then ice

covered sections would have been identified and covered with sand prior to movement. General von

Bock on saveral occasions echoed similar impressions to von Brauchitsch and Halder regarding his

L%

N Army Group.33
«
’ A combination of bad road conditions, negligent management, and stupidity resulted in units
-, not receiving desperately needed parts. In ong instance a depot returned parts requests to units
E 45
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submitted during the Polish Campaign for not using propar request forms. Fortunately the

affected division commanders mentioned this to General von Bock during one of his visits, who

immediatsty brought the problem to the attention of General Halder.34
Messures initiated to educate officers, NCOs, and soldiers on maintenance aided in alleviating
the problem, but vehicle shortages remained. The German Army as whole only received 1,000

repiacement vehicles per month. As a result infantry divisions resorted mors and more to horse

drawn transportation, since motorized divisions had priority for niotor vehicles.35

During the winter General Halder developed a plan for extended training periods in the event
of a six to eight week postponement of the offensive. This in fact occured after the Mecheien
Affair. Thus the new_directive issusd Dy OKH on January 19, 1940 established the tone for
training well into spring Prior to the Mechelen Affair, the Army virtually remained on
continuous alert because Hitler postponed the offensive every seven to ten days. Assault divisions,
stationed st their home beses in many cases required a seven day (six night marches) deployment
into their assault positions along the border. One can only imagine the turmoil these alerts caused
on a routine basis. Eventually the army group commanders convinced OKH to deploy assault
divisions closer to the frontier, resuiting in significantly reduced transit times. Deployment was
thus reduced to five days, and later to 24 hours once assauit divisions moved into permanent
deployment areas along the western frontier. Even after February 1940, however, entire

divisions including motorized and Panzer divisions, and a number of their commanders, remained

east of the Rhine training.36

OKH 1n the January 19 memorandum stressed training as the prime objective for the
immediate future of the Army on the Western Front. Haider ordered the movement of several
motorized infantry divisions and infantry brigades of Panzer divisions of Army Groups A and B to

tratning centers at Ohrdruf, Grass Born, Grafenwnehr, Senne and Altengrabow respectively for

46
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three week rotations. The infantry units during thase rotstions practiced assauiting fortified !

posttions. Rail transport, now a necessity, became immediately available.37

In an effort 1o uss properly limited time and to provide realistic training, General Helder

ordersed selected units to provide aggressor forces38 and school detachments for unit rotations.

One battalion of "GD" provided aggressor forces for Army Groups A, B, and C from S to 12

EEAXE

4

February. After February 12, field units provided their own aggressors. Company and battery

A
1

commanders continued attending their respective schools, and battaiion commanders of matorized
units attended a special course from S to 24 February under the direction of the armored school
commander. First Panzer Division had to provide one Panzer battalion, one batt@ of artillery,
and one enginaer company as a school detachment. Tenth Panzer Division, erwisé. provided a
battalion staff, signal platoon and an anti tank battalion for the same purpese. The Army Chief of
Staff maintained grest emphasis on training until the campaign against France opened on May 10,

TR F] A T

1940. ‘iraining, however , was not the only issue that preoccupied German staffs.39 !

The MAIN EFFORT and PANZER 6ROUP von KLEIST

The main effort, Sc/werounkt, a hotly contested issue in the planning process throughout
the '39-'40 winter, was finally resolved by Gensral Halder in his February 24, 1940

operational plan. He placed the main effort in Army Group A's sector, employing armored and

.
o
N
N
(

mechanized forces in a magnitude heretofore unimagined. Convinced that this armored force

required a separate headquarters, OKH activated Panzer Group von Kleist, commanded by General-

Colonel Ewald von Kleist 40 on March 7, 1940 and placed it under Army Group A. The Panzer

Group consisted of five Panzer divisions, three motorized divisions, and numerous General

{
J
W
W
o
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Headquarters Troops4!, orgenized into thres mobile corps (see appendix B, OKH Order of Battle

for the Battle of Francs).42
General Halder relied on his intelligence section, Foreign Armies West, to provide accurate

information on Allied forces and intentions in-order to formulate his decision. As previously

mentionad, the Army Chief of Staff, as eerly as November /December 1939 viewed the Ardennes as

»
)

13

]

-a weakest point along the Allied front.43 The war games of 27 December 1939 and 12 January

340 1ed OKH to believe that the Allies would most probably deploy their main forces toward the

Dyle River in northern Balgium, in anticipation of the German maip effort in that region.44

German intelligence located and identified the Allied reserves spread thinly across the

AR S Y ;i-xi-. UL Y

enemy's entire resr ares. Based on this information, OKH's Foreign Armies West section made
several important assumptions. It meent the Allies were incapable of quickly reecting to the
German main effort, and secondly, once identified could not employ a8 masse ab maneuvreagainst

Army Group A's left flank. German intelligence drew a fairly accurats picture of the enemy's

situation, which totally supported OKH's operational plan of February 24, 1940.45
By late April 1940, however, Germen intelligence gathered enough information to
positively identify 82 of 96 suspected French and British divisions along the northeastern front,

providing a nearly complete image of Allied intentions. Earliev assumptions about Allied reserves

proved correct. The weakest point along the western Front remained with the French 9th Army's
third rate divisions defending the sector between Seden and Dinent. Facing von Bock's Army
Group, the French employed their 1st Army Group made up of a majority of active duty divisions,
prepared to advance north to meet the expected German main effort. These divisions were

deplayed for movement, not for defense. Along the Maginot Line the French employed the 2nd

Army Group, estimated to be greatly overstrength.46

Foreign Armies West not only provided the necessary information on France, but also on

48
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Balgium. It identified the 1st Chasseurs Ardennsisd? ss dafending the entirs frontage of the
Ardsnnes, and the 1st Cavalry Division was being obssrved in St. Hubsrt. German intslligence
experts reckoned that, based on the disposition of Beigian forces, they would fight no more than a
delaying action, hoping for a quick intervention by the Allies. This was confirmed shortly before
't invasion, whan & signel unit intercepted Belgian radio traffic discussing a planned Belgian
‘~aying sction from the frontier to the second defensive belt, along the line St. Hubert-

fchateau-Meilier, a3 soon as the German offensive started. In essence, Foreign Armies West
provided the Army Chief of Staff with the information to meks the necassary decisions, almost
guaranteeing little or no French interfarsnce on the first and possibly even the sscond day of
Panzer Group von Kleist's advancs through the Ardennes. The success of the operation inherently
depended on the surprise udvence through the Ardennes and it seems that the prerequisite hed been

met 48

The February 24 OKH plan called for Army Group A's smployment ¢/ desply echeloned
mobile forces to advance toward the Meuse River sector betwesn Dinant and Sedan. Employing the
slement of surpriss, these forces were to quickly gain a bridgshead west of the Meuse River,
thareby sstablishing preconditions 5or the continuation of an advance to the English Channel.
Having designated Pan2er Group von Kleist as the main effort, Army Group A issued the following
mission to General von Kleist: "Panzer Group von Kleist, &s lead echelon of Army Group A,
advancing in front of 12th and 16th Armies (Yianden-Echternach), attacks in deep echelonment
through Luxembourg-southern Belgium. Employing surprise and rapid movement, the Panzer
Group, with the main effort on both sides of Charleville- Mezieres, secures the west bank of the
Meuse River between the Semois River (where it feeds into the Meuse) and Sedan. Subsequently,
Psnzer Group von Kleist continues it's attsck to Abbeville and the Channel cosst.” The key to

Panzer Group von Kleist achisving operational surprise, rested in its unexpected arrival, in great

49
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numbsrs, slong the Meusa Rivar 49
Upon assuming command of the Panzer Group, General von Kleist firat addressed the

problems of command relationships, equipment readiness, echslonment of the Panzer Group, and

PAler P B Py
S R e

traffic control. Yon Klaist's immediate goal was to solve his command relationship. His Panzer
Group's deployment arsa was amidst 12th and 16th Armies. He would also have to pass through

these infantry armies to assault positions and, subsequently advance directly in front of them.
General List, commanded 12th Army to the north of Panzer Group von Kleist, and Ganeral of

Infantry Ernst BuschSO, commanded 16th Army to the south. Each army commander demanded the
Panzer Group bs under his own operstional control. Ganeral von Kleist, howsver, viewed a
subordination to an infantry army as & restraint on his operational mission and his freedom of

mansuver. He concluded that the Panzer Group should remain directly responsible to Army Group

A. After several briefings and discussions between the infantry army commanders, von Kieist and
Army Group A's commandsr, Ganeral von Rundstedt, the latter decided that as long as the Panzer |
Group maintained operational freedom it would remain directly under Army Group A. Should,
however, the Panzer Group 1ose the initiative and find itsslf bogged down and entangled with stiff

infantry resistance in front of one of the infantry armies, it would transfar to one of the infantry

armies St

Army Group A confined Panzer Group von Kleist's advance to 8 narrow front, with one corps

leeding, thus forcing the Group into a desp echelonment of the entire Panzer force. Dissatisfied
with this arrangement, von Kleist discussed the echelonment with von Rundstedt. Yon Kleist !

recommended an advance of two corps abreast (XIXth Panzer Corps and XList Panzer Corps,

X
.‘.
“
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.
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.
I’ -
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commanded by General Georg-Hans Reindard®S2) followed by the XI¥th Motorized Corps,

cnmmanded by Ganeral Gustay von Wietersheim .53 Ganeral von Rundstedt dissqreed and directed
echelonment in dspth, XIXth Panzer Corps leading, followed by XList Panzer Corps and XiYth
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Motorized Corps. Although tactically mare feasible, von Rundstedt rejected von Kleist's approach
W because of traffic control problems. Thus XLI Panzer Corps would have to follow XiXth Panzer
)

Corps through Luxembourg before shifting to Guderian's right flank for the breskthrough at the

Meuss. (see appendix F, echelonment sketch).54

Traffic control, previously identified as a problem during the Palish campaign, presented a
monumental challengs onca OKH published the operational plen in late February 1940. Panzer
Group von Kleist, spearheading the offensive in front of 12th and 16th Army would have to
negotiate a very difficult piece of terrain known as the Ardennes Forest. The Ardennes Forest,
covers vast areas of eastern Belgium, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, and the French department

L JetX L LRER NN

of Ardennes. It forms an area of about 2,600 sq. km ( 1000 sq. miles) and is disected by deep

narrow valleys and gorges. Several rivers create formidable obstacles. Its dense forests offered

only narrow roads and trails interlaced with the streems, deep valleys, and gorges creating a

planners nightmare. The mast difficult terrain of the Ardennes lay in the path of Panzer Group

von Kleist. S5

The German General Staff planned to employ Panzer Group von Klsist, as lead echelon
through the Ardennes with 134,000 soldiers, 41,000 motor vehicles, 1,250 tanks, and 362
reconnaissance vehicles. Massing and employing these forces without alarming the Allies and
tipping the German hand, introduced special traffic problems. Commanders agreed that the
slightest slowing of these forces, oncs tha advance began, presented a potential dissaster. To
ensure succass, Army Group A's and Panzer Group von Kleist's staffs conducted a thorough road

analysis, developed special traffic control plans, published detailed traffic control orders, and

disseminated information down to the last soldier .56
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TRAFFIC CONTROL

The deploymant of 42,000 vehicles and tanks into forward assembly areas and then rapidly

moving them through the confines of the Ardennes presented the General Staff with serious

concerns. Since this wes the first time & mobile force of this type had ever been sssembled, no
institutional knowledge existed. The Polish Campaign, on & much smaller scsle, demonstrated a
need for tight treffic control, however, until OKH issued the operstionel plan on Februery 24,
1940 no one 1megined the magnituds of this traffic problem. Genersl Helder provided General von
Rundstedt, a5 well as the other two army group commanders, full authority to desl with traffic
control.

Positioning of forces along the western frontier presented unique challanges to Army Group

A's planners. Infantry armies, occupying the defensive line along the border, required garrisons

and towns stretching 40 km esst. The Panzer Group therefore deployed east of the infantry
armies, creating the first major dilemme: movement of the Panzer Group through the infantry
prior to the offensive. Panzer Group von Kleist's deployment area (Daun, Bernkastel,

idar /0berstein, Giessen, Marburg), amidst and immediately to the rear of 12th and 16th Armies,

was about 75 km in breadth and 250 km in depth. The immediate i mplication of this arrangement

was that Panzer Croup von Kleist, designated main effort, exercised no control over the road

network it required for movement to forward sssembly aress. The Army General Staff wanted the

Panzer divisions deployed without alarming the Allies, and also in & way to aid rapid integration

and movement to the border sssembly arees. To facilitate this p'~- ° ‘my Group A agreed to deploy

& FEIEEFS.

XIXth Panzer Corpy west of the Rhine River, leaving the remainder of the Panzer Group east of the

Rhine 57

Army Group A provided the Panzer Group with four Tactical March Routes (TMR) as

thoroughfares for combat formations and one Main Supply Route {MSR) for movement from

B A AT PRLL o 0 o o olid M
[ IRl LI R N g sk o V.

52

u

i

me:\»&t\: R s T s R e R



S
y
Bvo
A
)

deployment arsas to the frontier, through Luxembourg, and Belgium. Panzer Group von Kleist ‘
assumed control of these TMRs the afternoon prior to attack day (D-Day), and would be the only i
suthorized formation on these roads. On a single TMR, Panzer Group von Kleist would have |
occupied a road distance of 1540 km. Yon Kleist's staff, assigning TMRs to the Group's corps in
support of the echelonment, reduced the column length to 300-500 km on eech TMR (see
Appendix B, March Routes). The following schematic shows a disposition of forces along the

Tactical March Routes:

¥ty
SN A S

TMR A (Geichlingen): 2nd Pz Div, 6th Pz Div, and 1/2 8th Pz Div

TMR B (Wallendorf): st PzDiv, 2nd mot. 1. D., 1/2 8th Pz Div, and 1/2 13th mot. 1. D.
TMR C (Bollendorf) : 1/2 10th Pz Div, Inf Regt "GD", and 1/2 13thmet. I. D.

TMR D (Echternach): 1/2 10th Pz Div and 29th mot. I. D.

1Y

~ @
2

A

Example: Tactical March Route B:

<Jist Pz Div, Corps troops K] 2nd mot. . D., 1/2 8th Pz Div K] 1/2 13th mot . D., Lostistics |

&—— 180 km——> &————150km > & 165 km ——>

1st echelon, 12 hours 2nd echelon 3rd echelon

Wheeled vehicles 25km/hour by day  1Skm/hour by night
Tracked vehicles 20 km/hour by day  1Skm/hour by night

Although Panzer Group von Kleist enjoyed exciusive use of the four TMRs, many infantry units

_:;1: ultimately neeced to cross them, thus creating the possibility of confusion and traffic snar1s.58
e
,{ Through a series of war games testing possible traffic control measures, Army Group A

catagorized traffic control in two major arees: traffic control in deployment areas in Germany

and traffic control in enemy territory. InGermany traffic control remained under the control of

o .‘.4‘ -
0 T, ®

Army Group A, but became the responsibility of corps and divisions upon entering enemy
territory. The Panzer Group, however, received sole responsibility for traffic control of its four

TMRs from D~-1 until the entire Group passed through, at which time controi reverted to Army

53
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Army Group A.39

Ganeral von Kleist personally conducted a reconnaissance of the four roads snd, noting &

poorly marked road network, directed his chief of staff, Colonsl Kurt Zeitzler 60 to design o

thorough traffic control plan incorporating strict instructions and rigid time tabies (see
Appendix B, March Routes). Yon Kleist's staff, with some previous traffic control experience
from Poland, devised inganious methods for controlling the flow of the Panzer Group's 42,000
vehicles. All four TMRS became one way traffic routes to the west. Only special designated

messsngers, medicsl, and firs fighting vehiclas received authorization to drive in an essterly
direction. The Group ordsred all sssigned and attachad vehicles marked with & whits K" on the
right front and 1aft rear fander to facilitate identification. The Group issusd cade words for quick
identification to all units designate:’ to use a TMR. Code words also served to re-route lost drivers
to the correct TMRs. Fixed wing Fisseler Storch aircraft, employsd as airborne traffic patrols,

provided immediate reports and updates to von Kleist's headquartsrs 61
Not all units of the Panzer Group deployed slong the four TMRs, surfacing & traffic control

probiem for feeder roads. The Pan2er Group with only enough assets to control the four TMRs,

CIE NSNS N L X < P g L, OV,

Y

v

requested assistance from Army Group A and the atter aqreed to the Panzer Group's divisions
controlling traffic from deployment aress, on designated fesder roads, to their main TMR. The
Panzer Group slso requasted sssistance for control of Rhine bridges, since two thirds of its units

deployed esst of the river. The military commander of Koblenz, ordered to support the Panzer

O T asSs S

Group, provided the necessary assistance. Once the Panzer Group passed all its vehicles through,

«
fj traffic control on the four TMRs reverted to the 12th and 16th Armies. The Panzer Group
v

¢ maintained control of its MSR. Yon Kisist left the administration of traffic control west of the
!‘.' border 1o his corps commanders who delegated the responsibility to division commanders. Traffic
a2

]

w restrictions remained until contact with the snemy, when tactical requirsments would superseds
2

N
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all traffic restrictions 62

Army Group A provided Panzer Group von Kleist with two military polics {MP) battalions to
control the four TMRs and the MSR. The Group placed one MP company commander, reinforced in
some cases to battalion strangth, 1n charge of each TMR. The TMR MP commanders' mission was to
keep the roads open and traffic moving, while prevanting unauthorized units from using the TMR.
TMR commanders, aided by local police authoritiss, could draw on sdditional mele personnel
lving in villages along the routes to assist in their mission. Traffic checkpoints, established as |
reporting stations, scrved &3 8 means of controlling units, re-routing traffic if necsssary. TMR
cemmanders after conducting thorough reconnaissances of their routes and using & color code
system identified and marked all danger areas along the roads. Maintenance units positioned at

dangsr aress assisted in accidents and other mishaps. Reguisr infantry divisions, exprassiy
forbidden to use the Pan2er TMRs, however, had to cross them on a northeast to southwest

direction. This presented a problem of some megnituds sven though infantry commanders
receivad spacific orders to only cross the roads in "very smail slements™ through gaps between

. tanks 63

In an affort to facilitate movement and traffic control beyond the designated end of the TMRs '
- von Klaist's staff with Army Group A’s approval, extended the march routes as follows:
o :
£~ |

g TMR A: continues to Harlingen, Longlier and Membre. 1
AN TMR B: continues to Martelange and Neufchateau. ,
;l‘.i TMRC: continues to Attert and Florenville.
® TMR D: continues to Arlon and Bellefontaine.
?_5 Following established rules, the roads remained one way traffic west. The two center TMRs,

A
;:; designated MSR's once XIXth Panzer Corps passed through, became the responsibility of the two
hd

MP battalions. 64
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The traffic control plan ensured Panzer Group von Kleist's orderly movement to the border,
through Luxembourg, and into the immediate frontier area of Belgium. Intelligence sources,
howeve:, identified the constructisn of obstacles along the narrow restriced roads through
Luxembourg. Foreign Armies West also identified the bridges along the tour march routes
between the Belgion border and the Meuse River as possible bottie necks. Based on the
intelilgence reports, the wer games that incorporsted representive obstacles, and reelistic
assassments made by commanders within Army Group A and OKH, all agreed that the vital bridges

and obstacles needed to be secured forward of the sdvencing Panzer forces.65

OPERATION NiwW!

War games in early Jsnuary 1940 clearly litiked success of an armored breakthrough in the
Ardennes to surprise and speed. Planners determined that Luxembourg would fall rather uickly.
Belgium, with enough warning howsver, wouid occupy prepersd defensive positions along
Belgium's first defensive belt on the Balgian-Luxembourg border. German intelligence sources
identified numerous bunkers and fortifications along the four designated TMRs which could
possibly slow the Panzer divisionc. The fortification at Bodange caused pianners the greatest
concern.

In January, XIXth Corps coordinated with the Luftwaffe on the availability of Airborne
forces to aid the corps in its speedy drive through the Belgisn defensive belt. After consullation

with Field Marshal Goering, a Lufiwaffe staff officer briefed the XIXth Corps Chief of Staff,
Colonel *Nalther Nehrirg 66 on the Lu‘twaffe's iesponse. The officer proposed the use of 100

Fieselar Storch aircrafté? to transport about 180 men behind the Belgian defensive line. Once on

the ground soldiers could attack and secure specified targets frcm the west, in the enemy's rear,

56
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assisting the Panzar divisions with their advance from the east. Fiesslar Storch sircraft, thé

staff officer reasaned, could transport initial assault eiements to seize landing 20nes, followed by

4
i

a

gliderborne troops. 'With Luftwaffe airborne and airianding units already schedyled for
committment in northern Belgium and Helland, he recommended that XIXth Panzer Corps use
slaments of the elite motorized Infantry Regiment "Grossdsutschland™ or Leibatandarts “5S™ Adelf

Hitler 58
Continued emphasis on a mission of this typs and further staff studies resulted in the corps
sdopting the Luftwaffe's “poor man" solution and selecting one battalion of “GD" to carry out the

operation. Guderian appointed Lisutenant~Colonel Eugen Garski and his 3rd Battalion for the

]
E mission. In lats February, Garski moved his 400 man battalion to Crailsheim to begin
% familiarization training with the singls sngined aircraft 69
104

‘ Planners initially developed two options for the smployment of the Garski bzttalion. Qption
;“ one, code nemed "Operation NiWi™, entailed sir sssaults near the towns of Nives and Witry, sbout

15 km inside Belgium to (ses Mapone, p. 67): a. disrupt communicstions and traffic betwesn
Neufchatesu and Bastogne, and Neufchateau and Mertelangs. b. prevent Belgian units in
Neufchateau from reaching their first dafensive line. ¢, attsck the Beigian bunkerline at Bodan:;qe
from the west to assist 15t Panzer Division 1n its breakthrough of the fortifications from the east,
Gerrman planners conceived the second option, code named “Opsration Rosa™, ss & raid to secure the
Saur and Alzstte River bridges along the four TMRs. The axscution of option one depsnded on the
situation at the Saur and Alzette River bridges. |f intelligence determined that the bridges were
rigged with explosives for destruction, Gpersation Rosa would taike priority over Operation NIVl

Without control of these bridges, XiXth Panzer Corps did not want to risk Garski's men on such 8

LAARTEY YN | TP AT AT L Y NN NN TR,

deep operation. Although well aware of the consequences of & hold up at the bridges, Colonel
;f Nehring favored Operation NIW! from the start. In mid April intelligance sources provided the
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necessary {nformation saying to go ahead with Operstion Nivwy|1.70
LTC Garski's men spent early March training in air traneport and air assault techniques.

The Fiessler Storch, not designed fer nor previously used inthis manner, offered everyons 8

chance to learn, develop, and employ a new tschnique. General of Flisrs Hugo Sperrie’!,
Commander of Air Fleet |1l (Luftflotte !11), whose organization supported Operation NIW!, visited
Garski st Crailsheim in mid March to observe trsining. Sperrie, considersd the support
of Panzer Group von Kleist, specifically XIXth Panzer Corps, one of his primary missions in the

initial phase of the offensive. To assurs proper support the Luftwaffe assigned a special 1iaison

officer, Major Foeratsr, to Garski's battalion. Foerster had a two fold mission: "coordinate and/or

&
»

Yo
rvr e

request all Luftwaffe assets during trairing and, a8 sir mission commander, command and control

g

Pirabs

the sctusl air opsration”. Garski would sssuma control once the sircraft 1anded at the Landing
2ones {L2). In his capacity a3 sir mission commander, Foerster in conjunction with Garski, made

2 j‘?’."? PaRhf A A NARE

all sir releted decisions and selected the LZs (Map two, p. 68).72
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Fosrster and Garski decided to divids the battalion into two assault groups, MORTH and
SOUTH, designating "Group SOUTH" the main effort (tabie ons, p. 59), 83 a resuit of sircraft

availabilit and A mutusl stugy of the overall operation. Garski assigned Captain W. Krueger to

- command "Group NORTH™ Because of the limited capability of Fisssiar Storchs, Garski planned to
E.:‘ transport his forces in three lifts. Since Garski's people would operate well outside of friendly
E artillery rangs, Foerster secured two groups, SYerfa/a, of Stukas as airborne artillery and some
. transport sircraft for resupply {table two, p. 60).73
: Garski's men completad familiarization training with the aircraft st Crailsheim in esrly
: April. Their next step in preparation for their mission would take them to Baumholder Training
r. Canter, an Army maneuver ares, for intensified ground combat training. At Baumholder the
*' battalion trained rigorously, essaulting mock fortifications and neutralizing bunkers.
"

S8

T T N N O '-{.“-'k":\"'- SR RN \\&;- R N R N T Oy W
LN o i.-l" x v \)‘ ﬂ% o .\'N\ > b hu\‘*"“ ™)
e R T R P S R N R s g

- - .‘L- )k
h v \
ANe Tatak n:A-




ng. sr e B R A WIE LM ITWAMEITEVEFEVE JR S T Te T u-';-|."v--u-'nr-.'Nrn-r_'ﬂiul“urjuwmmfvmwmwmm

RARA . o

o L w W =

-:,'v: i Y v K .r' ~

v )
A ‘r}‘l} s

& fhsd

7
o

Jes

,

Py

'.w
l.I"I

Yt A )

TNy
R

T
I

Baumholder, an excellent training facility, also simplified the battalion's drive to the airfields at

bitburg and Deckendorf on D-1. Garski's battalion required 110 trucks to transport men and

aquipment,74
TABLE ONE7S
"Operation NIWI®
Group NORTH Group SOUTH
0IC: Captain W. Krueger 0OIC: LTC Garski
1 Infantry company Battalion staff
1 Machine gun squad 1 Infantry company
| Engineer squad 1 Machine gun squad :
1 Signal squad with 1 Mortor platoon (3 x 8 cm mortars) }
a 5 Watt wireless radio 2 Engineer squads
for communication with 1 Signai squad with a S Watt
Group SOUTH. wireless radio for communication
42 Fieseler Storch aircraft with Group NORTH and one 15 Watt
Departure airfigld: Bittburg wireless for communication with XIXth
Landing Zone: vicinity Nives Panzer Corps.
56 Fieseler Storch atrcraft ‘
Departurs airfield: Deckendorf :
Landing Zone: vicinity Witry

While Garski's battalion trained at Crailsheim and Baumholder the staffs of Panzer Group
and XIXth Panzer Corps developed detailed plans for the secret movement of the unit from
Baumholder to the airfieids. The aircraft were not scheduled to arrive at Bitburg and Deckenoorf

until late afternocon on D-1. In order to maintain the secrecy of the operation, the Luftwaffe did

not alter the configuration of the aircraft prior to arrival at the a rfilds. Leading and rigging76
of the aircraft would have to be accomplished by Garski’'s men, oncs transported to the airfields.
During training it routinely took four to five hours to rig and load the small aircraft. Garski
therefore urged XiXth Panzer Corps to devise a plan to move his troops to their respective

airfields no later than 1415 hourson D-1. This wouid allow time for the necessary riggingand

o9

c :-__. A '_(J -_‘-4. > -_',"_‘,-_".'.'.#_’(_”.r '-f‘_\"f,*-' T a T T - '.‘1 RN R .,« Poge et R _—&\_
. _,_-»." ....... - ur_,?_;,'_;-_r S ﬁ;oﬂﬁ&
05O ONPCICYS ‘{AJfA.. (alntrs m_\mm LMMMMALLM A;umAALAMLJIL& e .‘}.}.AJJC'



for leaders to attend a final briefing.
The German Army in the west began its movement from deployment areas to assauit
positions at H- 18, causing Garski to compete for the same road space (see Appendix B, March

Routes/Time schedules). Attempting to avoida TMR conflict and to maintain a vail of secrecy

TABLE TW077
AIR ASSAULT ORGANIZATION
Clese Air Support Logistics/Communication/ Assayit Element
Reserve forces
No fighter cover 3 x Junkers S2 for anmo Elements of
2 Squadrons of Stukas  resupply ( parachute drop) 3rd Battalion,
Junkers 87 as 2 x Fieseler Storch as Infanterie Regiment
airborne artillery back up aircraft, reconnaissance,  “Grossdeutschland”
(™ 24 aircraft) and airborne communication 98 Fieseler Storch
aircraft

around Operation NIWI, XiXth Panzer Corps agreed to notify and transport the 400 men well
ahead of the rest of the army. This also meent that XIXth Panzer Corps required esrlier

notification. Garski's vehicles, afte; dropping the troops at the airfields would filter in behind

1st Panzer Division for 1ink up with the battalion on the objectives.78

: The last update briefing at 1900 hours on D- 1 revealed only two significant changes. XiXth
'.: Panzer Corps, worried about compromising the main effort of the entira operation, decided to hold
.-. Stuka support back until the air assault landings were complete. Fearing that confused German
- soldiers could mistakenly fire on the Fieseler Storch planes both going and coming, Foerster and
: Garski requested that ground units along the flight paths be briefed. The corps agreed to release a
E message through Panzer Group von Kleist requesting all units to brief their soldiers ahout the low

level flights of the Fiessler Storch formations. Returning to their assault groups, Garski and
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Krueger brisfed their soldiers one last time. The two leaders would not speak to each other again

for the next 21 haurs until their 1ink up inside Belgium.79

XIXTH PANZER CORP3

When OKH published the final version of the operstional plan, it bacame apparant to XiXth
Corps’ staff thet it would form the point of the spesrhead in the westarn offensive. The corps

controlled 1st, 2nd and 10th Panzer Divisions, Infantry Regiment "Grossdeutschiand”, and &

e lo g N
N N Y

. 1 kY [ g
ERE !,"x AR

variety of corps support units, Guderian immediately had his steff establish an intensive training

[}

program for Ms divisions, since the offensive would surely commencs in early spring.80

W

iﬁf: Guderian and his chief of staff understood the requirement of impressing upon their junior |

b‘-‘_ :
commanders the necessary initistive to conduct mobile warfare. A clear understanding of the j

- |

2

commander's concapt and sims were & preraquisits for every leader. A rigorous training program i
ancoursged leaders to exercise initiative and o become experts in their flelds. The intensified

training period from February to May 1940, ssw General Gddarain continuously visiting units at

various training centers throughout the Reich 81

The Polish Campaign successfully desmonstrated the multipie capabilities of tha Luftwaffe's
Flak Artillery (anti- sircraft). Armycommanders realized the potantiel of the 88mm Flak guns
as back up artillery, More importantly, however, the sarmy viewed the 88mm Flsk gun, with its
pin point accuracy as a decisive weapon to combat tanks and ground targets. Thus, anti-aircraft

gun crews trained not only in their traditional rols, but alss practiced firing at ground targets.

The Luftwaffe's 88mm qgun crews of the 1st Flak Corps82, placed under operational control of

Panzer Group von Kleist for the offensive, followed this training pattern at the Ahrbrueck

Luftwaffe training center. The Panzer Group relisd upon the Flak Corps to provids effective anti-
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sircraft cover, engage ensmy tanks, and neutralize enemy bunkers. The troops of 1st Flak Corps,
in their support of Panzer Group von Klsist, experienced tremendous physical demands during the
advance to the Meuse River. Ground and anti-sircraft roles aiternated altogether too rapidly. In
many cases units had to occupy positions three and four times a day. Becauss of the rapid advance
of the armored forces, Flak units proved uneble to rest. Dayand night, Flak units moved forward
on the TMR's to provide the sir umbrella for the Panzer Group, or to occupy sssembly areas for

the following dey's operations. On numasrous occasions aingle qun craws were called upon to

engage snemy tanks or points of resistance along the TMR'3 83

XIXth Panzer Corps, through several map exercisss, resiized that in addition to Operstion
NI¥!, only well trained and properly equipped anginesrs would be able to maintain the momentum
of the advance. Infantry and sssault enginesrs practiced many river crossings in rubber boats.
Construction enginesrs exercised bridging operstions and farried tanks and mechanized vehiclos
across the Moseile River in an effort to perfect their skills. The crossing sites served as dress
rshearsals, sincs they resembled actual sites on the _Hauae River. XiXth Panzer Corps slone
possessed five snginesr battalions and nine bridging companies for the sdvance through the
Ardannes. (ses Appendix G, Bridging Operations) As Guderian gathered new idess at each

axercise, he passed the information to his planners at corps headquarters for dissamination and

impiementation throughout the corps 84

Guderian, was familiar with the terrain in the Ardsnnes from his World War | sxperiences
and he realized the potential for disaster in this constricted area. Directing purposeful questions
at funior leaders and providing them with candid sssessments of their parformances, Guderian
trained leaders to make quick estimates of the situation and draw proper conclusions. He became
affectionately known as Jer Schnelle Hernr (fast Hein2) bacauss he appeared, disappeared, and

resppeared at the same training exercises, travelling tirelessly from one training center to
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another. In his education of junior leaders he stressed what later became known as a joke,
A7olzen, aicht Kleckern, don't feel around with your fingers at several gifferent places, but hit

hard with a deter mined fist.85

in spite of the wall preparsd training of the divisions, mejor hurdies still lay in the way.
Guderian's Panzer Corps, although ranking number one on the priority list for the modern Panzer
types Mark 111 and ¥, did not receive the tanks on time. Finally, when the tanks were delivered
on March 12, they cams direct from the factories without tha necassary break in. Worss yet,
with so few Mark 111, and I¥'s in the divisions, commanders tended not to used them in training
exercises, only operating with the old Mark I's and 11I's . When General von Kleist, visiting
Guderian's headquarters on March 14, was briefed on this subject the old gentleman’s temper
flered. Guderien briefly outlined a trsining program designed to remedy the situation. He
estimated thet drivers would complete training by March 24, followed by crew level training, &
live fire, and company and battslion maneuvers. General Guderian sssured his boss that
everything would be accomplished by mid April. Yon Kleist, remained extremely upsst, unable to
determine whether to admonish Guderian for failing to initiate a proper training plan earlier, or

the Army General Staff for not ensuring timely deliveries. Nevertheless he ordered company and

battalion level training at ¥Wahn and Baumhoider 36

War games, previously discussed ss a means to identify and solve problems, greatly sided
the various staffs in their preparation for the upcoming offansive. During one of the war games
organized by XIXth Panzer Corps in early March, Colonel Nehring obssrved a problem that could
have had far reaching consequences: the army and the Luftwaffe used differant types of maps.
Army locations for Closs Air Support (CAS) did not match Luftwatfe locations. Additionally,

lengthy CAS requests failed to provide sufficient information. In need of 8 quick solution, Nehring

had his Operations Officer, Major Fritz Bayerlain87 design a special map and suppart request for
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common use. Bayeriein's new, shorter CAS request, consisted of only five items,88 ( ses Appendix

J, Close Air Support Reguest)
Shortly after issuing this CAS directive, 1st Panzer Division decided {o becoma innovative.
The division operations officer requested permission for his Panzer crews to talk directly to
Stuka pilots, to guide them to their targets, and secondly, to identify the friendly line of troops.
Interestingly, the Close Air Support Element Commander ( Axtampruehrar //) rejected the first
proposal on grounds that the still technically inferior equipment would not allow this and, that he
did not want ambitious young tank commanders to divert Stukas destined slsewhers. On the second |
issus, purple or red smoke grenades or swastika flags became markers for identifying friendly
troop locations.89 ‘
One other major problem, that Guderian's staff as well as von Kleist's pondered, was how 1
to handle resupply. The Panzer Group brought this problem to the attention of Army Group A in
garly March. The latter menaged to securs an éxﬁitional three motor transport battalions for the
Panzer Group. Both Panzer corps received one battalion, while the third remained in reservs.
This provided XIXth Panzer Corps with an additional 1600 tons of hauling capability. A Pan2er or
motorized division required 49,735 nallons of fuel for sverv 100 km. Planners also adstermined
that during tire breakthrough operation units would need to be refueled and rearmed several times.

As a result, OKH established fuel storage areas close to the border, so that units could fill up and !

cross the border with full tanks of gas. Several trains consisting solely of Class |, |11, and Y90

were held ready for immediate movement into Luxembourg to provide a forward resupply base.

tach tank carried extra 20 liter fuel canisters ( varry cans) that crews discarded when empty.

Follow-on service units eventually recovered the canisters.91

in early March, the Quartermaster ( Ganera/-Quertiermeisier (Gen-Qu)) of the Army |
|

General Staff, Colonel Eduard Wagner92, reported to General Halder that the possibility of
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resupply by air, in addition to the ground motor transport battalions, was feasible. Wagner
estimated that by D+4 a group of SO Ju 52 transport planes could transport 100 tons of fusl to
forward Panzer elements. One such 11t provided sufficient fusi for one Panzer division to travel
75 km. In the absence of airfields the Ju S2's would drop supplies by parachute. To minimize

demage 1o parachutes and containers during recovery operations XIXth Corps requested parachuts

rigger personnel to conduct classes on the subject.93

Army Group A's quartermaster studied the propesal by OKH's Quartermaster-General and
found it to be inadequate. Army Group A experienced some difficuity in attempting to coordinate
the air resupply with the Luftwaffe. Third Air Flest, which would be providing the transport
planes, felt their assets could not support both army and Luftwaffe needs. Army Group A,
furthermore, requested that the Army Supply Depot at Hansu be made availabls for storing
prepackaged loads of ammunition for specific combat formations that could be delivered by air on
a moment’s notice. The Army Group's quartermaster requesied and storsd additional fuel

cannisters for the same purpose.94

The Army's Quartermaster-General settled the dispute between Army Group A and the
Luftwaffe and organized a {raining exercise from 8 to 10 April to practics resupply bu air. To
prevent an unnecessary use of aircraft, Army Group A agreed to Luftwaffe demands that aerial
resupply mission be fiown in emergency situations only. Parachute rigger crews travelled to the
respective airfields to practice their skills in preparing parachute lcads. Army personnsi

recsived {raining on prepackaging ammunition and fuel containers. The exercise culminated with

several resupply missions being carried out.95
As the attack day drew nearer the generals assessed the Army's readiness. They viewed
junior officers and NCOs with renewed confidence, and more importantly, young leaders developed

confidence in themselves. Indeed the majority of the problems identified in the Polish Campaign
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had been rectified, however, at tremendous cost. German industry remained unable to support the
dramat "3 expansion from 105 divisions in November 1939 to 156 divisions on May 10, 1940,
The Ariny transferred vast numbers of wheeled vehicles from regular infantry divisions to newly
formed Panzer and motorized divisions. The poor state of German industry caused infantry
divisions once again to bacome solely dependent on the horse 8s prime mover for artillery and
services. In Army Group A, the 12th and 16th Armies relied on 22,000 and 33,000 horsss
respectively for transportation in May 1940. A number of Panzer divisions equipped with
captured vehicles and tanks exper fenced maintenance probiems for lack of spare parts. A general
shortage in stesl production caused concern amongst the military leadership, especially with the
imwﬁim violations of Belgian, Dutch, and Luxembourg neutrality. Germany relied on neutral
Sweden's iren ore. Nevertheless, on May 9, 1940, XiXth Panzer Corps stood ready, poised for

action, its soldiers and lsaders completely confident in victory. One must keep in mind, however,

that a vast major ity of Germans, soldiers included, were incapable of seeing beyond the facade. 96
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Map Ons
X1Xth Panzer Corps’ Sector
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END NOTES
CHAPTER THREE

1Burkhart Mueller-Yillebrand, fas Aber, Yol Ii, pp. 31 -32.

2Yearly draft group or wave {3 & transiation of the Garman word “Welle". OKH catagorized the
divisions into waves for mobilization purposes. The Army further segregated divisions inte
active, reserve, and Landwehr divisions. The first wave, active duty divisions, numbered from 1
through 36 and 44 through 46, a total of 39 divisions. The second weve, reserve divisions,
totaled16. The third wave, reserve/Landwehr divisions, totaled 21. The fourth wave, primarily
composed of reservists, totaled 14,

18t Draft <ma Draft 3rd Draft 4th Draft

Active Duty 70% 6% 0% 9%
Reserve 18% 9% S6% 67%
Landwehr 4% 3% 2% 24%
Oncs fully mobilized the psrsonnsl strength of the 1st through 4th wave infantry divisions

comprised, 35,781 officers, 191,238 noncommissioned officers, and 1,146,934 soldiers. Upon

oy
2 s P
,/'- vrefe A
PR .

W mobilization the 1at wave divisions provided active duty officars and NCO's to as cadre for the 2nd :
o wave divisions, %0 they could immediately deploy into combat. Third wave divisions consisting of ‘:
’ ags groups 1900 to 1913, had only received short term training, Fourth wave divisions,

R sithough short term enlistees, had active cadre. Intersstingly, the Sth and 6th wave, hestily

A organized once Hitler decided to attack Francs, received only Czechosiovakian weapons. Yerner |
t::‘; Haupt, Qar Such der infenterie (Friedberg: Podzun Pellas Yeriag GmbH, 1962), pp. 50-5S; |

!—i:: Franz Halder, 7Ae Ablder Dierres, p. XN\1; and Mueller-Hillabrand, o2 ¢/?, pp. 32-36 and ?

47.
IMueller-Hillebrand, op¢rt, pp. 32-33,
ewis, Sorgotien Legrons, p. 39.

SThe Machine gun (MG) 34 was a gas pressure, recoil-operated gun. The MG 34 replaced the
MG 08715, a World War | vintage light machine qunin 1934, The MG 34 was, however, not
officially accepted into the Army until shortly befors the Polish Campeign. The MG 34 was
considersd to be light machine gun when operated with its bipod. When employed with s triped, it
w3 classified as a heavy machine qun. After the reorganization of the rifie squad after the Polish
Campaign, each squad was equipped with the MG 34, thus providing & plateon of four squads with
immense firepower. The MG 34 gun section consisted of a gunner, assistant gunner, and an
ammunition bearer. Technical data are &3 follows:

Caliber 7.92 mim

Yeight 12.1 Kg {24.41bs)
Length 1.22 meters

Barrel length 59.2 centimeters
Sight adjustment 200 to 2000 meters
Maximum range 3000 meters
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Initisl muzzle velocity 755 meters/second
Rete of fire 800 tc 900 rounds/minute
Maximum sffective range 1500 meters

These light machine guns provided the rifle companies with their main firepower. The light
waight and low profile of the MG 34 facilitated its forward employment in all types of combat.
The MG 34 could casily be operated a single gunner, when necessary. Alex Buchner, Aeadbuch
o Deviscien Infsmierie [ 939- ] Q45 Gliederung-Unttormen- Bewarthung-Ausrueslung-
Einswetre | Friedberg: Podzun-Pslles-Yerieg, 1987), p. 25.

GHelder, apcr?t, pp. 80-82; and Lewis, opoit, pp. 65-67.
THalder, opc1i, pp. 80-82; and Lewis, opcrt, pp. 65-67.

83. J. Levis, “Aoflections an Militaru Reforms: One Gormen Example” (accepted for
publicadian by M¥’ifery feview, January 1988), p. 2.

Fwillismson Murrsy, " 7Ae Germen Response 1o Viclory In Foland”, Ar For
Society, Winter 1981, Yol. Y!i, No. 2, pp. 285-298.

10Ganeral der Infanieria e. D. Suenther Blumentri*:, 7he Germen Armies /814 amd 1938
transiatod oy M. Gtto {Fert Leevenworth: Combat Studies Institute Academic Year 1985-1986
U. S. Army Coramand #nd General Staff Coliege, 1986}, pp. 267-273.

HMurray, opert, pp. 285-298; and Lewis, Forgotien Legions, pp. 60-64.

12Mueller-1iidisbrand, opcit, pp. 40; Gordon A. Craig, 7he Folitics of the Frussian Army
1540~ 1945 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1972), p. 482, Polics officers inducted
nto the Reichsheer maintained their equivaient army rank. Army cfficers showed distaste for
this procedurs since advanceiient in the Reichshesr was much siower than in the police.

13The 4477urie squivilant *o an Associated Arts Deares. In the Garman =chool system childran
begin their Aanscauie avd Symaestum (high school) education at the end ot therr Tourth grage.
Thus «he German Aocaschuvie snd symnasium encompass subjects in the humanities and sciences
ttat are only taught in ~ylleges and universities in the United States.

' 14Lawis, opcrt, pp. 60-64; Murray, opérl, p. 287; Mueller-Hillebrand, oz ¢7t, po.
: 37; Claus Meyer, "Geschichis dor Feldisegeiruppe’, in Deulsches Soldstensehrsuch ! 958 36.
Deyrscher Soldstenkaiender. ed. Heimui Damerau, (Muenchen: Schiid Yerlag, 1988), pp. 340-

! 341; and Edgar Roehricht, AcAr und Gewissen Erinnerungen eines deutschen Generdls /832
. o1s 1 Q44 (Stutigart: W. Kohlhammer Yerlag, 1965), p. 158.

150Ler Obarbefshishaber des Heeres, Gen St d H/wusb. (la), Nr. 400/3%. 13. 10, 39,

Betr. “"Ausbiidung des Feldhesres”; 3ee Appendix N, Germsn Military Documents for an

explanation of the format; and Halder, oo ¢, Yol. 3, pp. Send 22.

16Murray, apcrt, n. 291,
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i obdH, can Sta r/Aust. (la), Nr. 400/39g. 13.10. 39, Betr. “Auspildung ges
sl 2eres”™: and Hermann Balck, Jrdnung imCheses (Qsnabrueck: Biblio Yerlag, 1981), pp.

F
265-266

-y

'8Lewis, gp¢rr, p. 94; and Buchner, opcit., pp. 15-17.
19Murray, so i, P, 293,

20Murray, opcrt, pp. 285-298; and Der Oberbefehishaber des Heeres, 24.10.39,,
Zustandsberichts, NARS T315/1025/357.

21 Murray, apcit, pp. 285-298.

22Haldar, oz crt, p. 117, and Lewis, Reflections on Mililary Reforms: One Germen
Example

SLawls, L enlegions, p. 97,

24Dgr Gberbefehishaber des Heeres, Gen St d H/Ausb. (la), Nr. 900/39¢. 12. 12. 39,
Betr. "Ausbildung des Feldheeres™,

251bid; Musller-Hillebrand, ope7?, p 42; and Halder, gpcr?, Yol. 3, pp. 68-89.

< 6Der Oberbefshishabar des Heerss, Gan St d H/Ausb. (ia), Nr. 900/39¢. 12. 12. 39,
Betr. “Ausbildung des Feldheeres”,

270%H, Gen St d H/Gen d. Inf. 1964/40g. i}1, 28.2. 40, Betr. Truppenpioniers bei den M.
G. Batta*1cven; GKH did not expect to have any armor vehicle launch bridges until the end of
March 1940, These hydraulicly empleced bridges were mounted on a Panzer Mark |Y chassis,
The bridge span was nine meters long vor a water depth of two meters. Four divisions were
scheduled to recaive three units sach. There was slso a shortege of infantry foot bridges, of which
WO /are 10 Ce reagy sometime 1n reoruary | 940, Haider  op <27, Yol 3, 0. 27

28Halder, gpoft, ¥o1. 3, pp. 38-89.

29A.0.K. 12, 0.Qu. i, 5. 3.40, Betr. Persoshnlicher Drief des Oberbefehishabers A. 0. K.
12 an den Oberbefehishaker Heereagruppe A.

S0Hseresaryppe A, (0. Qu.l) Nr. 145/40geh, 26.1.40, Betr. Yerkehrskontrolle der
Heeresgruppe A;  Heeresgrupps A, Der Oberbefehishaber, H. Qu, den 14.12.39, Batr.
Heeresqruppen- Befehl zur Besserung der Yerkehrsverhseltnisse im Bereich der Heeresgruppe A;
Nachschubkompanie 32, Wasser-Kol. Mot Zug 162/561, 18. 4. 40, General Guderian cent a
letter to his divisior: commanders on February 14, 1940 in an effort to make safe driving
everyons's concern. Between Octobsr 1, 1939 and January 31, 1940, XIXth Panzer Corps
suffered 22 fatalities, 101 serious injuries, and 300 light injuries from traffic related
accidents. A thorough investigation revealed that ail accidents resulted from poor driver
discipline. Guderian also emphasized the corps’ equipment losses, especially in vehicles, for



k.
h-
i-
N

RGN
B NS e

AL e = g e e e
N AT Ctyt

e PN AR
J&"':':"- % ".." @ L A

which no 7apis aments xisted. Generalkommando AiXth Armeekorps, den 14, 2. 40.

3101 the 25,360 authorized vshiclss in 12th Army, 24,457 wers on hand; Of the S69
vehicles not on hand, 1 ton or larger capacity trucks precipitated a transport hauling shortfall of
1,707 tons. he 12th Army also had many motorcycles, 1/4 to 1/2 ton trucks, and 1ton or
higher capacity trucks in maintenance shops. [t's total hauling shortfall in 1 ton or higher
capecity trucks amounted to 16.9% or 4,773 tons. A0.K. 12, O.Quli., 1/Kf. 2.1.40, Betr. KFZ-
Bestand ©  armee; and AOK. 12, 38/409. Kdo, 15. 1. 40, KFZ-Bestand der Armes,
Persoenni.c 2r Brief des Oberbefehishaber der 12. Armes an den Herrn Oberbefehlshaber der
Heeresgrupps A.

32wilhelm List was born in Oberkirch on May 14, 18680. He sntered the army as 4 officer
cadet on 15 July 1898, and joined the 1st Bavarian Engineer Battalion in 1900. After Yorld
War |, List remained in the Reichsheer and commanded the Infantry School in 1930, the 4th
Division 1n 1333, the 4th Corps in 1935, and Army Group Hesdquarters 2 and 5 in 1938,
During World war |i, he commanded 14th Army in Poland, took command of 12th Army on 25
October '"39, was Commander Southeast from July to October 1941, From July to September
1942, List commanded Army Group A. List was promoted to Field Marshal on 19 July 1940 for
his services in the Battle of France. List settled in Garmisch after World war II. Keilig, se¢ve,
p. 201

3340 12, 38/409. Kdo, 15. 1. 40, KFZ-Bestand der Armee, Persoshnlicher Brief des
Oberbefenishaber der 12. Armee an den Herrn Oberbefehlishabsr der Hesresgruppe A.

34Generaikommando XIX. A. K., 0. Qu I. Nr 065/409, 12.1.40; Fedor von Bock,
Tagebuchnoiizen Westen Diary entry of November 6, 1939; also, In early March 19400 H
received a report that 2nd Pan2er Division had horded seven railroad boxcars of vehicle repair
parts. ©  -aused the initiation of an investigation which in fact located the boxcars in 2nd
Panzer [ +1vions deployment area. The division commander, rather embarassed, returned the
parts within tan days. Armee-Oberkommando 12 0. Qu./Qu.1/Kf. A. H.Qu., den 10. 3. 40.
Bezug: OKH Gen. St. d. H., Gen. Qu./Qu.3 Abt Iib Nr. S031/40 vom 6.3.40., Betr. Kfz.-
Ersatztes” der 2. P2, Division.

ISMueiier -Hillebrand, gpert, p. 42.

3L e opert, Yol.3, pp. 15-16; and Lewis, Kerfactions on Military Reforms. One
oermen Lo vole, B9,

X7ha. . rkommando des Heeres, Gen St d H/Ausb. Abt. (la), Nv. 135/40¢. 19. 01.40.
Betr “AnslLuidung des Feldheeres,” Bez. “ObdH/Gen St d H/Ausb. Abt. (la), Nr. 400/39g. von
13.19 59 und Nr. 900/39¢. von 12.12.39.

3Baggressor forces provide a certain amount of reslism to traim‘ng‘ becauss they dress as
enemy soldiers and empioy the anemy's doctrine.

39Das Qberkommando dea Heares, Gen St d H/Ausb. Abt. (la), Nr. 135/40¢. 19, 01.40.
Beir. “Ausbildung des Feldhesres,” Bez. “ObdH/Gen St d H/Ausb. Abt. (la), Nr. 400/39¢. von
13.10.39 und Nr. 900/39g. von 12.12. 39,
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b 40Ewald von Kleist was born on August &, 1881 in Braunfels. He entered ths 3rd Light Field
Artillery Regimentin 1901. in 1912, von Kleist transferred to a Hussar regiment. During the
:’»Z:.} intarwar perid, he commanded an infantry regiment, the 2nd Cavairy Division, and ¥iiith Corps.
t?j-:l Yon Kleist retired a3 General of Cavalry in 1938. Called back to active duty when war broke out
v in 1939, von Kleist commandad tha XXIl Corps during the Polish campaign. After the Polish
2] campaign, XX!1 Corps headquarters was transferred to Rheinberg on the Western Front. In March
: 1940 X%!1 Corps headquarters, renamed Panzer Gruppe von Kleist, transferred to Army Group 4,
L became the commanding headquarters of XIXth and XList Pan2er Corps and XI¥th Motorized Corps.
- Yon Kleist led the first echeion and main effort in the advance through the Ardannes to the Channel
o cosst. He was promoted to the rank of Field Marshel in 1943, Initially a Prisoner of War with
(o the British, von Kleist was handed over to the Yugosiavians in 1946 and subsequently to the
Soviet Unionin 1948. Fisld Marshal Ewald von Kleist died in his ninth year of imprisonment in
N, the Soviet Union, in 1954. Keilig, oo ¢rl., p. 166; and Robert Wistrich, Wies wiv in Aar?
E:;Zt- Germeny (New York: Mac Millan Publishing, Co., 1982), pp. 172 - 173,
ti% 41General Headquartsrs Troops are those units sssigned to army level, or higher,
" headquarters. |
7; 42Generalkommando XXIl. A. K. Nr. 882740 geh., K. H. Qu., den 6. 3. 40. Assumption of '
e command.
I.‘::' i
?-"': 43 \rich Liss, Mwestiront 183240 Erinnsrungen des Feindbesrieriers im 0. K.~ ‘
{Neckargemusnd: Scharnhorst Buchkameradschaft, .59), p. 104. |
N 44|bid., p. 143. i
& 4Sibid., p. 144, |
461 bid. |

|
|
17The fst Chasssurs Ardennsis was 1 Bslgian light infantry division specially trained for |
delaying action, €. T. MeIChers, A77epsscnsuplolr Luxemburg dAugust (iS4 iRy | 840 1
: !

|

|

o (Luxemburg: Sankt-Paulus-Druckerei, A.G., 1979), p. 383,

H\'_

« 48Liss, opcr?, p. 144,

;_::-:f

oo 49Der Oberbefshishaber des Hesres Gen St d H Op. Abt. {la) Nr. 130/40 g. Kdos. H. Qu.
; Okh, den 24 Febr. 1940 GEHEIME KOMMANDOSACHE> Die 2ur 2a2it gqueltige
g Aufmarscha.iweisung "Gelb™ (Der Ob d H Gen St d H Op. Abt. {1a) Nr. 074/40 q. Kdos. Chefs, vom
o 30. 1. 40) ist durch anliegende Neufsssung im Sinne meiner Ausfushrungen vor den
Oberbefehishabern am 24. 2. 40 zu ersetzen. gez. Brauchitsch; Anlage { 20 ObdH Gen Std H

Op. Abt. (la) Nr. 130/40 g. Kdos. vom 24. 2. 40 Betr. Neufassung der Aufmarachanweisung
_ “Gelb"; and XXIl A. K. {Gruppe von Kleist)Kriegstagebuch (KTB) Nr. 3, (6 March 1940 to 9 May
° 1940), entry for 6. 3. 40.

':;2 SOErnst Busch was born in Essen-Stesle on 6 July 1885. He joined the 13th Infantry
A5 Regiment in 1904. After World War |, he remained in the Reichsheer and commanded the 3th
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rantry) Jequment 1n 1932, the 23rd Division in 1935, ind the 3th Corps 1n 1938, During
arid War {1, Busch continued to command the 8th Corps in the Polish Campaign. In February
340, he assumed command of 16th Army for the Battle of France. From Octobsr 1943 to June
344, Busch commanded Army Group Center on the Eastern Front and in March 1945 Army
roup Northwest. Busch was promoted to Field Marshal on 1 February 1943, He died as
1soner of War in England in 1945, Keilte, apert, p. 51,
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S1Anlage B, Generalkommando XX11. A. K. (Gruppe von Kleist) Chef des Ganeralstabes, 10. 8.
40., Yorleeufige Erfahrungen mit grossen motorisierten Yerbeenden.

S2Georg-Hans Reinhardt was born in Bsutzen on March 1, 1887. He entersd the 107th
infantry Regiment in 1907. in the interwar period Reinherdt commanded the 1st Infantry
+.rigads (mot) and the 4th Panzer Division, meintsining command of the division through the
. nlish campaign. in February 1940 Reinhardt sssumed command of XL!st Panzer Corps.
karnhardt, promoted to General-Colonel in 1942, maintained this rank until 1945, General
=einhardt died in November 196Z. Keilig, apcr?, p. 266.

T, e
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S3Gustav von Wistersheim was born in Breslau on February 11, 1884. He entered the 4th
busrd Grenadier infantry Regiment in 1902. During the intsrwer period von Wietersheim
cammanded the 29th Infantry Division. 1n 1938 he assumed command of XI¥th Corps, renamed
x1¥th Motorized Corps shortly befors the French campaign. Yon Wietersheim, promoted to
seneral of Infantry, received no further promotions. He retired in the latter part of 1942 and
zaw 0o further servics. Keillg, ap¢rt, p. 364.
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S4Anlags B, Ganeralkommando XX!1. A. K. {Gruppe von Klsist) Chef des Ganeralstabes, 10. 8,
., Yorlssufige Erfahrungen mit grossen motorisierten Yerbeencan; also, Generai von Kleist's
“ncept envisioned two corps abreast, instesd of three corps in depth. Yon Rundstedt wanted to
i+ad with one corps, three divisions abresst. Yon Kleist felt that in combat & corps commander
~ould only successfully command and control two divisions abresst. Yon Rundstedt's concent
‘otally committed XIXth Panzer Corps. With two corps leading, the Group's first echelon would
sonaist of four divisiona instead of three. Yon Klaist's concapt pitted more combat power up front,
sther than echeloning in such great depth. KTB Nr 3 (Gruppe von Kleist) 6. 3."40; and Anlage
Seneralkommande XXI1. 4. K. (Gruppe von Kleiet) Chef des Ganeralstabes, 10. 3. 40,
Vorleeufigs Erfahrungen mit grossen moterisierten Yerbeenaen.

ST e T
NP

S35 74 Encilopedie Americans, Internstionst Edition (Danbury: Grolin Incorporated,
i1384), 30 Vols.,, p. 248.

S6Hans von Dach, “Fanzer qurchbrecthen oine drmeesiellung " Schweizer Soldst (47) 1972,
2, p. 98.

Efj
i
L
2

S7Anlege | 2uGr. von Kleist 'a/op Nr 217/40 g. Kdos. Chefs. von 21. 3. 40. { Neuauffassung
vom 3. 5. 40.) Betr. Besondsre Anordnungsn fuer die Strassenzuteilung, Marsch 'ind
Yerkehrsregelung (2um “Befehl fuer den Durchbruch bis 2ur Maas*); and Yerkehrsregelung,
NARS T315/558/01329.

S8ibid; and Dach, opcit, Nr 2, p. 60.
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39K A K. (Gruppe von Kleist) KTB, 8. 3. 40.

60Kurt Zeitzler was born in Gossmar /Luckau on 9 June 1895. He entered the 72nd Infantry
Regiment in 1914, After World War |, Zeitzler remained in the Reichshesr. In the spring of
1939 he took command of the 6Gth Infantry Regiment. During World Yrar |1, Zeitzler served as
Chisf of Staff of the XXlind Corps (later Panzer Group von Kleist) throughout the Polish and
Frenchi “ampaigns, and s Chief of Staff of ArmyGroup D in 1942, On 24 September 1942, he
replaced Halder as the Army Chief of Staff and served in thet capacity until 1 July 1944, Zeitzler
was discharged from the Armyon 31 Jenuvary 1945, InSeptember 1942, Zeitzler was promted
to Gensral of Infantry by skipping the rank of Major-General. The highest rank he achieved was
Colonel ~-General on 30 Januaru 1944, Zeitzler retired to Hamburg sfter the war, and died in
Septamber 1963 at the age of 68. Keilig, sp¢7?, p. 374,

61Dach, apc¢rl, Nr. 2, p. 60; and XXI1. A. K. {Gruppe von Kleist) KTB, 8. 3. 40.

6ZAnlage | zu Gr. von Klaist la/op Nr 217740 q. Kdos. Chefs. von 21. 3. 40. { Neuauffassung
vom 3. 5. 40.) Betr. Besondere Anordnungen fuer die Strassenzuteilung, Marsch und
Yerkehrsregelung (zum “Befehl fuer den Durchbruch bis zur Msss™); Gruppe von Kleist O.
Qu./Qu |, 175/40 gsh. Kdos., 1. 4. 40; and Hesresgruppe A Oberquartiermeister (Qu 1) Nr
457740 geh., 20. 3. 40., Betr: Yerkehrsregelung an den Rheinbruecken im Bereich der
Heeresgruppe A,

63Beilage B zur Anlage | Gruppe von Kleist la/op 217740 geh. Kdos. vom 21. 3. 40., Betr:
Besonders Anordnungen fuer die Yarkehrsregelung; Anlsge | 2u Gr. von Kleist la/op Nr 217/40
g. Kdos. Chefs, von 21. 3. 40. (Neusuffassung vom 3. S. 40.) Betr. Besondere Anordnungen fuer
die Strassenzuteilung, Marsch und Yerkehrsregeiung (zum "Befehl fuer den Durchbruch bis zur
Mses"); and Der Kommandiersnde Genersl der Gruppe von Kleist, Einsatzort, den 11. Mai

1940., NARST315/558,

6 *Anlage | 2uGr. von Kleist la/op Nr 217/40 q. Kdos. Chefs. von 21. 3. 40. ( Neuauffassung
vom 3. 5. 40.) Betr. Besonders Anordnungen fuer die Strassenzuteilung, Marsch und
Merkehrsregelung (zum “Befehl fuer den Durchbruch bis 2ur Maas*).

63Halder, gz ctt, Yol. 3, p. 91; Melchers, gperl, p. 191-210; and Jacobsen, o cit, p.
163.

§6walther Nehring was born in Stretzin on August 15, 1892. He entered the 152nd infantry ‘
Regimentin 1911, Remainingin the Reichsheer after World War | Nehring, promoted Colonel in
1937, commanded the Sth Panzer Regiment. |n July 1939 he became Chief of Staff of tha XIXth
Corps and remained with the corps through the French campaign. Nehring took command of the
18th Panzer Division in October of 1940 and subsequently served with the Afrika Corps from
March to August 1942 and as Commander in Chief Tunisia, November - December the same year,
Nehring achieved the rank of General of Panzer troops in July 1942, Ganeral Nehring served in
many other high command positions throughout the war. Keilig, ozt p. 232-233.

67Fisssler Storch (Fi 156) was a single engined aircraft capable of holding the pilot and two
passengers. Griginaily designed as an observation aircraft, the Storch had a wing span of 14
meters, length of 10 meters, and a 240 hp engine capable of flying 170 km/h. Flying range was
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“Ykmor 9 172 hours. Maximum carrying capacity, including pilot was 470 kg « 1034 ibs).

ruired minimum take off distance was 120 meters and required minimum landing distance 80
- lers, al maximum weight. Since several other similar operations were planned for May 10,

140, only 100 aircraft became available for Garski's battalion. Dach, ape/t, Nr. 2, p. 67.

68Anlage 1 zu: Gensralkommando XIX. A. K., Abt. |aNr. 35/40 g. Kdos., 1. 2. 40.

69Halder, gpevl, Vol 3, p. 95; Generalkommando XIX. A. K., Abt. ia. Nr. 273/40g. Kdos.
“n 10. 4. 40. and 280/40 g. Kdos, den 11. 4. 40; Anlage | 2u: Generaltammando XIXC. A, X,
sht. la. Nr. 35/40 g Kdos. 1. 2. 40, Crailsheim served as training area for special operatior:.
uimts,

70The term NIWI was derived from the first letters of the towns of Nives and Witry;
seneraikommando XIX. A. K. ADbL la. 16. 4. 40, Betr: Befehl fuer den Einsatz der Abteilung
“osrster-Garski; and 1bid., Abt, la. Nr. S36/40q. Kdos., den 13. 4. 1940,

71Hugo Sperrie was born in Ludwigsburg on February 7, 188S.. He joined the 126th Royal
wuertemberg !nfantry Regiment at an early age and was promoted to lieutenant in 1913. During
World War 1, Sperrle served in the air force. After the war he remained in the Reichsheer,
vorked at the Reichswehr Ministry in 1925, and held several commands between 1929 and
1333, In 1935 he transferred to the newly formed Luftwaffe as a Brigadier-General and,
recognized for his leadership and organizational abilities quickly rose in rank. During the
Spanish Civil War, Sperrle commanded the German Condor Legion in Spain. In November 1937
he was promoted to General of Fliers and in 1938 he assumed command of Luftflotte li.. Luftflotte
til supported von Kleist's advance and breskthrough operation in May 1940. in July 1940
‘perrie was promoted, along with many other generals, to the rank of Field Marshal. Sperrle
nald many other high ranking positions during the war. Aquitted of all war crimes by the Allied
- ibunal, Sperrie lived out his 1ife in Munich. He died on April 7, 1953. Wistrich, apc¢/t, pp.
14-295; and Helmut Damerau, Jevisches Soldsteryatrbuch 1963 (Tettnang: Lorenz Senn
lag, 1963), p. 169.

72Melchers, ao c/f, p. 380; Generalkommando XIX. A. K., Befeh! fuer den Finsatz der ,
Jieiiung Foerster-Garski; Generaikommando XIX. A, K., gen i. 5. 40., 3ew. Jtudie zum !
arpsbefen] Nr. 1. Besonders Anordnungen ueber die Unterstuetzung des XIX. A. K. am A-Tag :
«:rch den Nahkamoffuehrer 1.

73Generalkommando XIX. A. K. Abt. la. Nr. 273/40g. Kdos., den 10. 4. 40 and Abt. la. Nr.
*0/40 g. Kdos., den 11, 4. 40,

741bid.; Dach, goert, Nr. 2, p. 61,
73\bid.

76Rigging or to rig isa U. S. Army term used to describe the preparation of an aircraft, ie: the
proper loading, storing, and tying down of equipment on an aircrafi.

77Dach, gpeil, Nr. 2, p. 61.
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78Generalkommando XIX. A. K. Abt. la. Nr.221/40 g Kdos., den 18. 4. 40; Dach, go¢vt,
Nr 2, p. 62; and Gruppse von Kleist Abt. la. Nr. 636/40 g. Kdos., K. H. Qu., den 23. 4. 40.

79Ceneralkommando XIX. A. K. Abt. la. Nr. 597/40 q. Kdos., den 22. 4. 1940; see aiso for
ihe problem of soldiers firing on the Fieseler Storch aircraft. After the Mechelen Affair Hitler
demanded extreme security measures throughout the Armed Forces. Army commanders in Army
Group A's sector probably had knowledge of the operation, but the infantryman ready to advance
across Luxembourg certainly had no idea of the impending air assault. Thus Garski had a valid
concern. Within XIXth Panzer Corps only several officers of the 1st Panzer Division received
prior brisfings.

80Heinz Guderian, Fanasr Laadkr, trans. by Constanine Fitzgibbon, (New York: Balentine
Books, inc. 1957), pp. 69-70.

8 1Hermann Baick, in his book Graung im Chags, vividly descibes the situation at Guderian's
Command Post on the morning of May 13, 1940. The Meuse River crossings turned into a hastily
organized operation because General von Kleist did not went to wait for the infantry divisions,
which would have allowed the defender to improve his defenses. Yon Kleist, on the morning of May
13 ordered Guderian to conduct assault crossings with his motorized Infantry (dismounted of
course) that afternocn. With no time to write slaborate orders, Col Nenring simply ordered:
"Mission: Duplicate War Game Koblenz, H-hour is 16:00 hrs today.”

‘l‘{{]-

82The first German Flak (anti-aircraft) units of corps size were activated at the conclusion

of the Polish Campaign. Each Panzer division had organic anti~aircraft battalions, however, for
the Batlle of France these were insufficient. The German Army was aiso 111 prepared for antitank
warfare since their 37mm antitank guns were obsolete. The Flak's 88mm anti-aircraft gun
proved itself in Poland as a definite antitank asset. The 88mm guns with their armor-piercing
ammunition seemed a viable solution. The Flak could engage, aircraft, tanks, and bunkers. The
Luftwaffe, in orgenizing these new Flak corps initiated some fundamental changes in the
ammunition atlocation. Flak units would carry SO% time fuze, used in anti-aircraft missions,
303 percussion fuzes, for ground targets, and 208 armor-piercing ammunition. 1st Flak Corps
vas organized from the 111 Airforce Administrative Headquaerters (Luftgaukommando !11) in
uctober 1939. For more information see Appendix | and L. Generaloberst Hubert Weise,
drgemization of Air Derfense in the Fleld Experiences of | Flak Corps Manuscript Data Shest
'riginally prepared for Headquarters European Commend, Office of the Chief Historian
washington 25 D. C.. Department of the Army Office of the Chief of Military History, 1952),
0. 1-3; and Georg Tessin, Harbasndgk und Truppen der Deulschen Wehrmaeht und Walfen-35S im
verten Weltkrieg 1939- 7945 Vol |, Die Landstreitkraefte 1-5 (0Osnabrueck: Biblic Verlag,

173), pp. 15-16.

.
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B3Adaibert Koch, D1 Gesehichts der Deuischen Fiakartillerie 1935-1945 (Friedberg:
Pdzun~-Pallas-Yerlag, 1954), pp. 30-32.

Bakenneth Macksey, Guderian Crestor of the Blitzkricg New York: Stein and Day
Publishers, 1976), pp. 124-125.

85ibid.,, p. 127; and Horst Scheibert, Dss War Gudbrian, £in Labensbericht in Bildern
(Friedberg: Podzun-Pallas-Verlag, GMBH), pp. 42-44.

AR R R SIS



S RTETHESETRTMA -rt*mmmmmmmmmm

36KTB Nr. 3, Gruppe von Kleist, entry for March 13, 1940,
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87Fritz Bayerlein was bornin Wuesrzburg on 14 January 1899. He joined the armyin 1917,
pyring the interwar period Bayerlein served in the 21st Infantry Regiment (Reichswenr) in
1922, in the logistics section {Ib) of the 15th Corps in 1938, and then joined the 10th Panzer
D1vison as operations officer (la) in the spring of 1939. During World War li, Bayerlein
remained the operations officar of the 10th Panzer Division on Poland. In February of 1940,
Bayerlein transferred to XIXth Corps ss the Operations Officsr. Subsequent sssignments are a3
tallows: Chief of Staff, German Africa Corps in 1941, Chief of Staff, German-Italisn Panzer
Army in 1942, Chief of Staff, 1st Italian Army in 1943, commander of the 3rd Panzer Division
in 1943, Panzer-Lehr Division in 1944, and the S3rd Corps in 1945, Baysriein's highest rank
schieved during World War |l was Major-General on 1 April 1944. He retired to Wuerzburg
after the war and died on 30 Jaruary 1970, Keillg, apert, p.17.

88Generalkommando XIX. A. K. Abt. la Nr. 306/40 g. Kdos., den 17. 4. 40, Betr:
Zieluebermittiung und Zielanweisung.

89Gensralkommando XIX. A. K. la/Naka Nr. 367/4049. Kdss., den 6. 5. 40.

30C1a3s | is food or rations, Ciass 1| fuel, and Class ¥ ammunition.

91Dach, epert, Nr. 2, p. 60; Halder, oport, pp. 270, 298-300, 328, 395, and 401;
and tduard Wagrer, Jer osenersl-Quasrtiermeisier Sriefe ungd Tacedichouizerchnungen daes

Generaiquartiermeisters aes Keeres General der dritiilerie Sduard Wagner Herausgegeben von
Elissbeth Wagnsr (Muenchen: Guenter 01zog Yerlag, 1963), gp. 153 and 155,

SR YOLLe e SR F0 8 B i

92Ganeral Eduard Wagner was born on 1 April 1894 in Kirchenlamitz/Hof. He joined the
srmy a8 4 cadet in 1912, and the 12th Bavarian Field Artillery Pegiment 1914, in 1936,
wagner becarne a9 section chief in the Army Cancrsl Staff, and in the spring of 1939 assumed !
command of the 10th Artillery Regiment. During World War |1, Wagner was the Quartermaster - i
\ Teneral (Generalquartiermaistar) of the Army General Staff from August 1940 until July 1944, :
v »nen nhe committed suicide because of his comnection to the railed attempt on Hitler's life.
‘agner's highest rank achieved wss Ganeral of Artillery on 1 August 1943. Keilig, o2 <72, p.
153; and Wegner, ler Genersi-Guartiermeisier.

93Generalkommando XIX.A. K. Abt. Qu Nr. 500/40 gsh. 7.3. 40; and Halder, op o7t p.
278.

94Hesrasgruppe A Oberquartiermeister (Qu.|) Nr. 172/404¢. Kdos. H. Qu., den 14. 3. 40.
Betr: Yersorqung auf dem Luitwege.

95Telegraghic message ordering the resupply exercise dated 2 April 1940. The originator of
the message based his autharity on a previous General Staff document. That document was: Gen.
St. d. H./Gen. Qu./Qu. 3 (la) Nr. 502/40 g. Kdos. vom 3. 3. 40. Betr: Yersorgung auf dem

Luftwege.
96Harmann Balck, Ordnung im Cheas Erinnerunpen !8935- | A48 SoldalenseMcissle des 20
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LBOrhuncerts ais sescarchisquelle (Osnabrueck: Biblio Yerlag, 1981), p. 265; Halder, 52
crt., p. 168; Macksey, op¢rt, p. 124; also, the Army grew in personnel from 2.76 millionin
September 1939 to 3.3 million by May 1940. Production did not keep pace with the rapid
growth of the Army, thus no wespon ressrves existed in 1940. For the time being the German
Army relied heavily on captured Polish and C2echosiovakian equipment. Muslier-Hillabrand, o2

crt, pp. 40-41.
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CHAPTER FOUR

ADYANCE TO THE MEUSE

‘Nach dem Durchdruch ist von enlscieidensder Bedoutung, sdne Ruecksicht avr
Flankondedrobung, snler velier Ausawizung der Moterea, sdae Ryie und Rasi, Tag
and Necht marschierend 3o vertl verzusiefien, als os der Brennsiory gestetiet.
Adxsscheilung vor Flaatonasngrition des Feiades ist Joryade aller nachfolyenden
Korps. "

" Ganersi lHeinz Fuderian, Moy | 940

Thursday, May 9, 1940

At 1648 hours Hitler and his psrsonal staff departed Berlin-Finkenkrug train station. For

security ressons only 4 select faw knew the destination. The train imtiaily headed towards

Hamburq but changed course at Hagenau-Land toward Hannover. This slteration in course, noticed
5y mempars or the 3tatf, rascived any quastions regarding the trip's surposs . Tha train made one
last stop at Burydorf, where Major Nicolaus' von Below called Lurtwaffe headquartars for the
latest weather rapart. The voice of the Lurtwarfe matenralogist an the othar and, sssured von
Below that -vestern Europs would be dominated by s high pressure aystam for the next faw days, |
and that the outlook for 10 May would be clear and cool with a light wind. Basad on this waather

report Hitler 1ssued code ward “Danziq™ at 2100, autharizing the nrossimg of the intarnatinnal

bordar and the initiation ot the Battls of France.!

KIXth Panzer Corps received iis official notification at | 300 hours from Panzer Group ven
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Kleist ("Gelb 10. 5. 49, 5.35 Uhr".), and notified its units. Since there were no last minute
changes in mission the corps executed the March 28, 1 940 aperations arder, and began deploying
the Panzer Corps forward according to schedule. Final authorization ta cross the internatinnal
border came later in the evening. The opening day of this offansive was sursly one of the closest
held secrats within the Garman Army. The XIXth Panzer Corps’' chisf of staif and the intelligence
officer ware an leave whan the corps received its notification. Both, recalled, joined the corpson
the morning . the 10th. The Tactical Command Post (TCP) under the direction of the corps
operations officer arrived at Sonnenhof at 1900. Gensral Guderian joined the TCP at 1925

hours.2

At 2000, the Panzer Group notiffed XIXth Panzer Corps that it had allocated an additional

engineer battalion and four bridging companies to the corps. The corps held the 70th Engineer
Battalion with one bridging company in reserve while attaching the 1st Comapany/406th
Enginesr Battalion to the 2nd Pan2er Division, 2nd Company/406th Engineer Battalion to the 1st |
Panzer Division, and 13t Comapany/430th Engineer Battalion to 10th Panzar Division. At 2015 1
the XIXth Panzer Corps, notiffed by its divisions that the assault elaments had reached their start |
points short of the border, was prepared to commence the offansive on achedula. Garski's air land

groups, having loaded and rigged their aircraft and compiating last minuts checks, stood raady,

awaiting the final go shead.3

Panzer Group von Kleist issued codeward "Danzig” to the XIXth Panzer Corps at 2230 hours.
Having received the final qo ahead the corps completed the deployrnent phess hu advancing the
assault echalons of the divisions into assault positions at Sinspelt, Mattendorf, Irrel, and Eisenach
slong the Luxembourq border. The remaindsr of the corps stretched as far east as Monreal-

Cochem. This was accomplished at 0130. Once in the assault positions units refuelad and soldiers

welcomed a final hot meal, resting as much as possible 4
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While the troopers of XIXth Panzer Corps wara preparing themssives for the next day,
specially salected soldiers stole across the border to seize key defiles and obstacias to help speed

the morrow's advanca, Thase soldiers, from the 1 2th Army and the Lehr und Bau Bataillonz. b. ¥

,1-«"~rtiw : - m 2;-.&,\,5,1’; P >

g an &

800° (Brandenburger), dressed in civillan clothes, carried no identification cards nor
identification tags, but oniy submachine guns and flashlights. Their instructions included the
securing of bridges before they could be destroyed, prevent road blocks from being emplaced, and
to occupy governament buildings, such & police stations, city halls, railway stations, and
telephane sxchanges. These troops captured Luxembourg's police and soidiers, and held them until
the German Army arrived on the morning of the 10th. Previously recruited Luxembaurgers,

trained in espionage and sabotags, provided the necsssary information on locations of radios ¢

within the small villages along the border with Germany6

Garman intelligence sources insids Luxembourg and Belgium fed the Army's Genaral Staff
with precise information, proviging a clsar picture of what to sxpect. More importantly, it
disseminated the information to units in the field so they could properiy prepare. The Army had
eveluated the information on snemy activity and obstacle construction projects, and as a result,
positioned enginesrs well forward in the movement order. When XIXth Panzer Corps invaded

Luxembourg on 10 May, it knew whers to expect obstacles, often with detailed technicai

information.7

The steel gate at Fouhren and the Diskirch railroad bridge were two of the Sepecial
Operations Forces objectives in XiXth Pan2er Corps sector. Sec.cirg the Fouhren gate was
essenhial since it could potentially stop the 2nd Panzer Division for quite some time, and the
destruction of the bridge would interrupt resupply operations. The position of the Fouhren steel
gate was such that on one side of the barrier a steep grade led into a daep gorge, while the other

side bordered a solid wall of bedrock. The two Luxembaurg quards assigned to it received orders to
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close and lock the barrier at 0315 hours. After carrying out their orders, the two returned to
Fouhren to meet with the rest of their Gendarmerie detachment. Standingoutside the local cafe, at
0400 hours, the group noticed four men in clvilian clothes approaching them. It seemed strange
to the gendarmes that anyone would be out walking at this late hour. The four had yellow scarfs
orotruding from pockets or tied around their necks. When the strangers were within five meters,
they threw open their overcoats and confronted the gendarmes with submachine guns.
Simultaneously, they ordered them to raise up their hands and turn over the keys to the Fouhren
stee] gate. It quickly became evident to \he Luxsmbourgers that these strangers werse in fact no
civilians, rather German soldiers dressad in civilian clothes. What the gendarmes, however, did
not know was that these men were specialy trained soldiers of the elite Brandenburg Battalion 2.
b.¥. 800. The leader of the gandarmas attemptaed to explain to the Germans that once the steei gate ‘
was shut, it could not be opened. The Brandenburgers would not hear of such nonsense, lined up |
the gendarmes, and marched them to the obstacle. At the site of the steel gate the Germans quickly
assessed the situation and, with several failed attempts to open the gate with handgrenades, decided |
to use demolitions on the barrier. The team leadsr placed the explosives and the other three took ' |
the Luxembourgers into the nearby woods, and within minutes the Fouhren gate disintegrated

clearing the path for 2nd Panzer Division. While waiting in the forest for the advancing German

units, another Brandenburg group joined them. This tesm had just secured the open Logsdorfer

stesl gate without incident ( ses obstacle sketch, p. 119).8

Further west at Diekirch, Luxembourg gendarmes received a call from their headquarters shortly

°
Eﬁ after midnight, alerting them to be on the lookout for strangers, and to patrol the railrcad bridge.
'«)
E‘j; The detachment commander directed two gendarmes to the bridge for what he thought would be
%
.a{ another routine patrol. The Germans Army knew that Luxembourg bridges wers not
A
:%; prechambered and therefore could not be destroyed by their defense forces. However, OKH
o
LA 3
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worried about vital bridges falling inte French or Belgian hands. After completing their patrol to
the railroad bridge, and finding everything in order, the two gendermes posted themselves at the
main road intersaction about 200 meters east of the bridge. Shortly after 0100 hours the two
noticed two bicycles, without lights, approaching from the sest. Immediately suspicious they
stepped out onto the road to stop them, however, before they knew what happened, found
themselves on the pavement with several submachine gun barrels staring them in the face. The
Germans, dressed in civilian clothes, took the gendarmes to the bridge, and established defensive
positions while waiting for the advancing 1st Panzer Division. When the regular forces arrived,

the civilian dressed soldiers turned over the gendarmes to the army and departed. The army

released the gendarmes at 1100 hours.9

Not all special operations missions ran as smoothly as the two just described. The prims
targets throughout Luxembourg were communication facilities, telephone exchanges, and
Gendarmer ie headquarters. These facilities could be used by the Luxembourg government to alert
the French or Belgians of the imminent invasion. The mission to destroy the most important
telephone exchange located in the main Post Office in Luxembourg failed. The Brandenburg team,
led by a young German lieutenant, ran into an alert three man Luxembourg patrrol a! the Fehls
Mill near Mandernach. Following a brief fire fight, the Germans suffered several casualties and
missed three men. The Luxembourgers had one killed and the two wounded, however, one of the
wounded soldiers crawled to the main road and stopped a civilian car, whose driver took him to the
Gendar mer ie Station at Grevenmacher. The station chief alerted his higher headquarters and sent
two men to the mili to recover the presumably dead Luxembourq soldiers. At the mill, they
instead found three wounded civilians informing them to stay away from the old mill. The
Luxembourg soidiers suspected the three were Germans, arrested them, and drove the invaders to

the Luxembourg hospital.
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Back et the mill, the German lieutenant decided that, because of his compromised team, the
best alternative would be to stay there and await the advancing German Army. This ¢ritical
decision precluded the destruction of the vital teleohone cables at the Luxembourg Past Uffice,
which no doubt transmitted important messages to France and Belgium during the night. The
three wounded Germans at the hospital identified themselves as Seirgesnt Herbert Swirzy from
Kattowitz, Alfred Woiny from Ridneten/Silesia, and Heinrich Kaismarzk from Qberradosche. The
origin of the hames and the location of their home towns cleerly connected them o Upper Silesia,
the roots of the Brandenburg Battalion. Brandanburgers and s;ecifically selected units conducted

special operations throughout Luxembourg on the night of 9 to 10 May 1940, and no doubt as a
result of some badly mishandied operations authorities became suspicious and alerted
Gendarmeria Stations to close all the steel gates. This prevented a number of these barriers from
falling into German hands open, however, the Special Operations Forces wers well prepared for
their missions and carried the necessary tools and equipment to ensure a smoath passage for the

advancing Panzer divisions. Suffice it to say, thess actions left the Luxembourg government under

no illusions about the imminent German offensive. 10

Friday, May 10, 1940

Precisely at 0535 , XIXth Panzer Corps commenced the offensive. The weather report
issued late on the 9th predicted clear, cooi conditions, and A light wind. Guderian, 1ike many of his
contemporaries, intended to lead his corps from the front and thus departed his headquarters
about 0400 to join the 1st Panzer Divisicn at Wallendorf.

XIXth Panzer Corps crossed into Luxembourg in three main speerhesds as follows (see

Appendix B, March Routes):




2nd Pz Div: (north) Yianden, Tintange, Libramont to the Meuse at Flize and Sedan.

st P2 Div: (center) Wallendorf, Martelange, Neufchateau, Bouillon to Sedan.

10th Pz Div-  {south) Echternach, Arlon, Rosiqnon, Florenvilla to the iMeuse south of
Sedan,

First Panzer Division, the main effort of the Corps, had the corps artillery, the TCP, and the
mass of the anti aircraft units following in ity path. Each Panzer division and corps headquarters
hed a reconnaissance squadron of 12 HE 126 aircraft at their disposal to provide combat
intelligence throughout the breakthrough. The invasion of Luxembourg proceeded s scheduled. It
took the enginesrs about two hours fo remove the barriers and reconnaissance units took the lead.
Gudertan‘s vitimate goal for the corps aimplu' called for resching the Channel. The entire corps

advancved west in a tight formation, presenting an excellent target for enemy airfcrces while in

the restricted terrain of the Ardennes. Since, however, the Luftwaffe succeeded in completely '

surprising .e Allies and delivering a decisive blow against the French aud English air forces on

the 10th of May, no Allied air attacks hindered the corps' movemant. The Luftwaffe targeted 72

French, Belgian, and Dutch sirfields up to 300 kilometers behind friendly lines lay, and 1ts

pilots, practicing for ‘weeks in edvance, led the German Army with 3200 aircraft, 1500 of which
were bombers. Besides the unconventioan! warfare tactics used in Luxembourg, the airborne and
1lider !andings in Holland and northern Selgium, and the Luftwaffe's deep strikes into the Allied
rear, the German Army held one more surprise instore. The world would withess the first air
assault operation in history. The Luftwaffe transported apeciaily trained soldiers behind the

Belgian lines with orders to disrupt communications and to assault the enemy's defonsive line

from the west to aid the 1st Panzer Division's breakthrough.!1

Operation Ni'YY

The 3rd Battalion, Infantry Regiment “Grossdeutschland” led XIXth Panzer Corps, in the
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same fashion as the 82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions would lead the Allied assaults on the
Normandy beech only four years and 26 days later. Garsk’s men rested little before the air
assaull, spending a night of anticipation, comtemplating their mission and wondering when they
would meet their families again. As scheduled the first 1ift departed at 0530 hours, but soon
thereafter take off many pilots lost contact with the forination and became disoriented. This
resulted in the formation's breakup into several smali groups seerching fo the LZ. Captain
Krueger Tanded near the village of L'Eglise at 0600 hours, about 10 kilometers from the planned
LZ (see Map three, p. 115). Other airplanes in Krueger's group spotted his aircraft and landed
along side. Several aircraft were damaged during the landing at L'Eglise with two catching on fire.
A third group seeing the burning aircraft guided in oi: them. Krueger's men, thoroughly
dissatisfied with the Luftwaffe's delivery, expressed some choice phrases in its honor &s they
carried ammunition boxes and equipment the nearest woodline. Nevertheless, the first order of
business was to get somewhat organized, set up a smail uerimster, and determine their location.
Stopping some Belgian civilians, Krueger learned they landed along the road to Ebly. in the
confusion several more aircraft ianded near the village of Rancimon at about 0600 hours, S
kilometers south-west of L'Eglise. The battalion staff, carrying the 15 Watt radio, from Garski's
lift also mistakenly landed at Krueger's location. Thus Krueger established the first radio contact

with XIXth Panzer Corps. The second and third lifts arrived at 0800 and 0830 hours

respectively to join Krueger.12

Group South, led by Lieutenant-Colonel Gerski, did not fare much b The pilots
experienced the same problems as the Northern Group. Garski landed with five aircraft near the
village of Traimont at 0600 hours, while his staff and the rest of Group S uth landed near
L'Eglise. Gerski and nine men spent the next three hours alone, until the second .. s two platoons

joined them. The pilots of this lift reported to Garski that they spotted Fiessier Storch aircraft S
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kilometers south of Traimont. Garski's third lift arrived at 1000 hours, complisting the air

assault operation. Both groups failed to land at their intended landing 20nes. 13
The air landings went completsly unoppesed, and in both casss found Belgian civilians on
their way to work or farmers tending figlds. Krueger's me:n had their 1irst contact with Belgian
soldiers, retreating west according to the Belgien defensive plan, at 0830 hours and managed to
take saveral prisoners. Captain Krueger authorized his men to requisition bicycles, horses, and
motorcycles to form a mobile column to march north-east and link up with Garski. While his
soldiers conducted the necessary requisitioning, a Luttwaffe Ju S2 transport dropped ammunition.
The element from Rancimon linked up at L'Eglise at 1000 hours, and & bicycle patrol from
Garski's group made contact with Krueger. Having organized enough transportation asssts,
Krueger began his advancs to Garski's location, however, lsaving the prisoners behind locked in a
cellar. Balgian troops supported by a tank, probably the 10th Company, Chasseurs Ardennais
stationed at L'Eglise, appearad north of the town at 1 100 hours just as Krueger's group began to
depart and a fire fight ensued. Krueger's men warded off the anemy with machine guns and anti
tank rifles ( Panzsrduahisen), but the Belgians did not withdraw. At 1300, Krueger gave up his
planned motorized push to Traimont, disengaged from the enemy and started a cross country
march. Time did not allow for locking up the latest batch of Belgian prisoners, hence they were

taken along. The Belgian attackers did not pursue, enabling Krueger to finally link up with Garski

west of Fauviller at about 1600 hours, 14

Garski's group also spent an interesting day. His third lift brought along three mortars and
saveral anti tank rifies. Having finally gathered most of his people at about 1000 hours, Garski
decided to push towards the objective, Bodange. Initially the group met weak resistance and
continued to press on, however, they ran up against stiff resistance in an attempt to capture some

bunkers protecting the approaches west of Fauvillers, The Belgian defenders held firm, stopping
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Garski in his tracks. He decided to wait for the ariival of Krusger's group befors trying again.
The Beigian 2nd Battalion headquarters snd the 4th Company, Chasssurs Ardannais defended
Fauvillers. Linking up with Krueger at 1600 hours, Garski finally sssembled about 80 percant
of his original force. Wasting no time, he attacked with the entire force, capturing the bunkers
shortly after 1700 hours. Garski's soldiers occupied Fauvillars sometime between 1700 and
1800 hours. The Belgians were able to dissngage and retrested westward. Garski planned to

continue the advence toward Bodange { mmeciately.!S

The airianding apparent!y did not alter the plan of the Chasseurs Ardennais to continue their
vithdrawal westward. Although the Garman landings were reportsd to the regimental
headquarters at Neufchateau, no major counter sttack 'wes planned or attempted. The Belgian
Chasseur Ardannais that Garski's air sssaylt forces encountered were simply retrzating according
fo plan. However, at Bodange, one of the prime objectives of oparation NiWl, a Chassaurs
Ardennais company, undsr the command of Captain Bricart, succseded in halting the advancs of the
German Army through the afternoon of May 10. This company continued to resiat aithough the
entire Belgian Army had withdrawn. As ordered, Bricard destroyed the tslephone exchange in
Bodange, eliminating one o three means of communication with his higher headquarters. The air
assauit forces intsrrupted Bricard's second means of communication: messengers. Garski's men,
also cut telephone 1ines causing considerabls confusion in the Belgian headquarters’ decision cycle.
Thus communication betwesn the regimental hesdquarters at Neufchatssu, the battaiion
headquarters at Fauviller, and the company at Bodange depended on very unreliable radio
equipment. The radios failed and messengers were unable to gat through to Bodange because of
Garski's control of the roads. An order to retreat, sent at 1300 hours, rasched neither the 2nd

Battlion at Fauvillers nor Bricard’s company at Bodange. DBricard's last message at 1220 hours

ordered him to stand his ground. Following those orders, Bricard dutifully defended Bodange 16
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Second Panzer Divisien

On the right flank of XIXth Panzer Corps, 2nd Panzer Division, commanded by Major- |

General Rudolf Yeiel!?, conducted its movement on the worst of the available road networks !
within the corps’ sector. Narrow roads winding through desp valleys and gorges with numerous !

hairpin turns, hindered the division's movement the entire first day. 2nd Panzer Division

-
Py

encountered all bridges slong the Belgian frontier destroyed. (n sddition, troops found 1t very

difficult to maneuver around the %ix meter deep and 15 meter wide road craters the Relgians left

behind. Even though enemy resistance rsmained fairly weak throughout the day, obstacles and

chaotic traffic conditions in the rear limited the division from edvancing any further than

W MCEAAANER e

Menufontai ne-Hotte by 1900 hours. The division advanced roughly 65 kilomaters on its firat

dey, and was about 15 kilomaters short of its objective, (see Map four, p. 116)18

First Panzer Divisien

The 1st Panzer Division, commanded by Brigadier-General Friedrich Kirchner!9, as the

main erfors of the main erfort, had the best of the foui THRe at ite Jisposal. Duderiandirected i
'; to dash through Luxembourg and bresch the Belgian fortifications between Warnach and
: Martelange. No resistance was expected in Luxembourg. OKH intelligence sxpected the Beigisn 4
‘ army to defend the Ardennes Forest, with the Chasseurs Ardennats conducting a delaying action
: back to the Ourthe River. They anticipated the Ourthe River to be defended by the Chesseurs
:J Ardennais and the 13t Belgion Cavalry Division, lster reinforced by french forces. The
: Luxembourgers constructed & seres of obstacles with steel gates, with a particuiarily 1mportant
:,-:: one on the mountain road near Moessbach. Right at the beginning 1st Panzer Divison ran into
. .

o
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difficulty caused by enemy obstacles. The first barrier blocked the Our River bridge at the
German-Luxembourq border. The Luxembourg defense forces constructed 8 two meter thick and

two meter high concrete barrier with railroad rails imbeddsd in the top on the west side of the

bridge at Wallendorf. The 1st Infantry Brigade commander , Colonal Walter Krueger20, observing
the construction of this oustacle sarlier, organized a forward detachment from within the division
advance guard, consisting of an ad hoc bicycle company and a motori2ed detachment to quickly ford
the river quickly, conduct route reconnaissance, and locate obstacles along the division's TMR
(table thres, p. 94). Oncs locating a barrier the forward detachment would either seize and
remove it, or locate a detour around it. The advance guard and the remainder of the division would

wait for the engineers to position a prefabricated wooden ramp over the concrete bridge barrier.

Twelve HE 126 reconnaissance aircraft also assisted the forward detachment.2!

Heavy fog severly hindered visibility along the Qur River at 0530 hours as a small German
assault group crossed the bridge at Wallendorf to disarm the Luxembourg customs agents.
Sim:iteneously, the forward detachment forded the river and began its advance west. Engineers

complsted the ramp across the barrier at 0730 hours and Lisutenant-Colonsl Hermann Balck22

lad the advance nuard into Luxembourq. Baick, the commander of the !st Infantry Regiment.

-
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commanded the advance guard becauss Colonel Krueger was still on leave. The forward
% detachment, unopposad, made excellent time and seized the road barrier at Moessbach at 0800
EE{ hours tefore the defenders could close the steel gate across the narrow road.23
i\'.‘n The Belgian government, informed of the attack by German anti Nazis within the military
::EE and diplomatic community, ordered the blowing of bridges and deployment into forward defensive
Ei:z positions at 0100 hours on 10 May. By 1000 hours the Beigians had destroyed mast of the

bridges, including the ones over 1st Panzer Division's TMR at Bodengs and Martslange.24

B
A
)

At 1000 hours the forward detachment reached the Belgian border just east of Martelange.
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According to plan, the detachment commander began to deploy his unit inlo designated assauit
positions to observe the Belgians until the advance guard and the rest of the division arrived.
Lieutenant-Colonel Balck, howsever, deciding to drive ahead of the advance guard, arrived at the
forward detachment's location just as they begen to dismount and settle down. Balck identified two
bunkers on the Belgian side, mads & quick assessment of the situation, and decided to attack
without waiting for the advence gusrd, artiliery, or air support. His scout cars fired on the

bunkers, while the riflemen crossed the river to the Belgien side. Within 30 minutes the

'.:. troopers maneuversd to the rear of the bunkers, neutralized them, and captured five Belgians and
two machine guns. A hole had been breached in the Belgian border defenses and Balck, realizing
the opportunity at hand, radioed division for permission to advence to Fauvillers. The division

commender agreed In the meentime the advance guard arrived and at 1030 hours Colonel

Krueger pulled up in a commandeered motorcycle to take command of his brigade. Balck returned
to his regiment, with Krueger now leading the advancs guard. One enginser company remainsd at
Martelange and began constructing a bridge at 1130 hours. By 1200 hours the advance guard

reached Bodange, where it was halted by a well constructed Belgian strongpoint and found itself in

i an intense firs fight. 25
Eg The Belgian commander at Bodange, Captain Bricart, constructed a formidable obstacle
tﬂ' network along TMR B just south of the village. Anti-tank ditches, mine fields, and wirs obstacies,
E covered by fire from well camouflaged fighting positions prevented the two battalions of the
L: German advance guard from unseating the Belgian defenders. The Germans tried to use the high
E. ground to the south and esst of Bodange to maneuver around the defenders but failed because of a
: lack of fire support. The 2nd Battalion/73rd Artillery Regiment, moved forward and occupied
E firing positions at 1650 hours near Warnach to support the assault. Bricard's men, out of
E%.‘:.; ammunition, and unable {o disengage, surrendered at 1730 hours after resisting five and 01 '2-half
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hours. Bricart was killed during a last attempt to dissngage his company at Bodange. The dust had

not sattled and 2nd Company/37 Engineer Battalion began constructing a bridge. The advance

quard continued west.26
Table three

Jst Panzer Division Advanced Guard
Commander: Lieutenant-Coionsl Hermann Balck

Advanced Guard
1'st Motorcycle Battalion
3rd Battalion/ 15t Infantry Regiment
37th Engineer Battalion (-)
1st Company/Panzer Jeeger Abteilung 37

one battery 88mm Flak (mot)
three platoons heavy Panzer Jaeger (88mm) (mot)

Eorward Detachment
DRetachment A
Bycycie Company ( Abteilung Fischer)

Detechment 8

I'st Company/4th Reconnaisance Battalion
15t Company/37th Engineer Battalion
three scout cars

* Al assets for the Advance Juard came from the 1st Infantry Brigade.

Garski, in Fauviller, prepared to advance sast toward Bodange at about the same time. The
1st Motorcycle Battalion, however, arrived in the village at 1900 hours to Hink up with Garski,
sparing the exhausted group another march. The advance quard remained at Fauvillers, while the

forward detachment drove to Witri to link up with the rest of Garski's men. By and large the

division proceeded no further on the 10th.

o
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At Martelanga, the newly mnstructéd bridge had been opensd for traffic at 1600 hours.
Vehicles crossed for an hour and a haif when a German officer approached a group of captured
Belgian chasseurs. One of the Belgian officers stood shaking his head while watching the German
vehicles cross the bridge, and the German officer asked him what was bothering him. The Beigian
ansvered that he simply could not understand the rapidity of the river cressing, since he and his
men had mined the obvious crossing sits on the west bank of the Saur. The Germans stopped the
crossing immediately and began cleering the minefield. The Belgians had placed the mine field
some time ago and, planting the mines too deep in the ground, the soil compacted around them
snabling Motorcycles and small vehicles to pass unhindered. The crossing site opened again at
2115 hours; the mine field, however, had served its purpose. General Kirchner called off fhe

advance for the gay. Nightfall, chacs on the roed behind, and the need to bring supplies forward

undoubtedly influenced his decision ( ses Map four, p. 116).27

Tenth Panzer Division

The 10th Panzer Division, commanded by Major-General Ferdinand Schaal28, l.ike the other
two divisions began its advence through Luxembourg at 05S30. The two TMRs allotted to the
division led over fairly open country, scattered by rolling, wooded hills. The 10th reached the
Belgian border near Redingen at 0630 hours. Breaching the border defenses by 1000, it
proceeded westward, rapidly penetrating 10 kilometers into Belgian territory. At noon, however,
the division met the first enemy resistance at Hachy, Yanen, and Etalle and quickly came {0 a hait.
The enemy turned out to be reconnaissance elements of the 2nd French Cavalry Division advancing
northwest into Belgium to meet the invaders. General Schaal, sensing a threst to his left flank,

immediately deployed "GD" forward to cover the exposed left flank. The 2nd Battation/"GD"
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attacked in the serly afternoon and pushed the French forces back to Saint Marie. In the course of
this action the commanders of 2nd Battalion/"GD" and 69th Infantry Regiment wers killed. By
2000 hours the division advanced to the line Kulles-St. Marioe, where it stopped for the day. The
10th also sufferad from chaotic traffic conditions with units strung as far back as Echternach.
The division advenced roughly 75 kilometers on the first day, but failed to resch its objectives of |

Rossignol-Belfontaine. Thoss last five kilometers would have to be accomplished on the 1 1th (see
Mep four, p. 116).29

Corps Hesadquarters

General Gudertan spent most of the day with forward elements of his divlsio'n's. At 1900
hours he had visited every division headquarters to get a first hand imprassion. The corps main
Tactical Operations Center (TOC) displaced twice during the day, settling at Ettelbrueck for the
night. The Tactical Command Post (TCP) set up at Rambruch at 2200. Yon Kleist issued the
Panzer Group's operations order for 11 May to XIXth Panzer Corps at 2000 hours. It was in
gssence a fragmentary order, simply reiterating the Group commander's intention of clsaring and
securing the near bank of the Meuss River on 11 Méy. The Panzer Group allocated additional
artillery and engineer assets from the General Headguarters Troop reserve to XIXth Panzer
Corps.30

German irtelligence reports hed proven correct. The enemy provided only limited
resistance in the Ardennes and German armor had made fairly decent progress, although, not
reaching its objectives. Guderian, concsrned about not reaching the day's rbjectives, would not

allow his divisions a very long rest on the night of 10 May. Belgian troops had remaoved road signs

g , and village name signs, interdicted the entire road network, end successfully placed numerous
EE:::_ road craters siowing the advance. The Belgians, however, committed a fatal error by failing to
S
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affectively cover the obstacles with direct or indirect fire (Bodange, the exception to the rule).
Consaquently, German engineers and assault troops rapidly cleared the obstacles. The majority of
obstacles not protected by mine fields, were simply bypassed. The greatest problem the XiXth

Panzer Corps faced on the first day of the offensive was not created by the snemy, but by units

fatiing to obev trafiic regulations.31

XIXth Panzer Corps as well as other slemsnts of the Panzer Group experienced numerous
traffic jams and delays. German infantry divisions, relegated to inferior side roads and tracks,
crossed the TMRs at unscheduled times. The infantry armies, pumped full of elan and offencive
snirit, found openings between Panzer march groups and some stubborn infantry commanders
usad TMRs, causing enormous traffic jams. This massive concentrétion of vehicles created a
rather sizeable target, extremely vulnerable to enemy air attacks. Elements of the XIXth Panzer
Corps, having priority on the TMR's, at times forcefully attempted to pass interloper's, causing
accidents. Tempers flared aiong the congested march routes. Everyone seemed to concern
themselves with their own unit's interests, resulting in a complete breskduwn in traffic
discipline. All three divisions had units bogged down and stretched back into Germany as late as
2300 hours on the 10th. German suool\; columns were practically hampered, integrated further
to the rear, and could not move forward. Furthermore, the entire trafiic management plan was at
risk, since X1Yth Panzer Corps and XList Motorized Corps, as second and third echelon, relied on
the same roads ( see Appendix B, March Route Planning). The X|Yth Panzer Corps reached none of
its march goals on the night of the 10th. It continuously ran up against tail elements of the XIXth
Panzer Cor'ps. The use of the Fieseler Storch aircraft for observation aided the Panzer Croup,
which dispatched staff officers to sort out the worst of the traffic jams. On the eveningof May 10,
General von Kleist issued an order thst, "sny unauthorized persons using Tactical March Routes

and, using rank to usurp MP authorities risked immediate field court martial proceedings
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resuiting in the severest possible punishment.” The term "severest punishment” did not exclude

the death penalty.32

The chaos in march discipline resulted from several factors. The MP company commanders,
too young and lower in rank, proved unable to enforcs traffic ruies against higher ranking
commanders. Military Police units, not sufficiently trained in their traffic control duties, fatled
to understand the importance of traffic reguiations. Because of negligence and an apparent lack of
authority, Mililary Police commanders failed to enforce the rights of Panzer formations on TMRs.
The Military Police, however, were not the sole offenders. Troops were not properly educated or
trained, nor wers they disciplined enough to follow orders or to subordinate themsalves in the
overall concept of the operation. The irfantry wanted to advance quickly to share in a victory
obviously destined for the Panzer arm. In many circrmstances infentry commenders purpossly

pravented Panzer formations from advancing by wrongfully obtaining permission to utilize the

Panzer division's TMRs.33

Operation NIWI, although not executed according to plan, was a complete succass becauss the
battaiion managed to disrupt the enemy's lines of communication. Gasrki's men captured 82
Beigians, but the baltalion naid a heavy toll: nine men killed, seven wounded. and threa missing.
The corps failed to achieve its objectives on the first day even though enemy resistance was
lighter than expactad. Guderisn temporarily halted movements around 2000 hours, probably in
an effort to clear up the traffic problems and to ailow the divisions to bring supplies forward. In
the early evening the XIXth Panzer Corps headquarters received intelligence reports indicating
enemy tank formations assemblying and preparing to advence on Guderian's left flank. Based on
this information Guder ian ordered the 10th Panzer Division at 2259 hours to proceed north-west

along the Rulles-Habich road on the 11th, to secure the southern flank, and to cross the Semoir

between Cugnon and Mortehan. The missions for the cther two divisions remained unchanged.34
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Luftwaffe reconnaissance provided excellent information throughout the day snabling
Guderian to axtend his view of the hattlefield well beyond his lead elements. The carps advanced
the safety lire for bombing to the railroad ine “Lisge- Marche-Libramont- Neufchateau-¥irton",
effective until 1200 hours on 11 May. The 102nd Flak Regiment {-) occupied positions in the
vicinity of Bourscheid~Ettelbrueck-Berg=-Merch to provide the necassary air defence umbrelia
for the corps. The 2nd Battalion/102nd Flak Regiment remained attached to the divisions. The
91st Battalion/1st Flak Corps deployed bstwesn Echternach and Attert for air dsfenss protection

along the corps’ Main Supply Route 35

The corps staff's estimate for 11 May predicted heavier snemy resistance along the second
Belgian line of defenss. Based on the reorientation of the 10th Panzer Division, and OKH
intelligence reports, tha XIXth Panzer Corps’ intelligence officer evaluated the flank threat as
minimal. Thus ended XIXth Panzer Corps' first day of combat in the Battls of France. Casualties
had proven light and divisions remained fully combat capabls, with the exception of the traffic

dispersion to the rear. Corps air defense units shot down three enemy aircraft snd over 160

enemy weres captured including one french scout car. While the XIXth Panzer Corps’ staff

k“* prepared orders for the next day's anticipated breakthrough of the Beigian second defensive 1ine at
E_, Libramont and Neutchateau, suppiy officers aged prematureiy attempting to mave suppiiy columns
: forward. Guderian, howsver, did not allow his divisions to rest for very lang, instead he ordered
Ef» them to continue the advance thoughout the night. Lead siements reached the line Nives-witry at
E: 0430 hourson 11 May. The corps’ objective for 11 Mgy was to secure the near side of the Meuse
}: River and, if possible, send forward detachments across the river to establish amail
:"'_'.': bridgeheads 36

o

f OKH's Foreign Armies west correctiy predicted the enemy's intantions for 10 May. The
E.: French army, as expected, reacted very slowly, resulting in only minor engagements with the
2
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1

10th Panzer Division along the left flank. By 2100 hours OKH intelligence evaluated reports
from signal units monitoring French radio traffic, indicating that the French 2nd Infantry
Division (mot) had advanced elements to just south of Namur, Fuyrther south, the French 2nd and
3rd light Cavalry Divisions advanced forward to Arlon and Esch. A captured ensmy operations
order, however, revealed they were only to remain there long snough to ensurs destruction of the
vital industrial complexes at Esch. The most critical information that OKH Foreign Armies West
nesded next, to develop a clear picturs of the anamy's operational intentions based on the Garman

attack, was to determine the fate of the divisions along the Maginot Line and the forward defanses

facing the southern elaments of 1 6th Army and Army Group C 37

Saturday, May 15, 1944

The eve of Whitsunday, promised to be another besutiryl day. The westher report predicied
more of the previous day's sun ard cirus clouds. At 0745 hours, Panzer Group von Kleist
reported the latest pasitions of XI1Xth Panzer Corps to Army Group A, 8s being along the line Yaux
les Rosiers-witry-Rossignol-Belle Fontaine. The night was rather uneventful, with the

exci-phion of a disagresment, betwesn Generals Guderian and von kleist, on the employment af

1 0th Panzer Division.38

XiXth Panzer Corps received a4 massage at 0030 hours on 11 May, ordering the immediate
halt of | 0Oth Panzer Division. The Panzer Group, anticipating a French motorized threat on the
left flank, wanted the 10th to establish a hasty defense betwsen Etalle and Arlon to secure the
group's exposed flank. Guderian vehemently dissgreed with this cancept, but did not requast to
have the order rescinded nor did he aiter the 10th Panzer Division's arders. The XiXth Panzer

Corps' commander waited until 0430 hours to call the Panzer Group's Chief of Staff, Zeitzler,
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demanding adherencs to the original plan. The corps commander further explained to Zeitzler that
he did not view the potential Nank threat significant, and that turning the 10th Panzer Division
northwest already negated any passible threet. Guderian insisted that the Meuse River operation
remain the main effort and that any diversion of forces would endanger its outcome. Flank
protection in his opinion was the responsibility of follow on divisions. Shortly sfter their
lengthy tslephone conversation, Zeitzler called back and informed XIXth Panzer Corps' chiof of
staff that after having discussed the issus with General von Kleist, the Panzer Group agreed with
Guderian's concept and rescinded the order. Having weethered this storm, AGuderian departad the

corps Tactical Operation Center for the divisions' heedquerters o discuss the day's operations

with his subordinate commanders 39

The three Panzer divisions continued to press the attack throughout the night until about
0430 hours, when units accupied defensive positions for a rest. The corps reached the line of
Nives-Witry in the north, however, 10th Panzer Division became bogged down in the forested
area around Anlier and Rulles making progress during the hours of darkness virtually impossible.
Guderian's orders for the | 1th called for reeching the Meuss River, but like 10 May, enemy road

destruction and onstacles pravented XIXth Panzer Corps from reaching 1ts objectives.
Second Panzer Division

The 2nd Panzer Division faced stiff resic*ance al Libramont, but secured the town at 1500
hours. |t wes the first division to bresk through the second Belgian defensive line, but again was
slowed by numerous road obastacles. At 2100 hours the 2nd Panzer Division's main combat
elements reached Ochamps, about five kilometers west of Libramont. Ths advance quard pushed as

far west as Palissul, which is about 15 kilometers from Libramont. The division operations
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officar established the command post at Ste. Marie (ses Map five, p. 117) .40

Firat Panzer Divisien

General Guderian's intention for the 1st Panzer Division on 11 May was to brask through
the second Belgian defensive position at Neufchatsau and, if possible, exploit towards Sedan. The
division, however, did not begin its advance until noon. Obstacles and mine fislds forced its hait,
in all probability, needed supplies and fuel contributed as much to the hait as the required
angineer wnrk. In the division's rear, traffic conditions ramsned confused. The Belgian
Chasssurs Ardennais continued their withdrawel, offering little resistance, but added to the
confusion by removing road signs and villsge name markers. Chasseurs Ardennais’ enginesrs
conducted numerous road demolitions, leaving holes six to eight meters in depth, ranging in
dismeters from 15 to 20 meters. Like the day before the Beigians larft the obstacies undefended.

Therefors they again had little effect other than delaying the Germans' advance and forcing the

anqgineers to expend an inordinate amount of time, energy, and technical squipment 41
Shortly after 1500 hours, the 3rd Battalion of Balcks infantry regiment, supported by the

2nd Battalion/S6st Artillery Regiment secured Neufchateau. Earlier in the day, much or the 73rd

Artillary Regiment and the 1st Panzer Brigads, commanded by Colonel Karl Keltsch,42 remained
mired in traffic east of Bodange. After noon, however, with the fall of Neufchateau elements of the

18t Panzer Regi ment advanced to Grapfontaine, while svailbale units of the 2nd Panzer Regiment

captured Petivoir 43
First Panzer Brigede, now reinforced with the divisian's reconnaissance battaiion and
supported hy the 1st Battalion/73rd Artillery Regiment exploited the bresch in the Belgian

defensive line and continued the sdvance west. At 1700 hours this recrganized advance guard of
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ist Panzer Division, for the first time, sncountered troops of the French Sth Division Legers

Mecanique at Bertrix. OKH intelligence had done its work, and French interveation forces

appeared as predicted on the afternaon of 11 May.44

After a short engagement, the French retreated westward, and the Panzer Brigade continued
its advancs to Bouillen. Captain Wedige Graf von der Schulenburg's 3rd Company/1st
Battalion/ 1st Panzer Regiment led the advance thirvugh the Foret de Bouillon, arriving at the
outskirts of the town at 1800 hours. Bouillon is a key defile on the Semois River leading to the
Meuse River at Sedan. Yon der Schulenburg's company imimediately received fire frcm the French
and Belgian anti-tank quns pasitioned on the west bank. Air reconnaissance, howsver, reportad a
stone bridge just upstream of the city as still standing. Colonel Keltsch promptly ordered 4th
Company / st Battalion/ st Panzer Regiment, commanded by First Lieutenant Ernst Phillip, to
seize the bridge by a coup de main During the attempt Phillip's tank was put out of action,
forcing him to mount one of his piatoon leader's tanks to continue the assault. The French managed
to blow the bridge just as Phillip was ready to cross it. The !st Battalion's commander in the
meantime sent the 2nd Company to assist von der Schulenburg in Bouillon. Since, however, the
st Panzer Regiment's reconnaissance platoon located a ford, the 2nd Comapny's commandsr
decided to use it instead and crossed the river o the west bank. Simuitaneously, 25 Stukas

mistakenly attacked Bouillon and the west bank, adding confuston to the aiready ongoing battle,

forcing Keitsch to withdraw 1st Battalion from the city and the west bank.45

French resistance began to dwindle soon thersafter. Under the cover of darkness the 1st
Motorcycle Battalion located another ford near Mouzaivs, just north of the 10th Panzer Division's
main spea~head, crossed the river and established a small bridgehead. Third Company/1st
Battalion/ st Panzer Regiment immediately followed the motorcyc'ists to reinforce them. Later

in the night the 2nd Battalion/2nd Panzer Regiment crossed the river to help expand the
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bridgehead. By 2100 hours the 1st Panzer Division had aavanced 100 kilometers in two days and

made up its shoricomings of the previous day. The division staff set up at Bertrix. The division

stood at the outskirts of Bouillon, managed to seize a bridgehead, and was just five kilometers

short of the French border, and 20 kilometers from Sedan, but that battle would have to be fought

another day (see Map five, p. 117).46

Tenth Panzur Division

The 10th Panzer Division spent another interesting day, since both the order to turn
northwest and numerous obstacles and road demolitions in the Forst d'Anlier and Foret de Rulles
caused it to be considerably behind the other two Panzer divisions. By 2330 hours, its lead
elements reached Straimont and Suxy. The division's staff set up at Mellier. Although iurced to
change its direction on this second day of the offensive, the division's staff and units performed

well. The dispute over its objective bewilderad both XIXth Panzer Corps and General Schaal (see

Map five, p. 117).47

X1Xth Panzer Corps

.3;'::1 The controversy of 10th Panzer Division's objective continued to plague the corps staff

throughout 11 May. While Guderian was at the frant, General von Kleist visited the corps Tactical

N Command Post. After an operations update by Colonel Nehring, von Kleist recommended that the
)l
.
H_’.‘;';; 10th Panzer Division be directed toward Florenville to roll up the Semois defenses from the
h’ ‘ south. The corps chief of staff, however, pointed out that the division was previously redirected
-
’Cl; to the northwest and had probably aiready reached the area south of Neufchateau. Nehring went on
&
)
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to emphasize that massing the corps’ forces for the Sedan opsration was a precondition. Diverting
1 Oth Panzer Division again wauld further slow the division’s advance. Aftar listening to Nehring,
von Kleiat departed without providing an anawer, and 10th Panzer Division's orientation
remained unchanged. At 1600 hours an orderiy officer from the Psnzer Group deliverad a
message from the operations officar of Army Group A, directing 10th Panzer Division's advancs
along the southern bank of the Semoir River. Shortly thereafter the Panzer Group operations
officer came to the XIXth Panzer Corps' Command Post and, aftar being briafed by the shief of staff

recommended that at laaat the division's Panzer brigade ought to advance towerd Florenville. Hs

8130 stressed that OKH supported the concantration of strong forcas toward Floranvilla 48
By late aftsrnoon 10th Psnzer Division advanced far enough northwest to preclude any
changs in orders, for the infantry brigade, IR "GD", nor the Panzer brigade, toward Florenville.

To satisfy the wishes of OKH, however, XIXth Panzer Corps ordered 10th Panzer Divsicn at 1700

hours to orgamize and dispatch a battalion task force to Flsrenville.49

It is interesting to peint out that, 1ass than 24 hours before, the Panzer Group ardered the
haiting of 10th Panzer Division to secure the laft flank, becauss the group fasred a countar attack,
Genersl von Klaist's staff required thorough convincing by both Nehring and Gudarian to change
their attitude about that alleged threst. On the afterncon of 11 May, however, the Panzer Group
advocated the complets opposite and supported a quick advance to Florenville, disregarding fiank
protection altogethar. Floranvills was well within range of Frapch artillery units along the
Maginot Line. The corps command group, however, not ovarly concerned with its latest order to
10th Panzer Division, displaced the corps Tactical Command Post to Neufchsteau. Nehring
probably figured that 10th Panzer Division would resist the order anyway and deveiop a
reasonable excuse to be fresed from the mission, howevar, in the meantine he satisfisd higher

hesdquartsrs’ requirements, After numerous dstours, the small staff reached its destination at
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2100 hours and found the city deserted. Guderian returned from the front a short time

thereafter. te was in an ebullient mood and spent several minutes describing heroic deeds of

soldiers to his staff.50

X !
- In the mean(ime, General Schaal pondered over the corps' order he received at 1700 hours, j
;j but took no serious action to execute the directive. At 2330 hours, Scheal personally contacted :
,:j the corps’ Tactical Command Paost by radio and reported that the formation of a battalion task force

F:. was impossible. He explained that the 10th Penzer Division's three columns, would be required
:, to secure Straimont and Suxy. Like any good officer, however, Schaal recommendad an alternate
i solution to his corps commander. He suggested that the advance guard of Yiith Corps provide flank
:‘ security with the 29th Infantry Division (mot) advencing to Florenville. Guderian immediately
agreed with this ides, since it would keep his corps intact while stiil conforming to OKH's intent of
L‘ securing the .outhern flank. XIXth Panzer Corps notified Panzer Group von Kleist of this
E suggestion, and von Kleist also agreed. The Panzer Group issued orders to the 29th to dispatch its
£ advance guard to Florenville. Guderian, although narrow minded in his concept of the overall
F mission, maintained his freedom of action and probably prevented a stalling of the main effort
E: threugh a diversion of 10th Panzer Division.S!
p. On 11 May XIXth Panzer Corps made significant progress. Air and ground inte'ligence
5;3 deserved substancial credit becauss they kept the corps' staff informed. Alr recsnnaissance,
::; throughout the day confirmed that thers were no major enemy movements into the Ardennes.
: There were, however, reports of French columns advancing towards the arsa of Sedan-Carignan-
E Montmedy-Yirton. Single French motorized columns, bicycle units, and horse diewn units
?\ crossed into Belgium at Bouillon, Florenville, Geronville, and Virton., There were no reports of
lO significant movements west of the Meuse River. Enemy bombers and fighters began to appear in
5- the sky, but their intervention remained very weak.52
Ve
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On 11 May OKH intelligence sstimatas again proved correct. Fronch and British forces
moved to the Dyle River, taking the bait of the feint in the north. The Belgian cavairy division and
the Chesseurs Ardennais continued to delay to the Semois River Tha most important information,
however, was that the Franch did not extract forces from their Army Group 2 tn reinforcs the
Sedan-Dinant sector, verifying they had not yet identified this sector as the main Cermsn effort,
Heavy rall traffic betwesn Hagenau, Searalben, and Berndort led OKH to conclude that the French

also axpected a Garman attack against the Maginot Lina. All reirsating Belgian fornes wars moving

toward the Dyla River. Byaevening of 11 May, OKH Forsign Armies West positively identified the

Allied main et rt along the Dyls River 33

¥

The XiXth Panzer Corps’ intelligance officer analyzed the availabls information from OKH, Army
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Group A, Panzer Group von Kleist, sir reconnaissance elements, and prisoners of war and,
combined with stiffer resistance on 11 May, determined that the snemy had recovered from the
initial shock and would provide a more organized defense in the future. The northwast troop
movernents in the Sedan-Carignan-Longuyon sector indicated the snemy's intention of
strengthening the Semois sactor, suggesting a fiercs fight betwesn the Samois and the Meusson 12

LA SRS AN SRR

N May 54

F? The second Belgian defensive line did not present as tough an obstacle as anticipated,
E:E probably because the Belgians never hed an opportunity to occupy their intended positions.
_: During 11 May, the XIXth Panzer Corps' situation devaioped according ta plan, hut again still m.
t'E not achiave its objactives. The traffic situation remained chaotic, but 1ass of a hindrance than the
. previous day. It rapidly became clear that the centralized traffic control sutfered from faulty
~; organization and a 1ack of signal assest, which precluded a timely responsa to highar headquarters’
: needs. Logistics ran smoothly, primarily because the system had not been sufficiently taxed yet,
_»‘ The rapid advance combined with minimal resistance contributed to low conrsumption of fuel and
.
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ammunition, and most importantly it kept operational losses in terms of men and suppliss at a

minimum.3%

Guderian's concept or intant for the aperation ramainad the same and his staff {ssued the
corps’ order shortly befors midnight. For 12 May, orders reiterated the crossing of the Semais j
Rivar, the clsaring of the snemy from the northarn bank of the Meuss River, and, if possible, the
sstablishment of small bridgeheads across the Meuse. Guderian directed the 1st and 2nd Panzer
Divisions to debouch from their Tactical March Routes to facilitate Xi¥th Pan2er and XList
Motorized Corps’ deployment on the right and left of XiXth Panzer Corps. Second Panzer Division
would cross the Samois at Membre and Alle, and toward Sugny. First and 10th Panzer Divisions
routes remsined the same. IR "GD" became the corps reserve. The Panzer Group's operations
order. aithough issued at 2100 hours on 11 May, did not arrive at the XIXt-h Panzer Corps
headquarters until NS45on 12 May.  Fortunately it mirrored Guderian's intentions, since it
would have basn too late to make any changes. A comment berating XIXth Panzer Corps’ failure in
achieving the objectives set by the Panzer Group on 11 May caused the tempers of both Guderian
and Nehring to flare up. The subject of this statement continued to strain the relatiopship
between the staffs of XINth Panzer Corps and Panzer Group von Kleist, and became the tapic of
several heateg giscussions on (2 May. The 12th or M8y, whitsunday 1n ermany, wnen ati young

Cathalics receive their first holy communion, would start with another confrontation betwesn von

K1sist and Gudarian 56

Sundey, Mag 12, 1940

»
[
' May 12, 1940 was a clear and warm day and proved to be one of the most successful days of
o
-E XIXth Panzer Corps. By the end of Whitaunday, the corps was in position to strike across the
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Meuss River, and commence ane of the more succsssful exploitation oparations in modern
military history. Even though the advance on 10 and 11 May had not achieved the daily
objectives, the corps mads up all its shortfalls on the 12th. XIXth Panzer Corps' agvance betwean
the Semais and the Meuse Rivers proved so successful that Gudarian's tankers resched the Sedan
sector in two and one- half days instead of the planned three.

First, however, the business of XiXth Panzer Corps' pride needed to be settled. Colonel
Nehring telaphoned his counterpart at Panzer Group at 0630 hours, and vehemently protasted the
context of the intent paragragh of the Panzer Group's Fragmentary Qrdar Nr. 2 from the pravious
night. Nehring raminded Zsitzlar of the difficult road conditions and the alan with which XiXth
Panzer Corps tackled its missions over the past two days. The corps chief of ataff further 1nsistad
that the soldiers were doing their hest and, the divisions not reac.hinq their designated goals was
not the fault of XIXth Panzer Corps, but rather that of the Panzer Group in assigning objectives
too distant. Colunel Zaitzler finally agreed with Nahring and recognized the divisions'

achievements. This new!y established trucs, however, only 1asted a short time 57

Secend Panzer Divisiea

g Second Panzer Division spent & fruatrati‘nq day and was unable to reach the Mauss River by
E: nightfall. Prior to crossing the Semois River, the division resorted to several detours because the
E ensmy destroyed virtually ail main roads. |n spite of these difficulties, the division crossed the
t.. Semois at 0900 hours at Yresse, but a lack of roads hetween the Semonis and Meuse Rivers, and
\ : constant enemy artillery interdiction resulted in a significant slow down. By nightfall the 2nd
:': Panzer Division reached Bossaval, saven kilomaters from the Meuse River. General Veiel hoped to
g gain the Meuse at Danchery sometime during the night of 12 to 13 May (see Map six, p. 118) 38
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First Panzer Division

The 1st Battalion/1st Infantry Regimant supported by two platoons of tanks from the 1st
Penzer Reyiment and the 2nd Battalion/73rd Field Artillery Regiment began its attack on Bouillon
at 0500 hours and secursd the town by 0745 hours, st which time the engineers began
construction of a bridge aver the Semots. The enemy resisted with artillery and bombing attacks.
German tanks, crossing a ford, pursued in search of their next abjsctive, the heights just north of
Sedan. At 0930 hours lead slements of the 1st Panzer Division crossed the French border, and

with German forces prepared to approach the Meuss, the Luftwaffe directed its aircraft to switch

to targets on the south bank of the river.59

Elements of the French Sth Division Legers Mecanique remained on the north bank of the
Meuse, but with only twelve tanks could put up little resistance. Leed elements of the 1st Paner
Regiment enterad the forest east of Sedan near 1030 hours. About the same time French artillery
began to interdict the defiles and roads leading into Sedan. ltS aim was so accurate that at times
single soldisrs and vehicles wers taken under firs. The interdiction fire, howsver, did not stop
the German tanks. At 1100 hours the 2nd Battalion/2nd Panzer Regiment exited the Foret de
Ardennes north of St. Menges, while the 3rd Battalion/ 1st Infantry Regiment debouched from the
Ardennes north of Sedan. The German soidiers observed smokse rising from Sedan, where the
Luftwaffe just finished a bombing raid. In the meantime 2nd Battalion/2nd Panzer Regiment
continued its advance to St. Menges. Above them across the Meuse the Bois de la Marfee looked

down upon them, the site where Emperor Napolson |1i surrandered to King Wilhelm | of Prussia

in 1870.60

The 1st Panzer Divison coveraed ine last 20 kilometers from the Semois Rivar to the Meuse
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River in four hours, covering the antire Jistance from 1its original assault positions at the
Luxembourg border in just 60 hours. The rest of the division spent the atterncon hours clearing
the north bank of the Msuse. Most of the corps’ artillery, Flak, and infantry Regiment "GD”
remained stuck in traffic aast of Bouillon. 3alck's infantry regiment occupied Flsigneux and St.
Msnges at 1800 hours and the division Command Post set up in a amell forest houss two
kilometers from Fleigneux. First Panzer livision certainly achieved its main objective on 12
May, but a crossing of the Meuse could not be accomplished. Retreating across the Meuss, the
French destroysd all bridges with the exception of the ones in Sedan, which they ~ ./ at 2045

hours, thus curtailing any attempt to capture them by & coup Je mern |n any event, the divisian

staff was busily preparing for the river crossings the following day (ses Map seven, p. 120) 6!

Teath Panzer Division

The 10th Panzer Divisian did not rest during the night of 11 to 12 May, but continued its
advancs, crossing the Semois between Cugnon and Mortehan before daybreak. At 1000 hours lead
elements resched the Bouiilon-Florenyille road, but like the 2nd Panzer Division, made oniy slow
progress from that point on. Road conditions and tratfic problems cormninued unadsted,

particularily since all vehicles had to pass through the few defiles debouching into the Meuse

River valley. Finally, near 2400 hours the 10th Panzer Division began to deploy about Sedan 62
Enemy artillery, as previously mentioned, interdictec the XIXth Panzer Corps’ march routes
with deadly accuracy. Only the 1st dattalion/73rd Field Artillery Regiment deployed forward, in
support of 1st Panzer Divisiun. Itoccupied firing positions along clearings of the Foret de Sedan,
north of Fleigneux. Later in the day, the 2nd Battalion/73rd Field Artillary Remment alsc

managed to get forward and occupied firing positions near Corbion. From obsarvation points north
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of Fleigneux the two artillery battalions supported the infantry attacks at St. Menges and
Fleigneux. Although the enemy was driven from St. Menges and Fieigneux, French artillery
continued to angage German units, along the Meuse approaches. The remarkable effect of French
artillery resulted from the enemy's thorough knowledge of the terrsin. The rest of the 73rd

Artillery Regiment did not partake in any of the day’s action, since it remained behind stuck in

traffic {see Map six, p. 118) 63

XIXth Paazer Corpe

There waa no doubt in anyone's mind ti:st the XIXth Panzer Corps had to resch the Meuse
River on 12 May to maintain the element of surprise. General Guderian daparted at 0630 hours
to personaily influsnce his divisions' actions. He returned at 1545 hours to the new corps
command post, located at Boutllon. Shortly after his arrival the Command Post was relocated to
Noirafontaine, becauss the enemy continued to bomb Bouillon. At 1715 hours the Command Post
moved a third time, when the enemy shifted the bombings to Noirefontaine. Nehring opted for a

forast not far from Noirefontaine 64

The Luftwaffe would play a significant role in the Meuse River crossings at Sedan. General von
Stutterheim, commander of the 2nd Close Alr Support Group assigned to Guderian for May 13,
visited the corps at 1700 hours to canfirm the praarranged Luftwaffe support. Guderian and von
Stutterheim agreed in early Maythat the Luftwaffe (Stukas or fighters) should systematically
angage designated target areas and individual targets, and bs incorporated as part of the artiilary
Fire Support Plan (see Appendix K, Meyse River Crossing Planning Information) The aim of thia
coordinated air and artiliery assault was the programmed destruction of the enemy’'s artillery

batteries prior to the river crossings. XiXth Panzer Corps’' chief of staff, at 1750 hours,
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published & warning order for 13 May, since Panzer Group von Klaist issusd neither an
operations 3rder nor & directive by late aiternoon. The order went out immediately and directed
the divisions to prepare for the river crossingon |3 May. As s precondition, tha divisions were
required to advance to the east bank of the Meuse River on the 12th, and pull all artillery and
ongineer assets forward. Specific instructions, they were told, would follow later in the night. At
1800 hours a Fiesaler Storch landed near the corps Command Post to pick up General Guderian

for a mesting at the Panzer Group's headquartsrs at Ebiy.635

Ganeral von Kleist conducted the meeting and stated that time was of the essence. Yon Kleist
did not want to lose the element of surprise, so he directed Guderian to cross the Meuse at 1600
hours on the following day. Yon Kleist and Guderian, however, did not share the same concept of
the operation. The Panzer Group commander met with General Sperrie, 3rd Air Fleet commander,
earlier in the day and they agreed on a massive bombing attick on large zones rather than on
specific targets to isalate the hattlefield. This did not fit into Gudsrian's schems of systamahc
destruction of the enemy’s artillery. Yon Kleist refused to change his mind, while Gudarian kept
insisting that the Group's artillery assets were not strong snough, and that they could not be
brought forward in time. Under thess circumsta. =3, Guderian recommanded a postponement of
ths crossings until the morning of 14 May, so that 3 moere thorough preparation couid om mage.
The group commander rejectey that proposal too. General von Klaist was one of the more soft
spoken gentlemen of the senior German commanders. He was chosen to lead the Panzer Group
because General Halder wanted someone with strong leadership capabilities, yet clever enough to
not be too bold ar foolish. General Guderian required strong control at times, and General von
Kleist was familiar with his subordinate's penchant for exitability and enthusiasm. Yon Kleist

knew he had to strike while the iror was hot, therefore cut short any further discussion, and told

him to obey his orders 66
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Guderian, earlier disrecarding his commanders intent, mansuvered the XIXth Panzer Corps
to a different Yocation for the crossings than von Kleist had anticipated. General von Kleist wanted
to cross the Mauss betwesn Sedan and Flize with tha main sffort west of the Ardennes Canal. The
advantage of this maneuver kept the Panzer Group in the proper operational heading (west) and
would avoid having to make two additional river crossings over the Baar Stream and the Ardennes
Canal. This also supported Army Group A's and OKH's oparational concepts. Crossing eest of the
Ardsnnes Canal rastricted initial movements to the sauth, an utinecassary waste of time, people,
and matarial. Yon Klaist parsonally discussed this concspt with Guderian on 9 May, and also

incorporated it a8 part of the intant statement {n Panzer Group Order Nr. 2, issued on 11 May

194067

Unfortunately, Gudsrian's divisions wers positioning themselves sast of the Arcennes Canal.
At the meeting, Guderian expisined that he could rot carry out von Kleist's concept without s delay
of the attack until 14 May. Yon Kieist reluctantiy sqrecd with the stubborn tanker, since he did
not want to sacrifics anextra day. The ramainder of the meeting consisted of coordinating the next
day's attack. While in route back to his Command Post, Guderian's pilot became misoriented and

mistakenly strayed over French lines. Fortunately for Cuderian, they were undetected and

managed to return and 1and safely near Noirefontaine.68

In the German rear traffic problems continued unabated. Elements of the 16th Infantry
Division decided to use one of the Tactica! March Routes, and as a rasult blocked the XL| Panzer
Corps' advance guard, precluding it from reaching the Meuse River on scheduls. Army Group A
intervened and ordered the infantiry unit off the road in the vicinity of Witri. Further aouth, the
29th Infantry Division (mot) was also hampered in its advance. A later investigation reveaied
that the traffic prablems on 12 May occurred becauss of irresponsible lesders and drivars,

mostly with only singls vehicles, Even though the roads were taxed beyond limits, aupplies still
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moved forward. Thers were no complaints from units of shortages of ammunition or fuel. The
Panzer Group, however, did request the delivery of 13,000 gallons of fuel by air at 1400 hours

to XIXth Panzer Corps. The Luftwaffa respanded with dsiivering 5,200 gallons of fusl west of Fay

les Yaneurs.69

On 12 May OKH's Foreign Armies West ssction placed the Alliad intelligence picture into
clearsr focus. OKH intelligance determined with certainty that the enemy would defend along ths
line: western holland, Antverp, the Dyle River line, and the Mausa River, from Namur, to its
connection with the French Maginot Line. Foreign Armies West dismissed any danger of a flank
attack from the north through the Ardennes, but did begin to focus on the more vulnerable
southern flank. Aircraft spotted two columns of vehicles early in the day, one hesding from
Rocroi to Fumey and another from Youziers to Mouzon. The Luftwaffs struck both columns,
however, precise damage reports were not available. On 12 May, the French again did not pull
any units from the Maginot Line. In addition to OKH intsiligence reports, XIXth Panzer Corps’ air
reconnaissance elements provided continuous information throughout the day. The corps’

intelligence officer rated the enemy in front of the Panzer divisions as weak, but expected a strong

defense of the Msuse by the French S5th Infantry Divisionon 13 May.?0

Alxth Panzer Corps used ail of the remaining 20 hours to prepare for the Meuse Crossings.
Nehring and his staff worked the entire night to finalize the corps operations arasr. Since the
intended plan aimost mirrored one of the war games conducted along the Mosalla River Nahring
simply changed dates, times, and incorporated specific information and changes coordinated at the

group’s commanders meeting. The order, finally published at 0815 hours on 13 May, left little

time for the divisions to react (ses Appandix K, Meuse River ¢rossing) .71
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Map Three
Operation Nivel

1200 wz‘,u%'

Trmmt ————— e B

- .{nl,wm
o/m ._: 1600 /.

o Legend: '{P Planned Landing Zone

T Actual Landing Zone (Group North)

¢ Actual Landing Zone (Group South)
115

4

P
x5

":':.'

L

L

)

- A, --.\‘..., SR \\_ﬂ
e J‘.-J-'*.) -..\ NS T 'M-iﬁ'.» u"-




Map Four
10 May 1940
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Map Five
{1 May 1940
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Map Six
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END NOTES
CHAPTER FOUR

\Below, A/s Hitlersdgiviant [ 937-48, p. 229.

2Krisgstegebucn (KTB) XIX. A. K., Yerlaufdes 9.5. 40., Der Durchbruch zum Aermelkanal.
Herstellung der Marschbersitschaft des XIX. A. K. The Tactical Command Post of XIXth Panzer .
Corps consisted of General Guderian, his chief of steff, the operations officer, the close air
support officer, two messenger officers, a signal officer, the corps engineer officar, and several
clerks.

3ibid.

4KTB XIX. A. K., 10. 5. 40., VYerlauf des 10. S. 40., Yormarsch durch Luxembourq.,
Durchbruch durch die suedbsigischen Befestigungen u. Ardennen.

SThe Lehr und Bau Bataillon 2. b..¥. 800 (800th Instruction and Construction Battslion for
special disposition) is more commonly known as the "Brandenburgers”. This unit originated in
upper Silesia as an Industrial Complex Protection Unit (Industrieschutz Qberschiesien) after
Yorld Yar |. when local Silesians feared an invasion by Poland. The members were primarily of
Polish origin, however, sympathetic to Germany. If Poland fnvaded, the unit would seize
important i ndustrial complexes and hold them until relieved by German troops. The cadre of Lehr
und Bau Batallion z. b. Y. 800 came from the !ndustrial Complex Protecticn Unit. in October
1929 Admiral Canaris instructed its leader Captain von Hippel to cucupy &n empty barracks in
Brandenburg, and organize the Lehr und Bau Kompanie 2. b. ¥. Hence the unit was nicknamed the
“Brandenburgers”. This company later grew to division size, and participated in every German
theater of the war, Melchers, ArrepsscAeuplatr Luxemboury 1914 1940 pp. 300-301;
Generalkommando XIX. A. K. Abt. Ic Nr. W 606/40 g. Kdos., den 25. 4. 1940, Betr: Studie
“Sondarkommandos”; Ganeralkemmedo XIX. A. K. ¢ Nr. W 614/40 g. Kdos; Armes
-Qberkommando 16 Abt. la/lc Nr. 157/40 g. Kdos., A. H. K., den 24, April 1940., Betr:
Reichsdeutsche 1n Luxembourg; and Generalkommanda 12 l1a/lc/da. Nr. 1860/400., AHQu.,
den 11. Apnil 1940., Betr: Zuweisung eines Sonderkommandos fuer Aurgaoen abw. . rur a
more thorough history of the Brandenburgers, see Sepp de Giampistro's Qas falsche Jprer £in
Suealiroier ('in der Division Srandenburg, Jwischen seinem Gew'issen und der dehse Beriin-Rom
(Stuttgart: Leonold Stocxer Yerlag, 1984) 1

6Melchers, opcit, 302-348.

THeeresqruppe A Abt. 0. Qu. |., den 3. Mai 1940 Intelligence update on anemy activity in
Luxembourg and Belgium from 20 to 28 April 1940,

S BMelchers, oo oit, pp. 322-325.
b

+ 91bid., pp. 330-331.

i:ﬁt 101bid., pp. 308-312.
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1AL the end of the first day, the German airforce destroyed 408 or 320 airplanes of the
French Northeest-Zons air force assets. The British lost 474 planes; Dach, Paer
durenbrechen gine Armeestellung, Nr. 2, pp. 63~64.

12Melchers, aocit, p. 383; Dach, aoeit, p. 66; and XIX. A K. KTB, 10.5. 40.

13Krueger's group lended at two locations about 10 kilometers from the designated landing
2one. Gaerski's group also landed at two locations, but onty three kilometers from their intended
landing 20ne. Dach, goert, Nr. 2, p. 66-67; XIX. A. K. KTB, 10.5. 40; and Tagesmeldung
by XiXth Panzer Corps to Panzer Group von Kleist, signed by Colanel Nehring.

\4Horne, 7o Lase & Battle France 1940, pp. 214-215; Dach, go ¢/, p. 66; and
q Melchers, Ariagsschaupletz Luxemburyg, pp. 385-386.
.,_\
3 15Dach, goort, p. 66; KTB XiIX. AK, 10.5. 40; and Abendmeldung 17,00 Uhr. Gen. Kdo.
N"\ XIX. A. K. an Gruppe von Klsist (Major Beyerisin an Rittmeister Klewitz).
X
' ° 16Melchers, g et p. 38S.
'} 17Rudolf Veiel was born in Stuttgert on 10 Decsmber 1883. He joined the army as cadet in

o 1904 and became a lisutenant in the 19th Uhlan Regiment in 190S. After 'World War | Veiel
: remained in the Reichsheer. In 1938 he assumed command of the 2nd Panzer Division. During
World War 11, Veiel commanded the 2nd Panzer Division throughout the French Campaign. Other
commands were: 48th Panzer Corps from Februsry 1942 to May 1942, Commander
Reorganization and Refit Staff Center from September 1942 to June 1943, acting Commander Sth
Corps from September 1943 to July 1944, Becauss of his connection to the resistancs, Veiel was
relieved of his duties in July 1944, Highest renk achieved during World War || was General of
Armored Troops on 1 April 1942, Afler the war, General Veiel retirad to Stuttgart where he died
in 1956. Keilig, DasHoer 1933- 1945, p. 348,

18Franz Josef Strauss, Qeschichie der 2 (Wiener) Panzer-0ivision (Friedberg: Podzun-’
Pailas-veriag, 1987), pp. 46-47.

19Friedrich Kirchner was born in Zoebigker/Leipzig on 26 March 1885, He entered tha
107th Infantry Regiment in 1906 and received his lieutenant’s commission in 1907, In 1911 he
transferred to the 17th Uhlan Regiment. After World War |, Kirchner remained in the
Reichsheer. Between ‘33 and '38 he commanded a cavalry regiment, an infantry regiment ( mot),
and an infantry brigade (mot). In 1938, Kirchner became a general officer and in November '39
he assumed command of the 1st Panzer Division. From ‘41 10 '45 he commanded the S7th Panzer
Corps. Highest rank achieved: Genei-al of Panzer Troops in 1942, Keilig, apest, p. 163.

20Walter Krueger was born in Zeitz on 23 March 1892. He entered the 181st Infantry
Regiment in 1910. Krueger received his commission in 1911 in the 19th Hussar Regiment.
After World War | he remained in the Reichsheer. Krueger commanded the 10th Cavalry
Regiment in 1937, and in November 1939 he took command of the 1st Infantry Brigade ( mot.) 15t
Panzer Divison. He assumsd command of the 1st P2 Div in 1941, S8th Panzer Corps in 1944,
and became acting commander of 4th Corps in April 1945, Highest rank achieved: General of
Panzer Troops in 1944. Keilly, goert, p. 183

e e A R Mﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁ:ﬂiﬁﬂ%ﬁi&f&ﬁﬁd



:
}r.
:

-
3
.

A e AN
AEPERE AR L

AN I

i1,

|

ES

2 e e A A A A B A R AE AN oLl o08 a0 o |

214Anlage 5 2u Gruppe von Kleist la/op. 217/40 q. Kdos.-Chefs., 9. 5. 40., Betr: Besondere
Anordnungen fuer das Ueberwinden der Befestigungen, Sperrungen u.  Fluesse im
Yormarschstreifan: Korpskommando XY. A. K., Abt. la Nr 76/40 q. Kdos., 16. 3. 40,
Kor pabefehl fuer den Angriff. OKYY allocated the use of Special Operations type forces for Fall
Gelb, in particular to prevent the demolition of seven road and railrosd bridges in the Ettelbrueck-
Diekirch area. Twenty-thres members of the Brandenburg Regiment, dressed in civilian ciothes,
infiltrated ahead of 13t Panzer Division's sector with the mission of preventing the destruction of
those bridges. Pro German Luxsmbourg men were also recruited and some even trained in
Germany, but their sloppy work alerted the Luxembourg authoritiss in their attempt to capture
poiice and border quards. By 0200 on the night of the 10 May the Luxembourg governement
ordered the closing and locking of obstacles. Generalkommando XIX. A. K. Abt. Ic Nr. W 606/40
g. Kdos., den 25. 4. 1940., Betr: Studie “Sonderkommandos™; Generalkommado XIX.A. K. Ic Nr.
W 614/40q. Kdos; Armes-Oberkommando 16 Abt. la/lc Nr. 157/409. Kdos., A. H. K., den
24, April 1940., Betr: Reichedeutsche in Luxembourg; and Generalkommanrdo 12 la/lc/Ao. Nr.
1860/409., A.HQu., den 11, April 1940, Betr. Zuweisung eines Sonderkommandos fuer
Aufgaben Abw. |l.

22 Hermann Balck was born in Danzig-Langfuhr on 7 December 1892. He entered the 10th
Jeeger Battalion in 1913 and recsived his commission in 1914, .After World War |, Balck
remsined in the Reichsheer. From '38 to 'I9 he worked at OKH and in October ‘39 he sssumed
command of the 13t Infantry Regiment (mot.). Other commands in Yorld War Il included: 3rd
Panzer Regiment, Decamber '40; 2nd Panzer Brigads, May ‘41, 11th Panzer Division, May '42;
Infantry Division “Grossdeutschiand®, April '43; 40th Panzer Corps, November ‘44; 4th Panzer
Army and later Army Group G at the end of the war. Highast rank achieved: General of Panzer
Troops in 1943, Keilig, oz ¢r?. p. 13; and Belck, Oranuny im Chaos Erionerungen !893-
1948,

2Z%IX.A. K. KTB, 10.S. 40; and Hermann Balck, Ordnwny im Cisos Srianerunpen [983-
1948 2. Edition (Osnabrueck: Biblio Yerleg, 1981), p. 263.

24Horne, opc?t, pp. 199-200.
25Balck, opcrt, p. 268; and Meichers, opcr?, pp. 378-379.

26Gerhard Schmidt, Regimenisgeschichie des Fancer-ariiilerie- Regiments 73 (Bremen:
Yfaither Bosttcher Yerlag, 1959), p. 32; and Dach, opor?, p.65.

271bid; and KTB Gen. Kdo. XXIl. A. K. (Gruppe von Klsist), Durchbruch zum Aermelksnal
und die Schlacht in Flandern und im Artoir vom 10. 5. - 31. 5. 40.

28Ferdinand Schaal was born in Freiburg im Breisgauon 7 February 1389, He entered the
22nd Dragoon Regiment in 1908 and recaived his commission in 1909. After World War | he
remained 1n the Reichsheer. Between ‘34 and '39 Schael commanded the 16th Cavalry Regiment
and the |at Panzer Brigade. In August 1939 he assumed command of the |0th Panzer Division.
Other commands during World War || were: 34th Corps, 1| September "41; 41st Panzer Corps,
13 September ‘41. From September 1943 until July 1944 Scheal wes the Coramandsr of
Wehrkreis Bohemia and Moravia and plenipotentiary with the Reichsprotector in Bohemis and
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Moravia, Kellig, vpert., p. 286.

29%IX. A.K. KTB, 10.S. 40; also, IR "GD" hed the specific mission of protecting the corps'
left flank from advancing Allied forces.

30For 11 May XIXth Panzer Corps recsived opsrational control of: 49th Artillery Regiment, i
2nd Battelion/69th Artillery Regiment (10 cm), the S11th Engineer Regiment, and the 41st 1
Engineer Battalion with two type B bridges. XX1l. A. K. (Gruppe von Kisist) Abt la/op Korps Gef. ‘
Std., den 10.5. 40., Betr: Gruppenbefetl Nr. 1 fuer den 11, 5, 40, |

SIXIX.A. K. KTB, 10.5. 40; and Dach, op¢crt, p. 64.

32Gruppenbefehl., Der Kommandierende General der Gruppe von Kleist, Einsatzort,den 11.
Mai 1940

Z3Dach, opcit., p. 65; Anlage B, Ganeralkommando XX!I. A. K. (Gruppe von Kleist) 10. 8.
1940., Yorlaeufige Erfahrungsn mit groBen mot. Yerbaendan.

J4%1X. A. K. KTB, 10. 5. 40; Tegesmeldung des XIX. A. K., 10. S. 40. signed by Colonel
Nehring; and Gruppenbefahl Nr. 1 fuer den 11. 5. 40,

I5XIX.A. K. KTB, 10.5. 40.

36XIX. A. K. KTB, 11.5. 40.

L 3Lise, opcst, p. 150.

E::E 38Message from Panzer Group von Kleist at 0745, 11 May 194N *a Army Group A, signed by
g the operations officer.

; INIX. A. K. KTB, 11.5. 40,

E:.i';i 40Strauss, opcr, p. 46; andXIX. A. K. KTB, 11.5. 40,

:j 41Dech, opcit, Nr. 2, p. 68; XI4.A. K. KTB, 11.5. 40; and Schmidt, oz ci?, p. 32.

42Kar| Keitech was born 1n Truestauon 7 May 1892, He entered the armyin 1912 and joined
the 7th Davarian Infantry Regiment in 1914, After World War | Keltsch ramained in the
Reichsheer. In January 1938 he assumed command of the 2nd Panzer Pegiment. During World

® 22,

v War || he continued to command the 2nd Panzer Regiment in Poland, and in Fabruary 1340
y‘fx assumed cemmand of the 1t Panzer Brigade. in November of the same year Keltsch commanded
t{.‘. the 1 8th Panzer Brigade. Other commands included: Commander 6th Transportatian Depot of 6th
::-'} Army from November 1941 to July 1942, Commander, 12th Transportation Depot in April
oL, 1943, Commander, Cantrsl Transportation West from January to November 1944, and

@

Commander, Transportation Depot, 3rd Military Administrative Ares Heedquarters. Keillg, oz

- .
]

e ¢it, p. 160.
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43Stoves, e /. Fancer Jnvision, p. 34-35; Dach, sp o, p. 58; Schemat, 2zl p.
32; and XIX. A. K. k7B, 11.5. 40.

44Stoves, o2 crt, p. 85, Dach, gport, p. 68; XIX. A K. KTB, 11.5 40; Schmidt, 22
&, p. 32; and Liss, o277, p. 148-149,

4SStoves, epcit, p. 8S; and Schmidt, apert, p. 32.
45Dach, opcil, Nr. 2, p. 68; Stoves, apcrt, p. 85; and XIX. A. K. KTB, 11.5. 40. !
47%1X. A. K. KTB, 11.5. 40.
481 bid.

49bid.

5 ]
SSe

o

301 bid, entry st 2100 hours.

3
fa

SIXIX.A. K. KTB, 11.5. 40; ¥XH1. A. K. (Gruppe von Klsist) KTB (Abschrift) 10.5. bis 11.
7.40.,entryfor 11,5, 40.

T @

el
n

SZ¥Ix. A. K. KTB, 11.5. 40, Luftiage.

S3Liss, gpert, p. 153

oL Fa

S4X1%. A. K. KTB, 11.5. 40., Abschiuflage am Abend.
S3XiX. A K. KTB, 11.5. 40., Zusammenfassung.

S6The distance bstween the two headquarters probabiy caused the delay. XIXth Panzer Corps’

Tactical Command Post 'vas located at MNeufchateau, whereas Panzer Group von K121t located its
C Commana Post at Erpeidingen. KX, A K. KTB 11. 5. 40; Gensraikommanas «ix. A. K. Abt i3
Q-} Korps Gef. Stand Neufcheteau, den 11. 5. 40., Betr: Korpsbefehl Nr. 2 fusr den 12. 5. 40; and
° Gruppe von Kleist Abt la/op K. Gef. Std., den i1. 5. 40., Erpeldingen. 2100 Uhr., Betr:
;:5\- Gruppenbefehl Nr. 2 fuer den 12, 5. 40,

%

:f::*_. STXIX. A K. KTB, 12.5. 40.

<

i S8XIX. A. K. KTB 12. 5. 40., entry at 0900 hours and AbschiuBiage am Abend ( Feind); Dach,
= operl, Nr. 2, p. 69; and Strauss, opcrt, p. 46.

e

e

\\é SIXIX.A. K. KTB, 12.5. 40; Dack, gpcit, p. 69; and Stoves, aocit, p. 86.

I~y

600ach, op¢r?t, p. 69; and Stoves, a2 c7?, p. 86.

61Dach, op¢r?, p. 69; Stoves, opcii., p. 86; and XIX.A. K. KTB, 12. 5. 40.
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62Dach, gp¢cit, p. 69; and XIX. A. K. KTB, 12.5. 40.
635chmidt, azci?, pp. 32-33.
64XIX.A. K. KTB, 12. 5. 40.

65Heinz Guderian, Asazer leader, pp. 78-79; XIX. A. K. KTB, 12. 5. 40; and
Genersikommando XIX. A. K. Abt. la Korps Ge. Stand, den 12. 5. 40., 17.50 Uhr, Betr:
Yorbefehl fuer Angriff ueber die Maass.

66Ganaral von Kleist's refusal of Guderian's concept of the Luftwaffe's employmant, and to
only fly bombing missions on 12 May does not support the actual events of 13 May 1940. From
KIxth Panzer Corps’ war diary it can be clesrly determined that Guderian and van Stutterheim
coordinated the Luftwaffe's employment for the Meuse River crossing in eariy Mey. In the Panzer
Group's war diary one notes that von Kleist and Sperrie conducted their own coordination on the
morning of 12 May. During the actual svents on 13 Msy, the Luftwaffe employed Guderian's
technique. Guderian, without knowing this, complained the entire 1 3th that the air offensive was
a failure, until he met with von Stutterheim in the evening. Yon Stutterheim informed him thet
thers was not enough time to make the necessary changes von Kleist and Sperris had wanted and
thus decided on his own ‘o execute the plan he and Guderian coordinated. e can safely sssume
that von Stutterheim's decision for this course of action resulted as a consequence of pilots and
crews beirg trained for their mission well in advance. Many histoiians fault Guderian for
wanting to postpone the crossings for one day. From both the XIXth Panzer Corps and the Panzer
Group von Klsist war diaries it is fairly evident that Gudsrian only asked for & postponement,
because he considered the uss of the Luftwaffe and its systematic attack of the French artillsry
positions a8 essential. Yon Kleist's concept concerned him that thers would not be enough
artillery available to support the crossings, thus s postponement would have provided the
necessary time to depioy ail the artillery ssssts forward. Guderian, oo ¢7?, p. 79; AIX. A K.
KTB, 12.5.40.and 13. 5. 40; and XXIl. A. K. (Gruppe von Kleist) KTB, 12. 5. 40.and 13. 5.
40.

>7The Panzer Sroup in ite Gperations Jraer ir. 2, issued on i1 iMay 1940, paragragn three
missions to corps, specifically directed XIXth Panzer Corps to “use 12 May to make praparations
for the planned Meuze River crossing on 13 May. The main effort must be west of the Ardennes
Canal®. Gruppe v. Kleist Abt. la/op K. Gef. Std., den 11. 5. 40, Erpsidingen. 21,00 Uhr.
Betr: Gruppenbefehl Nr. 2 fuer den 12, 5. 1940,

€8Guderian, o cil, p. 79.

5I%XxI1. A, K. (Gruppe von Kieist) KTB, 12.5. 40; Heeresgruppe 4, Arbettsgebiet Qu I,
(Abendmeldung) Zeitabschnitt 12. 5. 40.

70The French srmy was convinced that the German Army would not sttack withaut first
bringing forward all artillery assets, ammunition, and bridging equipment. They anticipated a
two to three day time period which could be used for their preparation along the Mause River. The
French High Command, however, did take some precautionery measures by transporting the 1st
Armored Division towards Charleroi. The 14th Infantry Division moved to Novion-Porcier, and
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two 2aditronal artiilery regiments were aaded to 1 Oth Corps, defenaing ‘west of Segan. The i3t
Infantry Division also hastily daployed into the defensive sector. The S5th Infantry Division,
taken out of the front early on 12 May, occupied the west bank of the Meuse, and took the brunt of
the attack cn the following day. They were disorganized throughout the night of 12 to 13 May, and
planned tu use the 13th to get their defensive positions in order. During the night, however, it
became apparent to some French commanders that the Garmans would not wait for the attack. Al
vehicle columns moving toward Sedan were using full headlights without regard to scurity. Dach,
9p¢it, Nr.5, p. 48; also, for a detailed study of the Franch Army's sctions during the battle of
France, reed Alistair Horne's “To Lose a Battle, France 1940%; Liss, opcit, pp. 156-159;
XIX.A. K. KTB 12.5. 40; Generalkommando XI¥.A. K. Abteilung la X.Gf. St. Bsllevaux 13.5, |
40., 8,5 Uhr; and Gruppe v. Kleist Abt. la/op. Gruppan-Gef. Std. Ebly, den 12. 5. 40, ;
23,30 Uhr. |

71The war game referrsd to was “war Game Koblenz" conductsd slong the Mosslle River,

NN

:.’-;- Although the basic plan remained ths same, changes, based on the meeting conducted at the Panzer
*-';:- Group's Cammand Post on the afternoon of 12 May, had to be incorporated. That sxplains why the
o, order was not issued until 0815 hours on 13 May 1940. XIX. A. K. KTB 12. S. 40;
> Generalkommando XIX. A. K. Abteilung la K. Gf. St. Bellevaux 13.5. 40., 8,15 Uhr; and
° Gruppe v. Kieist Abt. Is/op. Gruppen-Gef. Std. Ebly, den 12. 5. 40., 23,30 Uhr.
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE RIYER CROSSING AND THE BREAKOUT

eyriding in canees on the Mesow is forbidden"

Seaerel Heiaz Guderian, April 1940

XIXth Panzer Corps’ advance to the Msuss River was a remarkable achisvement. Halders'
calculated risk paid off and the snemy's defanse consistad of a mere delaying action, resulting in
minimal losses in both personnel and equipment. The most difficult task, however, that of
conducting a river crossing into the enemy’s jaws still lay ahsad. The Armuy Ganeral Starf spent
many hours during the previous winter and spring, daterrm'ninq the best coure of action.
Gudsrian convinced his superiors and the Army General Staff that crossing the Meuse at Sedan
would open the door to the Atiantic coast in the shortest time and most effective manner. General
von Kieist agreed with this concept, however, injecied an even riskier propesition than the
Ardennes breakthrough. Yon Klsist, not willing to farfeit the mtiative by weiting for | 2th and
16th Armies’ infantry, decided instead to conduct the river crossing with dismounted infantry
from the march. Tha river crossings had been rahearsed in detail on the Mosslle River only eight
weeks eariier, and Guderian's chief or 31aif, Colonel Nehring, spent most ot the nigntor (210 i3
May updating the war game's operations order, which he issued at 0815 hours on the {3th. The
actions of XiXth Panzer Corps over the naxt two days would be remsrkable achievements in

modern military history and ultimately decice the outcome of the Battle of France.

Monday, 13 May 1940

Throughout the right of 12 to 13 May Guderian coordinated with his chief of staff, artillery
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commandar, and Luftwaffs lisison officer to incorporata the changes made by the Panzer Group.
Because of the traffic snarls Gudsrian worried about all the artillery getting forward on time. A
second issue that Guderian discussed with Nehring was the Panzer Group's concept of the
bridgehead's size. Panzer Group von Kleist ordered XIXth Panzsr Corps to cross ths Meuse

batween Flize and Sedan, and to establish a bridgehead along the line Boutancourt-Sapogne- |

Chehery-Noyars Pont Maugis.2 Since in the German system the maximum amount of freedom was
given to subordinates to uxecuts their mission, Guderian maneuvered his corps a few kilometers
sauth of Flize and planned to push further south to the heights of Stanne befors turning his corps

wastward. Although Guderian failed to execute his commanders intent, the rasulting changes «vare

minimal and did not effect the Mause River crossing operation 3

The French continued to impede German movements ncrth of the Meuse River. As on the
previous day, French artillery forward observers engaged anything that moved. This proved
sxtramely costly for reconnaissance elements of the 37th Enginesr Battalion about dawn. As a
result many young engineers were killed slong the river banks attempting to confirm previously

selected crossing sites. First and 10th Panzer Divisions worked throughout the night, clearing

» the remainder of the French forces from the north bank, and by 0800 hours had all elements in
& assault positions in thu woodlines contouring the river from St. Menges to Balan. Every aividion
E; looked across several hundred meters of apen flat grass areas, whers every move cutside the
E.'ﬁ cover of the woods was observed and taken undsr fire. Secnnd Panzer Division advsnred much
)f slower and was 3till located in the forast of Sugny at 0815 haurs, about five kilometers from its
Ej crossing site at Donchery ¢

E The Luftwaffe initiated its attack at 1000 hours instead of the previcusly coordinated 0800
e

". hours, bombing prepared snemy positions, artillery batteries, and unit assembly areas. During

L it

the course of the morning a Stuks squadron mistakenly attacked the assault positions of the 1st
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Motorcycle Battalion, but only caused minimal injuries and damage. The battsiion commander,
Major Wend von WistersheimS, promptly contacted the 1at Panzer Division's headquarters and

tald the oparations afficar, Lisutanant-Colonsl Walther WenckS, that he could ro without this typs

of support from the Luftwaffs. Wenck immediately contacted XIXth Panzer Corps to ensure that

there would no be a repest.?

Genaral Gudsrian spant the entire morning visiting the three division commanders, conducting
face to face coordination and explaining his aims for the upcoming operation. At Sugny, he
informed Major-General Yetel that the attack would commence as scheduled, and that he was to
have all available combat elements at the river on time. Traffic conditions wers especially bad on
the morning of 17 May, sincs all arﬂllefg sssets, engineers, and Flak units congested the limited
road space between the Semois and the Meuse. The situation deteriorated when the corps’
military police company commander was killed during one of the bombing raics on Sedan. At
1030, the Aede/wer7arreqimsnt's commandar raported that he would be unable tn bring his units
forward in time to support the river croasing. As the corps attempted to position it2 combat
support slements, the Luftwaffe continued the sir raids. The French, however, began firing some

long range artillery in the rear of Guderian‘s assault positinns, which rather syrprised the

Germans.8

General wilheim Berlin, the corps’ artillery commander (ARKQ 101), spant a hair raising
morning, concentrating the artillery units around Sedan. The 73rd Artillery Regiment finsily
occupied its firing positions about noon, and the rest of the artillery units managed to somehow
occupy their's by 1530 hours. This accomplishment reflected the tremendous leadership
capabilities of General Berlin. The Luftwaffe's effort began to increase after 1400 hours,
culminating at 1500 hours with a messed raid of 300 to 1 000 Stuka/fighter aircraft for the next

hour. At 1530 hours, the artillery joined the Luftwaffe, commencing the combined one~ half hour
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concentrated fire support preparation prior to the assault. (see Appendix K, Meuse River
Planning Information) Infantry and enginesrs used this Guedierdsemmering 88 cover while

moving boats and equipment to the river's edgs. As the last bombs and artiliery shells struck the

enemy's side of the river, elements of XI1Xth Panzer Corps started their historic assault.?

The Luftwaffs demonstrated the effectivaness of a coordinated air bombardment, virtually
driving ths S5th French Infantry Division into panic. Intelligence officers within the Frenzh
division received instructions on how to use mechine guns in the anti aircraft role only on the
morning of 13 May. At 0730 hours, the French 10th Corps commander telephoned the S55th

infantry Division commander and sssursd him that a German sttack was unlikely over the next

four to six days, since their artillery and ammunition had not yet been brought forward .10

First Panzer Divisien

The soldiars of the 13t Panzer Division, main affort of Panzar Group von Kleist, observed the
devastating Luftwaffs attack the enfire day. Nevertheless the situstion was chaotic when they
began their river crossing, with French bunkers spitting intense firs at them from the far side of
the river.. The soldiers had actually spent 8 fairly calm day, resting as much as passible. T_he

signal battalion finished laying all telephone 1ines by 0400 hours, placing division headquarters

in contact with the infantry brigade, Panzer brigade, and ARKO 101.11 The engineers produced
only scant information on the crossing sites as a result of their costly reconnaissance efforts
early in the mormng. Although the crossing sitas had previnusly heen seiected fram asrial

photagraghy, commanders wantad to confirm the actual lscations. Any aftternpt at further

reconnaissance during daylight became impoasible. Thus, at 1500 hours, under the protection of

the massive air stteck and the subsequent artillery preparation, infantry and engineers carrieg
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their boats to the water's edge. The division planned its assault as follows: 1st Motorcycle
Battalion assaulted the Iqes loop, the 1st Infantry Regiment asssulted north of Gaullier towards
Frenois, and Infantry Regiment “Grossdsutschland” south of Gaullier (inclusive) an Tarcy.
Earlier in the morning company 1st Sergeants instructed the mechanized infantry soldisrs to

prepare and carry assault packs, since they would be without their vehicles for the next day {ses

Map aeven through nine, pp. 154-156).12

The 1t Motorcycle Battelion began its river crossing, st 1600 hours, southwest of St. Menges.

The Meuse was shallow at this location and presented the motorcyclists with little difficulty.
Clearing of the Iges loop proceeded rapidly and by 1800 hours the battajion secursd the French
positians on Mont D'lges. The battalion continued its advancs reaching and securing Glairs de
Yilette at 1900 hours. The 1st Company's commander wes killed and Major von Wietﬁrsheim was

wounded during the attack on Glaire de Yilatis. Bunkers south of the Canal de 1'Est were cieared by

N elements of 13t Infaniry Regiment, so the motorcyclists could ¢ross the canal, 12
Lisutenant-Colonel Balck, commander of the 1st |nfantry Regiment, accompanied his 30idisrs
to ths river st 1500 hours, and became the focus of & classical break.down in communication. The

ragiment’s transpartation column delivered the pneumdtic boats for the river crossing, but no

T

%"
]

.

f.

2. "Grossdeutschland’s” « . neer battalion commander arrived at the scene and Balck directed him to
_;Z: operste the boats. The engineer commander reminded Balck that his scidiers wera assault
1

;’.:: engineers and not boat operators. Balck had trained his soldiers in the use of pneumatic boats,
o
F, thus he decided to conduct the assault crossing without the help of the enginesrs. He crossed the
\':
Ezi river with the first wave and within minutes breached the initial bunker line along the Meuse.
g
- The sdvance slowi,, -jau toir. seet momantum, since the Frenchin Balck's sector only rendered
°
E‘:‘-;g isolated resistance. At 1730 hours lead elements of the 2nd and 3rd Battalions reached the
"

‘(
\

° 131

oparators, 3ince someons forgot to inform the enginears whera 0 ¢0. in the meantime
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Donchery-Sedan rail line, about one and one-half kilometars southwest of the crossing site.
(>eneral Guderisn, whose command post moved to La Chapaile at noon, drove to alevation 268,
southwest of Givonne at 1600 hours to observe the river croesings. From this location ha could
ses the sntirs battlefield and obsarve the prograss of his corps. His pstience, however, was short
lived snd by 1800 hours, Guderian proceseded to the river, crossed, and joined the 1st Infantry

Reqiment in the forward lines.!4

Balck knew the next defensive line had to be breached befors his soldiers could be given a well
deserved rest. The French main defense 1ay south of the Sedan-DBellevue road. The 2nd and 3rd
Battalions assaulted at 1830 hours and breached it by 2030 haurs, apening 8 qap in the French
defensive system between Frenois and Wadelincourt. Balck kept pressing the attack, although his
battalion commanders recommended against it. He realized the surprise tha regiment achiavad,
and wanted to carry the bridgehesd as far forward as possible. Since French rasistance at this
point was simast non existant, Balck did not want to pay a high prics cn the 14th, for samathing
aveilable so cheap on the 13th. By midnight, Balck had led elaments of his regiment to just zouth
of Cheveuges and the southern edge of the Dois de 1a Marfee. He sent two compames of 2nd

Battalion on ahead to Chehery to secure the high ground west of the village, in essence cutting off

the Franch artillery positions in the southern confines of the Bois de 1a Marfes.1S

Infantry Regiment "Grossdautschland” was attached to 1at Panzer Divisionon 13 May for the
river crossing. [t arrived late in the division's sector, not reaching Geulier until 1430 hours.
The main effort of the regiment rested with the 2nd Battalion. The battalion commander decided to
use § factory adjacent to the river a3 his command post, and established machine gun positions on

the upper floors of the building to engage three French bunkers an the oppesite river bank As

scheduled, the first assault squad carried its bost to the water's edge at | 800 hours, but was

L

’ immediately engaged by the French from the bunker positions. The entire squad wss mowed down

.
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and killed, and the boat destroyed. The second squad met the same fate. Whena 3.7 cm haif track
mounted Flak gun arrived at the scene, the battalion commander ordered its crew to amjage the
bunkers. The gun crew expanded all its smmunition, engaging the bunkers, byt the third squad
met the same fate as the first twe. Only the direct fire support of two 7.5 cm armored assault
quns, Sturmpeschvelz, and & Stuks attack finally subdued the French in the bunkers. At 1650
heurs, the 2nd Battalion made its first successful crossing managing to astablish a small
hridgahead by | 730 hours. The commander immediately sant the rest of the battalion scross the
river and began the edvance on Torcy. At 2000 hours, the regiment progressed to the
northeastern edge of the Bois de 1a Marfes. Enginesrs ferried the sntire infantry brigade and
infantry Regiment “Grossdeutschiand” across the Meuse by midnight. The {st Panzer Division's

axecution of the river crossing proved successful, reflecting the hard training practiced weeks

betore along the Moselle.(see Map seven through nine, pp. 154-156)16 i

Teath Panzer Divisien |

The other two Panzer divisions did not have the same good fortune. Tenth Panzer Division,

faceq with increaibls cads, 1ngily mansgeq to gar soMme ‘weaKk RiaMANtS across e river oYy 1 G0N

hours. Flat, open terrain leading to the water's edge, sighted by anemy farward obsarvara and
machine gunners, nestled in bunkers under the railroad embankment thre¢ hundred metars from
the river, enabled the Franch to saturate the assault forces with devastatingly accurate fires
German bombers and artillery missed those fortifications throughaut the day's bombardmant. The
division also received artillery fire from heavy guns positianed near Remiily. The jack of the

division's heavy artillery battalion subordinated to the 1at Pan2er Division saverly hampared its

7.
S

o ability to properly support its river crossing. Crossing attempts at Bazeilles ended in complete

R ARV
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disasters, resulting in heavy casualties, and loosing much of the bridging equipment, 17

A company size forrce at about 1930 hours finally made it across at the division's sacond crossing
point at Wadelincourt. One squad spent several hours clearing out bunkers along the water iine,
taking pressure off the crossing sites. As soon as the French defensive fire began to slacken, the |
division sent two battalions of infantry across. Like the earifer assauits at Bazetlles casuaities
were extremsly high, but the assault succeeded. The division continued to receive heavy flanking
artillery fire from French batteries located at Noyers-Pont Maugis and Remilly. The division
commander refused the aid of a Stuka attack 'against the batteries, in light of his destroyed

bridging assets, rendering him incapable of constructing a bridge until new equipment was

N X . S5
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e

brought forward. Later, during the night, the division began constructing a bridge just south of

Sedan, while the two infantry battalions advanced to Noyer and Pont-Maugis. Thus by midnight
the division established a bridgehsad running from Wadeiincourt to SO0 meters east of the Boisde -
1a Marfee-Noyers-Pont-Maugis. The 10th Panzer Division paid a heavy price for such a modest

bridgehead ( cee Map seven through ning, pp. 156-158).18

Second Panzer Division

The 2nd Panzer Division suffered a much worse fate than the 10th. Similar problems with
open terrain along the approaches to the river plagued General Veiel's infantrymen. Only a few
small slements managed to get to the south bank of the Meuse, west of Donchery. Because of
extremely heavy losses, and the unlikelyhood of constructing a bridge near Donchery under the

present conditions, Gudertan redirected elements of the 2nd Panzer Division, at 2100 hours, to

the |ges loop hoping that a strike in the enemy's flank would be more successful.19

The ability to bridge the Meusse rapidly would prove as important as securing a bridgehead.
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Enginesrs began constr ucting an assault bridge at Gaulier at 1800 hours. Initially, however, the
37th Enginesr Battalion, reinforced by the SO05th Engineer Battslion constructed ferries,
beginning oparations with the first ons at 1815 hours. These ferriss transportsd the initial

armored cars and anti tank guns to the other side, whils pnsumatic boats carried five battalions of

3

infantry across the river. Actuel construction of the bridge, once proper reconnaissancs of the

5k
LS,

sites were completed, began at 2015 hours. The anginesrs opened tha bridgs for traffic at 0200

hours. (see Appandix G, Enginser Operationa)

-
b4

The engineers had only 70 meters of bridging equipment, since & previously constructed

i

bridge over the Semois, the day prior, could not be taken down. The locstion selacted by the

e

engineers was just under 70 meters. If the French airforce or artillery had taken out oniy one

sention, bridge traffic would have besn haited for an extended pariod of tims. The 37th Enginssr

o S
XML

Battalion would have had to borrow equipment from another unit.20

While General Guderian accompanied the 13t Infantry Regiment, Nehring began planning
operations for 14 May. Throughout the day visitors arrived at the corps’ headquarters for update
brisfings. Two of those distinguished quests were Generals von Kleist and von Stutterheim. To
von Klsist, Nehring imprassed the importance of expanding the bridgehead to Stonne, and with von

B R S ) - Y NN Y . -
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Stutterheim he cooraginated the air erfort. Nenring and the Lurtwarie commangar sgrees on the

ares south of Attigny-Steny a9 a free fire 20ne. Among other things, tha chief of staff assessed the

-
L

7y

days’ operations. He attributed the failuras 6f 2nd and 1 Oth Panzer Divisions to a lack of fire

-
b 1
.

= anon |

support. At 2130 Nehring diractad ist Panzer Division tn relsass the two heavy artillery
battalinns basck to 2nd and 10th Panzer Divisions. The artillary's massing in 1st Panzar
Division's sector had psid off, but the two flanking divisions now required heavier fire suppart to

catch up with 18t Panzer Division. Nehring also recognizsd the vulnarability of the two bridges at

Gaulter and south of Seden. Since the French had attempted saveral times alrsady to destroy the
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bridges with their air forcs, the corps’ chief of staff ordered all available Flak guns concantrated
aroinc the crossing sites. German Flak crews managed to drive off the attacking Ailiad aircraft an
13 May, howsver, the intalligence officar axpscted heavier air activity on tha 1dth. The
significance of those bridges can not be avarsmphasized, for without tham the Panzer brigades
would not have reached the infantry on the following morning. As the corps’ centsr of gravity they |
hed to be protected at all cost, since the bridges not oniy carried the tanks, but aiso the vitally

important supplies required to sustain the forces 2!

The initial advance across the river produced 1ittls usable intelligance. As predicted, the

Franch fought hard, but the Luftwaffe generated such & fear that many soldiars were found hiding

: in corners of bunkers. Intelligence officers, after interrogating French soldiers and officers,
i~
;}E: concluded that the enemy caught in 13t Panzer Division's sector was completely demoralized snd
W

N

no longer willing to fight. Air reconnsissancs, at 1615 hours, reported 2nemy tank formations
moving north toward Bulson, possibly indicating 8 French armored or motorized countarattsck,
No such large formations, however, had yst basn reported within the vicinity of the bridgehead.

The enemy was expected to continue his stubborn resistanca, although a major countar otfensive

by tha French was not anticipated sincs a 3izeable movement of ressrves had not baen initiated 22
At 2230 hours Nehring issued the operations order for 14 May, reflecting the estimate of the

Intelligence officer that Fren;h armored forces would reasch the corps’ forward positions

sometime in the morrning. The corps’ plan called for 1st Panzsr Division to continue its advancs

toward Bulson, than turning west over Yendrasse-Le Chasne toward Boutancourt with its laft

flank paralleling the Aisne River to Rethel. The 2nd Panzer Division would also turn west ard

OIS .
YN N N
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]
\
::L:‘- advance toward Poix Turon, then head southwest toward Rethel. Protection of the corps’ left flank
:

fell to the 10th Panzer Division, which would advance south directly east of Bulson towsrd

DCAAXAAL

Stonne.23
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By midnight the XIXth Panzer Corps had punched a salient six kilomsters deep and five
kilometers wide, with elements s far south as Chehery { see Map seven through nine, pp. 154-
156). Guderian, concerned with the immanent French counter attack, planned to use the rest of
the night to strengthen the bridgehead. He therefore directed the infantry to prepare fighting
positions along the forward edge of the bridgeheed and ordered the movement of all available

Panzer and anti tank units across the Geulier bridge as soon as possible. His intentions for 14

N May included widening and protecting the bridgehead, exploiting the success of the river crassing
'.‘::::;: by securing crossing sites aver the Ardennes Canal, and conducting a brsakout toward Rethel.
%‘F‘? Guderian’s plans for 13 May had been realized, but the battle was not yet won. The corps hed
{-\ taken heavy casualties in its infantry ranks, while the Panzer brigades wers still unscathed. The

\ French Army remainsd a force to be reckoned with, especially its armored forces.24

The Effects of the Rolling Bombardment

During the “Phony War", German air reconnaissance systematically photograghed the entire
Sedan-Mezieres sector This asrial photograahy aided 3rd Air Flest's pilots in locating their

targets. Command posts, forward observer positions, bunkers, machine gun nests, and battery

firing pasitions were caught in the hail of the Luftwaffe's bombs. The Luftwaffe flew unimpeded,
x . and destroyed several villages around Sedan. This rolling air attack had a tremendously
;:‘ demoralizing effect un the French, The S5th Infanu'y Division's telephone lines were destroyed
ﬁ‘ within 30 minutes, leaving only a limited number of radios and messengers to uransmit

M information. The continued bombing and the Stuka sirens virtually paralyzed the French.

Although later investigations revealed that less personnel were killed and equip:nent destroyed

than originally anticipated, the demoraiizing effect of the Stukas took its toll, severing the nerves
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of the defenders in Ist Panzer Division's sector, resulting in a panic by the French toward
avening. The absence of any French anti aircraft quns or fighter aircraft certainly added to the
psychological impact. The remnants of the SSth Infantry Division, the entire 71st infantry
Division, the majority of five artillery regiments, and rear services began to rout south on the
Bulson-Maisonceiles and the Bulson-Chemery roads. Slaffs, medical services, and anyone that
could move joined this rout. Interestingly enough, many of these soldiers never sighted a single
German other then the Luftwaffe airplanes unlcading their ordnance. Fr:nch general staff officers
wers out to restore order, however, many of these became caught in the chacs. Elements of this

panic stricken mass fled as far as Reims, 80 kilometers behind the front before they could be

stopped. 25

Tuesday, 14 May 1940

On the fifth day of the offensive, XIXth Panzer Corps' soldiers fought several major actions
resulting in decisive consequences for both sides. For the German Army it resulted in its greatest
victory sincs the Battle of 3edan some 70 years earlier, and for the French it marked the
beginning of the end. The corps enlarged the bridgehead south towsrd Stonne and crossed the
Ardennes Canal in the west, while the French attempted throughout the day to crush Guderian's
briogehesd. Or. this sunny, hot and dry Tuesday, both sides attacked and counterattacked in rapid
succession, but Guderian maintained a clear vision of the General Staffs' Campaign Plan.
Throughout the night German ant1 aircraft units came forward to defend those vital bridges, and at
dawn the 102nd Flak Regiment (reinforced) assembled 81 20mm, S4 3.7 cm, and 36 88mm
Flax guns to protect them. Above Sedan, Allied aircraft struggled the entire day to destroy the

bridges. By nightfall they had suffered hiwavy losses and were incapable of eliminating them. The
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X1Xth Panzer Corps' 1ife 1ine into the bridgehead refnained open.26

The corps systematically squeezed as many armored vehicles and artillery as possible across
the bridge during the night. By early evening, nearly 300 armored vehicles of all types and 8
battalion of 10Smm howitzers passed over the Gaulier bridge, since engineers cleared it for
vehicular traffic at 0200 hours. During the night, the 2nd Panzer Divisioq managed to get one
battalion of infantry across the river, but still was not able to construct a bridge. The divisien
continued in this precarious situation until late in the day. During the night, Guderisn directed
2nd Panzer Division to send one Panzer regiment with some infantry over the Gauiier bridge, to
attempt rolling up the enemy’s flank along the southern bank of t:1e Meuse. Besides its difficulties
at the crussing site, the 2nd Panzer Division also experienced tremendous traffic probiems, still
having units stratched beyond the Semois River. The assault bridge located at Yresse, damaged by
enemy aircraft several times during the past day and a half, trapped units north of the Semois. in

the wake of these continued air attacks, engineers struggled to repair the bridge in order to keep

traffic flowing.27
Guderiar, &s usual, departed his command post at 0630 hours and drove directly to the lead

elements of 1st Panzer Division south of the Bois de 1a Marfee. Concomitantly, air reconnaissance

reported enemy motor i2ed and tank columns heading toward 1st Panzer Division on the Rethel-Le -

Chesne-Chemery road. The French thus confirmed the intelligence estimate of the previous night.
Guderian personally contacted his operations officer at 0850 hours, reporting enemy armor units
heading towards Chemery and Bulson from the south, and directed the immediate dispatch of all

available tanks and anti tank units in that direction. Guderian recognized that a successful French

counterattack meant the Allies could win the campaign.28
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Expending the Bridgehead

First Panzer Division demonstrated its tactical ability as a well trained, superbly led fighting

force on 14 May 1940. The division, subjected to the brunt of the French counterattacks,

‘ -?_f withstood each crisis. General Kirchner, upon receipt of the 0630 hours air reconnaissance
P*f;:' intelligence, ordered 2nd Panzer Regiment straight to Buison. The regiment arrived there at
'::‘ 0700 hours without infentry support, but decided to secure the village anyway. The French
;j:;' attacked shortly thereafter, and the violent engogement lasted until about 1000 hours, when they
r‘ retrealed to Chemery. The 2nd Panzer Regiment lost several armored vehicles {o French tankers
f; during this engagement. Maore importantly, although German tank armaments were inferior to the
E&; French, superior tactics and up-to-date signal equipment gave the Germans a clear advantage.
&E Second Panzer Regiment outmaneuvered the French, struck in their flank, and forced them to

retreat. The Panzer regiment wasted no time and gave chase to Chemery, where it became tangled

. -
. w
4
v

K
y e

with French infantry. Without their own infantry, the German tankers found it difficuit
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combatting infantry, but a company of assault engineers from the 43rd Assualt Engineer Battalion
arrived at 1115 hours and cleared the village. The French counterattacked and nearly regained

Themer's.  ¥hen the situation became desperate ‘or ‘he Sermans, 'he engineers Segan '9 use

E.« weapons more suited to theii- trade in an effort to repell the French tanks. Employing shaped
[t charges, flame throwers, and smoke grenades, the engineers destroyed 10 tanks in the streets of
E; the village. At about 1215 hours the French finally had enough and retreated from the village
F; leaving it under German control. During the fighting, the engineer company commander was
¢ - killed. At 1230 hours elements of the anti tank comparty of “Grossdeutschland” arrived with nine
S cm anti tank guns, to reinforce the units at Chemery.29

: : Lieutenant-Coionel Baick's 1st Infantry Regiment also held off a French counterattack in his
\ sector near Chehery. Without any heavy weapons, Balck watched French tanks supported by low
e 140
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flying aircraft advance to within 30 meters of his position, until two S cm anti tank guns puiled
up. One of the guns took a direct hit while getting into action, the other one was luckier and

engaged enemy tanks until the latter withdrew. Several of the low flying aircraft fell prey to

alert German machine gunners wha had set up their MG 34s on the anti aicraft tripods. While the
battle was in progress a lost field kitchen drove into Balck's pasition, providing the infantrymen
with some badly nesded humor. When the dust of the first engagements settled, a vast number of
French tanks littered the battlefields of Bulson, Chemery, and Chehery. General Kirchner,
recognizing the significance of capturing the Ardennes Canal bridges intact, ordered the Panzer
brigede {0 secure the ones at Malmy and Omicourt immdediately after the French attack. Colonel
Keltsch directed one company of tanks to each bridge. They secured both bridges at 1230 hours
and established small bridgeheads at each site. Capturing these bridges in tact was extremely
critical, because the corps began to experience a shortage of bridging asssts. It is questionable
whether the cerps had enough bridging equipment left to support another two assault bridges.
Then, for the second time in two days, the Luftwaffe attackad a targst with German troops on it.

Stukes accidentally bombed Chemery at 1300 hours, causing a number of casualties, including the

commander nf the st Panzer Brigade.30

In the meantine, elements of the Znd Panzer Division advanced to the Baar Stream near Villers-
sur-Baar, however, French defenders repulsed the first attempt to take the village. French
armor and infantry aiso attempted a counter attack at Malmy, but the German tankers held. At

1430, the commander at the Maimy bridgehead radiced !st Panzer Division's headquariers and

Lar reported that uniess infantry reinforcements arrived soon, he would not be able to maintain his

i position much longer. The division operations officer dispatched the st Motorcycle Battalion and

st Battalion/73rd Fiald Artillery Regiment to support the Malmy bridgehead. As the batiles

raged on throughout the morning and early afternoon, the ammunition columns rearmed the
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tankers twice in their forwerd pesitions. For the first time since 10 May, ammunition

sxpanditura rseched high rates, but French resistance began to soften later in the evening.31
Tenth Panzer Division, using the cover of night of the 13th employed pneumatic boat ferries
and transported 40 anti tank quns into the bridgehesad near Wadelincourt. At daybreak the
infantry began to advance sauth, parsileling the Meuss. They reached Pont-Maugis, Noyers,
Remilly, and Angacourt at noon. Along the edge of the forest near Haraucourt, their sdvance was
checked by French defandars, primarily, because the infantry had no hewvy weapons or tanks for
support. Since the asssult bridge south of Sedan was not completed until 0645 hours, the
infantry had to wait until early afterncen for armor suppart to continue the advance. The
infantry's armored half tracks also moved forwerd, enabling the advance to pick up momenturn.
Tenth Panzer Diwn‘aio:{ advanced on two axes, one on the rosd Angecourt-Haraucourt-Raucourt
toward Flabe, the ather on the open grassy areas between the forest of Haraucourt and the Meuse

River toward Mouzon-Yoncq. By 1600 hours the division broks through ths French defenses at

Haraucourt and captured 40 srtillery pleces32 The division continued south seizing the heights
southwest of Raucourt et Flabe at 1500 hours, finally stopping after reaching the edge of the Bois

des Mont Diey forest at midnight 30

while 10th Psnzer Division conducted its sdvance south toward (e Bessce-Fiabe,

"Grossdeutschiand™ paralleled the division, ssizing Maisoncell-et-¥illars around 1830 hours.

By midnight "Grossdeutschland” linked with 10th Panzer's right flank south of Artaise-1e ¥ivers

[ RS el p¥ el ]

north of the Bois des Mont Dieu. The 43rd assault engineers, the dth Armored Reconnaissanse

Battalion, and the 37th Anti Tank Battalion supported “Grossdeutschland's” right flank throughout

AR
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the day, warding off several attempts by the French to penetrate tha bridgehead south and
southwest of Chemery. Chemery was a vital piece of terrain for XIXth Panzer Corps, because the

east-west road to the Malmy bridge passed through the village. French forces again tried at 1700
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and 1900 hours to braak through at Chemery, but the Germans held firr. The actions of 10th

Panzer Division, "Groasdeutschiand”, and the combat support elements secured the Gorps' left

flank {ses Map ton, p. 157).3¢

The Breakesut

Gensral Guderian, forcing himsslf not to 10se sight of the ultimate objective, bscame concerned in
the early afternoon that his forces, aithough expanding and protecting the bridgehesd, were being
diverted from the corps'main goal. To the XixXth Panzer Corps commander main goal meant
resching the English Channel. From 1330 to 1400 hours, while at the 1st Panzer Division's
command post, Guderian discussed his proposed course of action with General Kirchner and
Lieutenant-Colonel Wenck. Guderian wanted to hear their opinion on his very risky propesition.
He axpected 1st Panzer Division to turn west without delay and, using the rnrossing sites at
Omicourt and Malmy, acvance to Signy-Omont. Infantry Regiment "Grossdeutschiand”, reinforcad
with twa heavy artillery bsttslions, would remain in tha bridgehead and securs the divizion's lert
flank by advancing to Stonne. Second Panzer Division would continue its attempt to sacure a

Crossing at DORCHEry ana, once estaniisnsd, agvance twara rlizs-rannogne. renth =~3nzer

Division would continue south to Flabe-Mouzon, and thus protect the corps’ lert flank 35

The risks of this concept of operations were, st Papzer Division initiating the right turn
immediately while its flanks were not completely secured. Secondly, some of the raging battles
had yet to be sattled. Guderian, however, feit that in order to maintain the initiative, the corps
had to take advantage of the enemy’s confusion and surprise him again by striking while the iron

was still hot. When Guderian looked at Wenck for a reply, the operations officer simply stated,

"The General taught us to hit with a fist and not to feel around with our fingera."36 Guderian,

143

i'\-’v{:."v{- -‘-J“.f'.'r --)‘- -¢-,- -f'".' -‘(-"-"-’J ‘.i
AR S S G G S DA Yy




sonfident in the soldiers and officers of his command, issued the necessary orders at 1400 hours
from his command vehicle. His decision, truly onerational in nature, was indicative of Guderian's

type of leadership. The tremendous risk he undertook was bound to have far reaching

consaquences, regardless of the outcome.37

First infentry Regiment advanced west over Omicourt and Maimy at 1500 hours, and attacked
its first intermediate objective, the key heights north of Vendresss, at 1530 hours. After the 1st
Battalion captured the heights and the town, the Frencli counterattacked with a reinforced tank
battalion. As the short battle came to an end, at 1730 hours, between 30 and 40 enemy tanks
were mired in the swampy iow ground west of Yendresse. The 1st Company/1st Panzer Regiment
and 4th Company/2nd Panzer Regiment also destroyed several French 35 ton tanks and numeraus
ss'f propelled anti tank guns. North of Vendresse, the 2nd and 3rd Infantry Battalions advanced
toward Signy. Third Battalion seized the town at midnight, thus reaching the objective set by
Guder-.an at 1400 hours.38

Second Pancr Division's > (ung cha: - I3ta in u.e afternoon when it finally managed to get
the rermainger of s “fuiliy reJunsnt across the river near Donchery. With air attacks

dwindling in the afternoon, and the assistance of the heavy artillery battalion, the division

neutralized a number of bunkers in its crossing sector. Engineers immediately constructed a 16

ton bridge, while simultanecusly ferrying other light equipment. In the meantime, one of the

,.( i ; | -
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Panzer regiments captured another crossing site over the Ardennes Canal at St. Aignon and drove

o
J . north to link up with the infantry near Pont-a-Baar. Pont-a-Baar was the forth bridge over the
, Ardennes Canal the corps captured through a coup @ mein At 1800 hours the 2nd Panzer
“ Division assembled nearly 100 tanks near Pont-a-Baar, to conduct a coordinated division attack
"i on two axes. One axis advanced over Dom-1e-Mesnil to capture Flize, the other over Hannogne to
i

4 Signy. Supported by artillery and Stukas, the armor heavy fci-ce attacked along the Meuse River,
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completely surprising the French 3rd Battalion/148th Fortress Regiment. Second Panzer
Division struck them in the flank, and rolled up their defenses. The French also experienced a
peculiar probiem in that their bunkers were all oriented toward the north. Since the Germans
attacked from the flank and rear, the bunkers' 2.5 cm anti tank guns were useiess. After reaching
Dom-1a-Mesnil at 2000 hours, the division continued the advance striking the French 102nd
Fortress Division's flank. French resistance crumbled, allowing 2nd Panzer Division to pass
through Fli2e and right on to Boulzicourt. The advancs along the southern axis also made excellent
progress, linking up with the tst Panzer Division at Sapogne just after 2100 hours. Thus, at
2400 hours on 14 May, XIXth Panzer Corps stood on a line Boulzicourt-Signy-Omont (see Map
eleven, p. 168).39

Guder ian cuspended all actions for the night, probably because the divisions were nearly out of
fuel and ammunition. Fuel resupply was not at a critical stage yet, however, the supply officer
for the 2nd Panzer Division complained late in the afternoon that he had no idea where half cf his
fuel columns were located. Supply and fuel columns were not authorized on tactical mar ch routes, |

relegating these vital commodities to secondary roads, trying to locate fuel and ammunition

distribution points. Guderian returned to his command past early in the evening to work out the

next day's operations with his chief of staff. He pianred to continue westward to Wasigny-Rethel,
E:"::: lesving 10th Panzer Division, reinforced with "Grossdeutschiand”, protecting the bridgehead's
%:; southern flank until relieved by infantry units fromi2th Army. VYon Kleist agreed with
'?:‘ Guderian's aims duringa 1830 hour radio conversation, but changed his mind at 2230 hours.40

EEEE General von Kleist, concerned about the threat from the south wanted XIXth Panzer Corps to
*:;: suspend movements westward until the bridgehead could be strengthened by follow on infantry.
.,- Guderian, however, immediately opposed his commander and accused him of giving away the

German victory to the French. Based on the latest intelligence reports, Guderian considered the
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flank threat minimal, and reminded von Kleist of the operational goal. Rather abrasive, Guderian
suggusted the Panzer Group misused uncommitted divisions by not empioying them in the battle. ;
Guder fan further proposed the Panzer Group should have thase uncommitted divisions following j
XIXth Panzer Corps, providing more depth and flank security. He felt that by striking deep
smmediately, Allled counteroffensive plans would be spoiled and thus provide an additional
measure of security. After a8 30 minute conversation, von Kleist agreed with Guderian and allowed
the advance to Wasigny-Rethel. At 2315 hours von Klaist called Nehring to impress upon him

OKH's disapproval of the continued advance westward, howsver, at 0045 hours on 15 May the

Panzer Group sent a telstype message confirming the day's objectives.41

The Panzer Group's operations order contained the previously outlined missions, but reﬁected
needed task organization changes. Tenth Panzer Division and Infantry Regiment
“Grossdeutschland” would be detached from XIXth Panzer Corps to XIVth Motorized Corps. XIXth
Panzer Corps recaived the 2nd Infantry Division (mot) in return. The new command relationship
would not take effect until noon on 1S May, when Guderfan would also turn over responsibility of

the bridgehead to XIVth Motorized Corps. In the meentime he ordered 10th Panzer Division to

advance to the 1ine Ardennes Canal-Meusa River south of Villemontry.42
XIXth Penzer Corps engaged five and one-half French divisions throughout May 14. The
gnemy's counterattacks failed, resulting in the capturs of over 3000 prisoners of war, nearly

100 armored vehicles, numerous artillery pieces, and aircraft. Guderian's divisions proved

. themselves, breaking through the extended Maginot Line and opening the path to the English

0 Channel. What many officers considered impossible, XIXth Panzer Corps achieved in 32 hours.

«
1 3

The price was not cheap. Since several units were considerably reduced in strength and many of

Al

-

the leaders wers either wounded or dead. The Meuse crossing operation, on the tactical level, was

a major victory, however, in the overall concept of Halder's Campaign Plan it would only be
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decisive if it resulied in a pursuit to the Channsl. Guderian, a true operational thinker, one of a
select group of officers with the ability to focus beyond the tactical level during battle, never lost
sight of Sedan as strictly a means to the greater end. It was also & doctrinal victory for the
German Army. Outnumbered and outgunned at several engagements, the Germans executed their
mobile warfare doctrine and cutmaneuvered and defealed their enemy. The slow methodical
manner in which the French advanced, lacking basic tactical maneuver during the armor
engagements, and repeatedly attacking the Germans frontally rather than in the flanks proved

fatal. On numerous French counterattacks, German forces spoiled their plans by striking in the

flank while they were preparing to attack 43

The remarkable achisvements by Guderian's Panzer Divis.ions have a tendency to cast a shadow
on some rather obvious problems in Cerman doctrine. Balck's overextended position on the
morning of the 14th could have cost the Germans the battle. Sincs the Panzer divisions did not
normally task organize, with the exception of the advanced quards and forward detachments, the
mechanized and tank forces remained pure. Thus Balck's infuntry regiment had to advancs without
any tank support or heavy artillery. German doctrine called for keeping the Panzer brigade
intact, so that it was always available for the decisive blow. Had the French counterattacked an
hour earlier, the situation at end of the day may have looked somewhat different. The Germans

learned quickly from this lesson and formed Aamp/aryoven (battle groups) after Sedan, task

organizing infantry and armor.44

For the first time since the offensive began XIXth Panzer Corps required a massive resupply
gffort to sustain its forces in battle. As discussed sarlier, ammunition and fusl were brought
forward several times during the day. From all indications though, the logistics system
functioned properly. On a larger scale, Panzer Group von Kleist requested Army Group A to

establish a forward fuel and supply depot at Charleville because the 1ines of communication were
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badly stretched. The Army Group agreed, and designated forces to begin the movement of suppiies

and fuel trains on 1S May. The Panzer Group alse informed Army Group A to raise the

ammunition priorities to the same level &s fusl, reflecting the increased expenditure rates.45
OKHs intelligence experts busily analyzed reconnaissance reports on 14 May in an sffort to
determine whether the French were repesitioning reserve forces, which would indicate a counter
offensive. Foreign Armies West reported no significant enemy movements toward Rethel or the
bridgehead. This meant that, although resisting fiercely, French forces opposing the bridgehesd
would not be reinforced. For the fifth day in a row the French failed to pull reserves from the
Maginot sector. The intelligence officers did identify a new infantry division, the S3rd, and
several independent armored battalions during the tank hattles. What amazed the intelligence
analysts at OKH was the apparent paralysis of the French General Staff in not sending large
reserves against the Sedan bridgehesd. Five days passed and the French attempted no major
counter offensive. All indications led to the conclusion that the French could not aiter the
situation on the 15th. A movement of French reserves toward the breakthrough would take

several days. Foreign Armies West's original analysis of French resctions end intentions

remained unchanged.46

Victory in Sight

The breakthrough operation on 1S May developed in a classic manner and set the stage for the
pursuit to the Channel. As a result the bridgehead was enlarged to a depth of 25 kilomseters and a
width of SO kilometers. West of the Ardennes Canal, XIXth Panzer Corps operated with 1st and
2nd Panzer Divisions, advancing to Poix-Terron-La Bascule-La Horgne-Bouvellemont before

midnight, and to Montcarne by early morning the following day. French resistance, as predicted,
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remained fierce, and at La Horgne the Spahi Brigade4? put up an exceptionally valiant struggie
hindering the German advance for several hours. The Spahis established a thorough dafansive
system around La Horgne, depriving Balck's infantry regiment of an essy victory. Several
attempts by the 3rd Battalion to roll up the enemy frontal. iled. La Horgne hed thick woods
bordering it to the north and flat opan tarrain in the south. Baick ordared the 2nd Battslion to
maneuver through the denss forest in an effort to sutflank the Spahis. He decided to accompany
2nd Battsiion, and while making their way through the jungle like, dense underbrush, they
surprised the regimental staff of the 2nd Spahi Regiment. After saveral minutes of hand to hand
combat, the Spahi commander was killed and tha ramaindar of tha atarf surrandared. Once on the
far side of the forest, Balck dacided to attack La Horgne again, oniy this tima amploying a combined
frontal and flank sssault. The casuaities in this engagement were indicativa of the intensity of the
battle and Spahis’ resolve not to give up sasily. Twenty-seven Spahi officers were killed, another

seven wounded, and with them died 610 brave soldiers, The Spahi Brigads ceased to exist, and 1st

I nfantry Regiment conti nued its advance toward Bouvellemont.48

The Panzer Brigade advanced south of 1st Infantry Regiment and had bsen stopped for hours at
S Chagny, located southeast of Bouvellemont. The defenders there also refused to yieid, grinding 13t
Panzer Brigade's advance to a standstill. Baick's regiment reached a amall hilly area northesst of
Bouveliemont as twilight fell upon the battlefield. First Infantry Regiment's soldiers were

complately axhauated and unabie to Qo any furthar, becausa the day had besr axtremaly hat and

(‘:5 combat fatigue was making the men weary. The soldiers were without food all day, since rations
}L..: could not be braught forward and what little water they carried was consuried hours age. To make
%: matters worse, they wera nearly out of ammunition. Casualties aithough minor at each separste
bl angagement aver the past few days, began to add up. Balck knew of the tanker's predicament at

e .
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Chagny, and recognized the importance of Bouvellemont. If he captured Bouvellemont, the Franch
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;':' at Chegny would be cut off. Realizing what was at staks, Balck gathered his commanders and ‘ssued
:_. the necessary orders for the attack. For the first time the officers axpressed reservation about |
'~::: attacking an objective in light of the soldier's condition, and pleaded for a night's rest. Baick |
;;_‘ rofused to accept their arguements, however, found himself in a sarious 1eadership dilemma since
: no one moved to implement his orders. Raised in the old tradition, unable to take no for an
A‘ 3 answer, and realizing that all the orders in the world would not motivate his officers and men {0
v atiack, Baick simply stood up and proclaimed that, “If you do not want to, then | wili take the
;5::' village myself"49, and began walking toward Bouvellemont. The French 15th Mechanizsd Infantry
:3,." Regiment defendad the town and had been engaging the Germans with sporadic machine gun fire.
f _;_ Balck waiked no further than 100 meters when the officers and men, realizing the seriousness of
hs their commander's proclamation, jumpad ttp and joined him. The artillery battalion already in
. position provided fire support. The French fought ferociously, requiring Balck's men to capture
) J. the village house by houss. Once secursd, the defendars were annihilated and eight tanks captured.
§ Lieutenant-Colonel Balck received the Knights Cross for his actions on 15 May 1940. At Chagny,
the French probably recognized the hopelessness of their situation, and retreeted under the cover
of darkness. Their retreat signaled the collapsa of the last organized resistance by French forces
in the breakout seclor. Second Panzer Division captured Poix-Terron and La Bascule earlier in
' the day, hoping to link up with elements of the XLIst Panzer Corps advancing from Charleville-
3-:: Mezieres. Throughout the night of 15 to 16 May, both Panzer divisions reorganized, resupplied,
hg and continued the advance which rapidly developed into a pursuit (see Map twelve, p. 159).46
j During the night Panzer Croup von Kleist received orders from OKH to suspend all westward
-\. movements. OKH worried that the Panzer Group, penstrating too deep behind the ensmy's rear
\ ¥ may be cut off and defeated in detail. They wanted to wait for 12th and 16th Armies' infantry to
3‘,‘: sffectively strengthen the bridgehead and protect the southern flank befors commencing west.
o
\
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Guderian and Reinhardt promptly protssted to von Kleist. XIXth Panzer Corps' commander went 30
far as to threatan disobediance in face of any restraint order. Guderian repeatediy axpisired his
concept, first to Zeitzlar, then te von Kizist, emphasisng the importance of continued pressurs on
the French. Only a pursuit, Guderian argued, would deny the Allies time to rest, regroup, or
counterattack. Furthermors, he underscored the Panzer Group's freedom of action, which would
be threatened if it wera intangled in an infantry battle. General von Kleist successfully srgued the
Panzer Group's cass with OKH, and in view of the strong protests by the corps’ and group
commanders, Halder aqgreed to retract the order. ‘With this decision von Klaist anded o

particularily good day, since Colonel Schmundt, Hitler's Wehrmacht adjutant, delivered the

Fushrer's parsonal greetings with the Knights Cross during the aftsrnoon S!

Guderian spurred on his division commanders throughout the night, driving first to the
headquarters of the 2nd Panzer Division, followed by a visit to the 1st Panzer Division. Later, to
the amazement of his tankers, he passed elements of the ist Panzer Division an their way to
Montcornet, where he met with the commander of the 6th Panzer Division, of Reinhardt's XLlat
Panzer Corps. The link up at Montcornet established a two corps front for the Panzsr Group.
Guderian and 6th Panzer Division's commander coordinated the boundaries established in the
Panzer Group order and commanced the pursuit to the Channel cpaat. Enemy actions on 15 May
demonstrated just how decisive the victory at the Meuse had besn. As the Panzer columns

advanced westward unhindered, they passed streams of retreating Franch soldiers. Not organized ‘

;,'.;}-Z; to handie Prisoners of War (POW), the German tankers simply dissrmed them, piled their
'{;‘E: weapons slong the side of the road, drave nver the weapons, and directed the French to the nearest
:E FOW collection center. The Panzer Group reached Abbevilla on 13 May and the mauth of the
"Eﬁ Somme River the following day. General Halder's Campaign Plan untolded as scheduied and the

Allied armias were cut in half. Confidsnce levels at OKH, aftar the successful Meuse crossings and
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the breakout, were summed up by Halder when he confided in Colone! Wagner on |8 May that he
felt like the Dlua forcey leader in & war game, fully cognizant of the red team's actions in
advance 52
Logistics burdoned the forces in the bridgehsad and breakout sectors on |5 May, becsuse ground

transportation columns could not get to combat units. The Luftwaffe flew several resupply

missions dropping both fuel and ammunition into forward lines, Taxed to its meximum
capabilities, the Luftwaffe requested Army Group A to remind its units thet asrial resuppiy
missions should only be called for in emergencies. Traffic problams prebably were the main

cause for transportation units failing to resupply combat units with ammunttion and fusi.

infantry armies hastened to reinforce the bridgshead and the flanks of the breakthrough biocked
81l roeds into the Sedan sector. A very limited rosd network between the Semecis snd the Meuse
campounded the Panzer Group's prablems, becauss both supplies and combat units needed to cross
the bridges at the same time. Yon Kleist becams s0 infuriated that he contacted von Rundstagt's

headquarters, demanding that a responsible officer be flown to the crossing sites to reestablish
control. Traffic problems, although annoying, did not hinder forward combat units from

accomplishing their missions S2

On the morning of |6 May, Geners! Guderisn was ei~ted. His YIXth Panzar Corps acnisved in
six days what the German Army of 1914 could not accomplish in four years. As fer as he was
concerned, a westward drive to the Channel was all that remained to defeat France and her Allies.

Hitler querried Guderian during a brieving on 14 February 1940 about his intentions, should a

river crossing and a breakthrough at Sedan succeed. Guderian then simply replied, “! intent an
the next day to continue my advance westwards. The sypreme leadership must decide swhether my

objective is to be Amiens or Paris. |n my opinion the correct course is to drive past Amier.s to the

English Channel "S54 (On the morning of 1o May 1940, XIXth Panzer Corps had successfully
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accomplished what Guderisn predicted 30 days sarlier.
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Map Seven

161S hours, |3 May 1940
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Map Eight
1900 hours, 13 May 1940
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Map Nine
2400 hours, 13 May 1940
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Map Ten
14 May 1940 (Bridgehead action)
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Map Eleven
14 May 1940, The Breskout

: U‘Kaullior

r
-

P AP R GV RV 30 2P 3

g l,)/ /A,

yisoncelle

! ':-l‘\i'-'
QQ:; - .
P @ N
ELET L RS DA

.......
o

gc
LY

A\
L

1 Y
19

[N
Lt n’ M ‘ \ ”, '(‘. $
"tr._:ﬁ."m“\n."mm.. A_(‘A_A\\;ﬂ\‘}\\r . L\\\"u x\ }\ ;\:'-}‘.. o




b“\.r

@
LV

Pk

I Sk  §

N
PSR
—A'-‘

@
’

i
£
e M-

k™

THITES WL T T PR T 1T R AT RN R R AT R

>
B Tt

''''''

ARG ATTATRARA K

Map Twelve
1S to 16 May 1940
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END NOTES
CHAPTER FIVE

1Guderian, Aearer Loader, p. 80

2Gruppe von Kleist, Abt. la/op. Gruppen-Gef.Std. Ebly, den 12.5.40., 23.30 Uhr, Betr:
Gruppenbefshl Nr. 3 fuer den Angriff usber die Maes am 13. 5. 40,

3¥on Stutterheim executed the plan he coordinated with Gudsrian sincs the available time was
too short to incorporate the group’s changes. He filled the skies above Sedan filled with up to 20
aircraft, continuously, throughout the day. Only at 1500 hours did von Stutterheim attack en
masse with 900 to 1000 asircraft, shifting to targets in depth after 1600 hours. Guderian
complained the entire dey about the faulty air bombardment, however, was rather satisfied when
he found out through Nehring later in the evening that the air bombardment had been executed as
previously coordinated. XIX. A K. KTB 13.5. 40.

41bid.

Swend von Wistersheim was born in Neuland/Loswenberg on & April 19G0. He joined the
army in 1918 and entered the 4th Hussar Regiment in 1919, After the imposition uf the
Yersailles Treaty and the reduction to a 100, 000 man army, von Wietarsheim was sllowed to
remain in the Reichsheer. (n 1938, he served as aide-de-camp to the 3rg Panzer Division
commander, remaining in that position until he assumed command of the 13t Motorcycle Batialion.
From 1941 to 1943 he commanded the 113th Panzer Grensdier Regiment, and in August of 1943
took command of the 11th Panzer Division. Yon Wietsrsheim's schieved the rank of Major-
General in July 1344, He was a highly decorated officer, earning the German Cross in Gold and
the Knights Cross with osk lasves and swords. Aftar the war von Wiatershaim sattled in Bad
Godesberg. Keilig, Ras Aeer, p. 364.

6Walther Wenck was born in Wittenberg on 18 September 1900, He began his military
caresr by entering Freikorps von Oven in 1919. In the Reichsheer Wenck served in the 9th
infantry Regiment. In April 1939 he became the Operations Officer of the 1st Panzer Division.
From February to September of 1942 he taught at the Kriegs Akademie (German War Acsdamy).
Other duties during World War |l included: Chief of Staff, S7th Panzer Corps in September
1942, Chief of Staff, 3rd Rumanian Army in November 1942, Chief of Staff, Army Hollidt (later
6th Army) in December 1942, Chief of Staff, 1st Panzer Army in March 1943, Chief of Staff,
Army Group Southern Ukraine in March 1944, Chief, Operations Section in the Army General
Staff (OKH) and acting Chief of Staff of OKH at the Fuehrer Hesdquarters from July 1944 to
February 1945, From April 194S to the end of the war he commanded the {Z2th &rmy. Wenck
achieved the rank of General of Panzer Troops in April 1945, He settled at Bochum after the war,
and died at the age of 81 on | May 1982, Keilig, sp¢r?, p. 361.

TStoves, Qre /. Fanzer Oivision, p. B9; also, the change in sttack time for the Luftwarffe was
made late in the evening at Panzer Group von Kleit's headquarters. XXII. A. K. {Gruppe von
Kieist) KTB 13.5. 40.
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8XIX.A. K. KTB 13.5. 40.

bid., Stoves, secrt, pp. 89-90; Schmidt, Aegrmenispeschichls des Panzer Artillerts
Kegiments 73, p. 33; and Balck, Grdnung im Choes, pp. 269-270.

10Dach, Saacer durchdrechen sine Armessiellung, Nr. 5, p. 48; and XI¥. A. K. KTB 13.5.
40, also Horne, 72 Lase A Betile, pp. 304-309.

11ARKO referred to 777/lerisiommendeur {artillery commander). In the csas of AL 10/
he was the corps artillery commander with a staff to coordinate the corps' fire support.

12XIX.A. K. KTB 13.5.40; Dac, APaner durchorechencine Armeesiteliung, Nr. 2, p. 16;
and Stoves, op¢rt, p. 90.

13Dach, opcit, p. 77; Stoves, apert, p. 53; and XIX. A. K. KTB 13.5 40
141bid., Balck, opcst, pp. 269-270; and Dach, oz cit, p. 77.

I15XIX.A. K. KTB 13.5. 40; and Baick, op¢r?, pp. 270-271; and Stoves, a2¢7¢, pp. 88
and 94.

161bid; Stoves, opeve, p. 88,
I7TXIX.A K. KTB 13,5, 40.
181bid.

190nly selected elenents of the 2nd Panzer Division reached the Meuse in time to conduct the
river crossing. It was not until late in the night that the entire division closed in the viginity of
Donchery. XIX.A. K. KTB 13.5. 40.

20Dach, o cr?, pp. 78-79.
211bid., pp. 79-80.

22The XIXth Panzer Corps only identified elements of a Fortrese brigade, the 2nd, 3rd, and
Sth Cavairy Divisions, and the SS5th Infantry Division in its sector. Liss, #asirfronr /5354
pp. 162-163; ami XIX. A, K. KTB 13.5. 40.

23Generalkommando XIX.A. K., Abteilung la, Korpsgefechtatand Waid bei La Chapelle, den
13.5. 40., Betr. Korpsbefehl Nr. 4.

24Generalkommando XIX. A. K. Abteilung ia. Korpsgefechtsstand, Wald bai La Chapells, den
13.5. 40; and X1X.A. K. KTB 13.5. 40,

25Dach, 9o ¢st, p. 49and 54; and Horne, 72 Lase s Sattle France ' 940, pp. 288-292.
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26The Germans reported 53 Franch and 47 British sircraft shot down and another 65
severely damaged. Of the 100 aircraft shot down over the Sedan area, S6 succumbed to the Flak
qunners and 44 to Ms 109's. Thess losses presented 22 percent of the remaining Allied air
forces. Another 15 percent wers severely damaged and 8 percent lightly damaged. German forces
had 90 Me 109's at their disposal for fighter protectian. Dach, oo <2, Nr. 2, p. 84 and Dsch,
oo cit, Nr. 5, p. 56; Horne claims the losses were probably closer to 90, Horne, o2 ¢/t., p.
334,

27XIX.A. K. KTB 14.5. 40,
231 bid.

29\bid; Dach, o ¢rt, p. 84; Stoves, op c7t, pp. 97-98; F. W. von Mellenthin, Fearer
Battles A Study of the Employment of drmor in the Second World wer, transiated by H. Betzler,
{Norman: University of Okishoms Press, 1956), p. 1S; read see chapter 14, To Lose a Battle,
Horne, opcit, pp. 319-346,

30Dach, oo crt, p. 84; Balck, op ¢t pp. 272-273; Stoves, operl, pp. 97-99; also, in
Balck's book, Ordnung im Chacs, Chehery and Chemery are interchanged. It remains especially
difficult to reconstruct the exect course of these engagements. Colonel Keltsch wes wounded
seriously. Colonel Johannes Nedtwig, commeander of the 1st Panzer Regiment replaced Kaltsch,
Differant authors provide various figurys on the number of destroyed French tanks. Dach amd
Baick claim at 12ast 70, while von Mellsuthin only reports SO destroyed. Suffice it to say, the
French suffered significant 10sses 1n tanks on the 14th.

31Mark |1l Panzers carried 99 rounds of 3.7 ¢m main gun, and 2000 rounds of machine gun
ammunition. Mark |¥'s carried 87 rounds of 7.5 cm main gun, and 3150 rounds of machine gun
ammumtion. Armin Hall, Faacer /iiustrierte Geschicate der Kempfvsgen (Herrsching: Yerlag
Manfred Pawlak, 1971), pp. 83and 84; XIX. A. K. KTB 14. 5, 40, Dach, apert, Nr. 2, pp.
84-35; and Schmidt, a2 crr, pp. 33-34.

S&Thirty artillery pieces were of { S5 mm caiiber and 1U were iUS im. Dacn, oo o, p.
86.

Lan" o o
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33XIX. &. K. KTB 14.5. 40; Dach, ap¢it, p. 86; and Stoves, ap ¢/, p. 100.

34XIX. A. K. KTB 14, 5 40; and Stoves, o2 ¢/f, p. 100. One troop of the Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion attempted to penetrate the northern edge of the Bois du Mont Dieu at
about 1800 hours, but was repulsed by the French defenders in the woodline.
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33XIX. A. K. KTB 14. 5 40; Stoves, oz o7, p. 100; and Strauss, Gaschichle der 2
("Wiener,) Fanzer Drvision, p. 46.

I6Hit with a fist insteac of feeling around with your fingers (Klotzen, nicht Kleckern), was a
phrase Guderian used when explaining armored tactics and doctrine. His aim was to imprass the
idea of one main thrust and not to piecemeal forces at several places, accomplishing nothing,
Stoves, oz ¢r?, p. 102
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STXIX. A. K. KTB 14.5. 40; Guderian, Aanter Leacer, p. 83.
Z8Stoves, apcil, p. 101.

39XIX. A.K. KTB 14.5. 40; Dach, oo ¢it, p. 86; Balck, o2 ort, p. 274; and Stoves, oz
¢t p. 100,

40%1X. A. K. KTB 14.5. 40, and XXI1. A. K. {Gruppe von Kleist) KTB 14. 5. 40.

41The noncommitted divisions Gudsrian referred to, were the Sth Panzer Division and the Znd
Infantry Division (mot). XIX. A, X, KTB 14.5. 40; and XX!1.A. K. KTB 14,5, 40.

42Gruppe von Kleist Abt. la/op., Gruppen-Gef.Std. Bellavaux, den 14. 5. 40., 23.15 Uhr,
Betr: Gruppenbefehl Nr. S fuer den 15. 5. 40., XIX.A. K. KTB 14.5. 40.

43actually only one and one-half divisions of the corps were repelling the counterattacks at
anyone time. Neither 2nd nor 10th Panzer Divisions wers involved in the main tank battlesof 14
May. Heeresgruppe A, ArbietsgebietQul 14.5. 40,

44¥Yyn Mellenthin, ap ¢/t p. 16.

43XI1X. A. K. KTB 14, 5. 40; for a thorough study on french doctrine read Robert Allan
Doughty's 7Ae Seeds of Disaster The Cevelovment of Fremhdrmy Joctrine |8 3= 1939,

4643, 02 ort, p. 165,

47The Spahi Brigade was an Algerian native cavalry unit serving in the French Army,

48%XI1. A. K. (Gruppe von Kleist) KTB 15.5.40; XIX.A. K. KTB 15.5. 40; Balck, Orghung
imEhons, p. 276; and Stoves, Jfe /. Fanzer Drwiston, p. 104,

49Balck, operl, p. 277.

SOvyhen Guderian visited 1st |nfantry Regiment on the mormng of 16 sy, Balck told him of
the episode during the night. Balck expiained that his men were so exhausted and fatigued from
combat that orders became meamnglass. He realized that the only way to get them to attack was
for him to walk toward the objeciive. Balck went on to sxpiain that he feit confident no Garman
soldier would allow an officer to walk into certain death alone. Balck, oz e, p. 106; XXIl.A. K.
(Gruppe von Kleist} KTB 15. 5. 40; XiX. A K. KTB 15 5. 40: Guderian, Qencer {easer, pp
85-36; and Stoves, sz ¢77. p. 106; and Strauss, Seschrchie der 2. (Weener.) Panzer Division,
. 47.

S1AXII. A. K. (Gruppe von Kleist) KTB 15. 5. 40; %IX. A. K. KTB 15.5. 40; and von
Msllenthin, g2 ¢7?, p. 186,

¢

3‘ Saweqner, ler Gensral-Quertiermeister, p. 171; and Gruppe von Klewst Abt. fasop.,
e 163
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Gruppen-Gef. Std. Bellevaux, den i4. 5. 40., 23.15 Uhr, Betr: Gruppenbetehl Nr. 3 {uer 'en
15. 5. 40.

33¥X1i. A. K. (Gruppe von Klsist) KTB 15. 5. 40; XIX. A K. KTB 15.S5 40; and
Heeresgruppe A, Arbeitsgebiet Qui, 15. S, 40.

S4Guderian, op ¢rt., pp. 70-71; At the Berlin meeting on 14 February 1940, Genersl
Busch, commander of the 16th Army expressed a 1ack of confidencs in Gucet1an’s pan to cross the
Meuse, to which Guderian hotly replied that it was not Busch's mission and not ta worry about it
inany case. During the night of 13 to 14 May, Guderian sent & telctyps message to 1nform Busch
of the auccessful river crossing. Guderian, op ¢/t p. B2,
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CHAPTER SIX
CONCLUSION

Viel leislen, vonig erverireies, medr 30in als scheinen, muss 3ick jeder
SeneralsisdselYizier zum Weldspraca sebmen. "

Feldmarsciall Graf Schileffon 1. 4 1903

XI%th Panzar Corps' success during the first five days of the Battle of Francs can not be
attributed to any one single factor or event, but rather to a combimetion of planning end treining
exacuted under the guidance of the Germen Army General Staff. The roots of the opsration emerged
in the latter part of September 1939 when Hitler confronted the service chiefs with his decision
to attack France. A reluctant Army General Stuff, 1od by General Franz Helder, attempted for two
months to dissuade the Fushrer from this venture, because the officers feit it was not in the best
interest of the German Army, nor the Ger man netion to attack France, ‘When, however, Hitlar left
them no aiternative, they conceded and plan~ua “Fall Gelb“, establishing a clear goal of defeating
France. The officers on the Gensral Staff and thase occupying Command i Ganeral Staff pesitions
within the Field Army were the driving forcs in the success of the May | 940 offensive. Who then
wore these men?

Every key position on the Ganeral Staff and in the Field Arniy waes occupied by officers from

the original 4000 officer Reichahesr cadre.! The crestors of the Reichawehr treined its officers
in the tredition of von Schifeffen and von Moltke. Captsin Truman Smith, the American Military
Attache in Berlin and an analyst of Reichewehr and Wehrmacht conditions noted in 1936, “that the

Reichswahr officer corps wes, in the opinion of all competent foreign observers, the most highly

"
Q.\:. trained, efficient, and forward 1oaking officer corps in the world."2 They were officers rooted and
>
:’-‘; educated in the traditions of the old impsrial army, living for the day when Germany would again
R
S be a major power. In many respects, they lived in the past and the future, but not in the |
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present 3

The Yer:ailles Treaty reduced Garmany's officsr corps to 4000 active Army officers. With
a paol of tan times 83 many to chose from, the creator of the new post war army, General Hans von
Seeckt, retained anly the very best The limitations of the treaty forced von Seeckt to stress
quality and parformancs in the officsr corps. These virtues in turn attracted men yearning for
siitism_tradition, and the idealism of the military profession. The requirements of the Jdstur
further narruwed the sclection and sssured that only men with 8 good geveral educational
backgrounu wouid jein the ¢fficsr ranks. In its training, however, the Reichswehr stressed
schanical ¢nd tactical proficlancy rather than gensralities. Yon Seeckt introduced an Officer
Eval uation Repurt (OER) systom that sarved to identify wsak officers and those with potential for

advancsment. Promotions arvl dismissals were handed out a results of this OER system?,
Cumpetition in tie small officer corpa was therefore extremely intense, sincs only one bad QER
syreiy meant dismizsel from tne army. Besides technical and tactical qualities, another even
me: 5 important component of the GER wss the officars’ cnaracter evaluetion. Officers rsised

<nder von Sesckt’s system quickly 1serned to conform because "everything from curfew violations

f,;: to substandard performance in the field” S fal\ undsr the catagory of character failuras. Officars

' incapabls of mesting the exxpecistions of the new army found themscives withaut a profession,.

| x their vacancy quickly filled, since equally qualified ex-officers viere waiting for the chance to
:i prove their qualities. In such a flerce competitive atmosphere only the cream of the crop
. survived, thue producing o military culture feeding on “efficiency mania.” It was (his selected

e

L

t.:;‘ corp3 of officers that planned, trained, and led the Garran Army of 1939 and 19406

>

- The Genoral Staff's sfforts after Septamber 1939 ravoived sround two major issues

l-.

§' simultanesusly, the Deployment Plan for France and army reforms ss a result of the recently

:}f'il compieted Poliah Campaign. The ai my's campaign {n Poland reveslid problems that most armies
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sxperience when they anter the fleld of battle after an extended period of psace. The most critical
of these deficiancies were faulty junior lsadership and improper divisional tables of organization,
More importantly was the ability and the willingness within the officsr corps to identify specific

problems and to initiste proper action to smeliorats them.? One would heve expected very little
critiziam after the army’s impressive victory in Poland, however, this is another example of the
officer corps trained in the "sfficiency oriented™ Reichshesr of the Weimar Republic. As a result
both problems received the necessary sttention, the resulting solutions being instrumental in the

army’s success in Francs, but particularily in XiXth Panzer Corps’ advancs across the Meuse.d
Junior leaders raised under the new Netional Socislist regime were full of faith and

idealism, but lacked training and experience. Yon Brauchitsch recognized this deficiency snd
slectad junior 1sadership a3 his number one priority over the wintar-spring period of '39-'40.
Two wesk courses were estsblished to train young officers and noncommissioned officars on the
fundamentals of leadership, tactics, and the caring for their soldiers. These coursss wers vital o
solidifying the tactical beckbone of the Army. Concomitantly, bsttelion and regimental
commanders trained to lesd battalions and regiments. Schools disseminated a common doctrine and

fostsred an offensive spirit. Sanior commanders, like Genc;al von Bock, desired more aggressive

:‘:_Zf leadership, however, were in no way advocating & blind interpretation of orders that would lsaa to
«

Ej the “attack-mania” exp2-ienced in the officer corps of the late 19th centuryd Training exercises

E;i conducted from bettelion to divisionel levels emphesized officer and NCOs employing initietive

£

8

within the constraints of the commanders' aim. Commanders, in their orders, using verbal and

written statements of intent, provided subordinates with the opsrationsl concept and an idea of the

KXY -

E:j big picture. The training period served two purposes. Commanders educated and trained
': subordinates on what we labsl surfragelestré today, and secondly to familisrize units with the
:E new TOKEs and weapons systama. Thus, by May 1940, they had a relatively good idee of the
]
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limitations of the new equipment, but also enjoysd an opportunity to train their soldiers to
overcome those deficiencies. Additionally, commanders could reiy on subordinates to comprehend
the scope of an order, especialiy in the midst of & battle. The senior officar knew that his
subordinate understood the mission and, eware of his subordinetes’ strengths and weaknesses, had
an approximate idea of how his directives would be exacuted.

Initially planned as & long range project after the Polish Campaign, the reorganization of
light divisions into Panzer divisions hed to be exscuted at a much faster pace because of Hitler's
insistance on an early offansive in the West. The end result provided the army with ten Panzer

- and three motorized divisions for "Fall Gelb". It wes not the ideal structure, since it incorporated
‘ numerous sxpediants, however, provided the largest mechanized striks force the world had yet
-

The German General Staff slways planned with a claar perception of main sffort. Hitler,

though, wrestled with von Brauchitsch and Halder continuously, beginning in Cctober 1939,
introducing almost daily changes in an attempt to force his will on military operations. General
Halder, however, shielded his officers from these daily snnoyances, to allow his staff to conduct
the necsssary theoretical, opsrations! and .strategic planning, and war gaming required to

iormuiate a campaign plan. .t-was in ¢ssence the Generai Starf, {hose traineg orficers operating

under the tuteleqs of Halder, who finally refined the opéraﬂoml pian execuied on 10 May 1940,

v
P
PL St T

éﬂ" Sincs its creation, the Prussa-German Gansral Staff slways snjoyed reiative independencs ‘
t:: in its internal affairs. Throughout the winter and spring period of 1939-1940, the Gensral Staf” 1
'j continued to function under the illusion that nothing had changed in the relationship between the

Eué political and military leadership. It wes, however, during this period that the riff between these

E: two institutions widsned significantly. Hitler's mesting with von Brauchitsch on S Novenber

’ 1939, followed by the public denunciation of him during the sssambly of the ssnior Wehrmacht
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commanders on 20 November 1939 must be viewed as a significant turning point betwesn Hitlar
and the army, Ganeral Halder, however, adhered to the old rules of Ganeral Staff independence and
provided his staff with the time and freedom to develop a campaign pian based on solid intelligence
and tested for {ts fessibility. Halder disssmineted his intentions to fiald commanders, ensured
complete understanding of the concept, and linked air and land combat eloments into a highly
mobile and flexible combet experienced force. He designated a Panzer Group as mein effort ard

assumed a calculated risk by launching it agei nat the weakest sector on the Allied 11ne.10

The most important aspect of this plan, however, was its 1ink to the Field Army through a
thorough vundnrstandinq of the operational goals. The doctrinal concept of 1eaders leading from the
front further enhanced the plan's chances for success, becauss 1eaders were in a position to take
full advantege of unforseen opportunities, rather than relying on subjective and garbled reports
from the front. The Army, during its developmental steges, recognized the need for
communication in its doctrine of mobile warfars and provided communders at all Tevels with the
necessary means to accomplish their tesks. Thus, commande~+ were free to command by
positioning themselves at the perceived critical point. The chief of staff, as the commanders

deputy and technical expert, guided the staff through its routine of running the organization.

t'-:—_ Commanders and chiefs of staff were a very cioss knit team, since the chief of staff, somstimes
.',, able to focus on & much brosder scale than the commander, had the prerogative of issuing orders
.,J contrary to the commander.1t It {s not by mistake that the ralationship between a commander and
%2 his chief of staff was Tabeled & marriage.

f;? During the offensive operations, adherencs to fundamental rules, doctrinal concepts, and &
_:3: solid plan significantly contributed to the G;arman Arnay's success, The command and control
?f»:: structure, well in hand, anabled OKH to control its armiss in a taut manner, rather than allowing
5‘3 them to operata on loose reigns ss was the csse in 1914. Actions at operational and tactical levels
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resulted from commarders clearly understanding von Brauchitsch's intent. The Army Genersl
Stuff profited from the 1essons of the initial phasss of the westsrn campaign in World War | whers
commanders, unawars of changes to the operational concept bacause of & lack of communications,
conducted {solated tactical actions that spoiled the Campaign Plan. This campaign is probably the
188t opportunity to study the Garman Army's General Steff as an indenendent instrument, snjoying
relatively little interference from Hiltler. Wilhelm Weiss, chief editor of Qer Faelkische

Bevdechier,'2 noted in Ms 1941 book 7r7umph der Xriegstunst that "the calm atmesphers in

which the officers of the Ganeral Staff conducted thamselves was reminiscsnt of an institution

rooted in the knowledge and experisnce of ganerations before them™.13 As such ths Ganeral Staff
evaluated situations and meneuvered its armies to an unprecedented success. it would 1ose this
Tuxury in another year and a haif, Unfortunately, Gsnersl von Brauchitsch and his General Staff
did not recaive the proper credit for their actions. The label of greatest military genius went to

Adolf Hitler.14

Commanders down to battalion level in Guderian's Pan2er divisions understood the
operational concept in 1940, and thus were able to take full advantage of unexpected
circumstances. Intenss treining during the winter and spring period, at all levels, prepared

commanders for the mental challanges of making those critical dicisions. The numerous war

games conducted at army qroup, army, and corps provided them with the ouportunity to study all

- aspects of the upcoming battle. At the unit level, repested river crossings at locations closely

A

resembling the actual crossing sites, leaders rehearsed their tasks until they became second
?.: nature. At the training centers_, mechani2ed infantry units practiced sttacking fortified locations,
' tankers refined their armor movement techniques, and both incorporated the Luftwaffe into

combined arms warfare. Through this rigorous trairing period, leaders parfacted the mobile

AP I PO R P LN &

[

v,

¥ warfare doctrine that uitimately led them to victory in Francs.
;
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Armament problems, discussed earlier, presented notable problems to Cerman tankers,
however, a thorough understanding of doctrine aided in overcoming the shortfails. Guderian
instilled in his tankers that the engines of their vehicles were just as important as their weapons.
Thus, through flexibility, tactical mobility, and empioyment of combined arms the Germans
negated their deficiencies. The German Army's training doctrine during the winter and spring
period further instilled the necessary offensive spirit and 1inked the Luftwaffe more clossly to the
ground commander. Guderian's close coordination with von Stutterheim throughout spring
facilitated the planning effort of both commanders for the Meuss River operation. Von
Stutterheim, also a product of the Weimar Republic's Reichswehr, knew what the ground force
commander expected from the Luftwaffe, and thus concentrated the available time to properly plan
and train for the most effective support possible. Guderian on the other hand couid rely on von
Stutterheim's pilots to supplement his lack of artillery. The close working relationship between
the two commanders and iheir staffs, resulted in von Stutterheim providing the support for the
river crossings that he and Guderian coordinated, rather than what von Kleist and Sperrls
demanded. The German Army aiso enjoyed gratuities of the Allied General Staffs, since the advancs
though the Ardennes, a calculated risk, would probably have taken on a differsnt course had the

French known ir aavance of the intended Beigian withdrawei, or hed they empioyed sironger

forces along the Sedan-Mezieres sector.

While the German Army, through a rigorous training program, incorporated lessons learned
from the Polish Campaign, the French failed to suitably evaluate the massed use of tanks and
aircraft. Although recognizing the potential threat, French doctrine was not changed. OKH always
worked with a clear understanding of main effort, while the French, falling for the German
deception plan, positioned and oriented their main effort at the wrong location. Once the offensive

commenced, they failed to properly evaluate German intentions, and even after the Meuse
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o crossings, remained idle and incapable of mounting a significant counteroffensive. The Franch
High Command neglected to recognize the value of combining motorization and mechanization with
the Luftwaffe into 8 combined arms doctrine. The French failed to organize their armored forces
for mass employment, angaging them piecemsal over the entire front, and thus incapable of
providing the penetration effect of & messed srmored formation. A lack of mobile doctrine,
command and control, and combined arms warfare further resulted in the failure of their only
messed armored atteck, on 14 May, by the 3rd Armored and 3rd Mechenized Divisions.
Concomitantly, the French Ganeral Steff miscalculated its ability to move reserves by 75 percsnt
on transit times slone, failing to plan both for roads congested with civilian refugees, and the
|.uftwatfs's bombing campaign.

The most essental lesson i3 thet the German Army was not a muyth, but was rather very
similar to most other western armies. It faced the same problems that other armies faced.
However, what made the Germen Army diffsrent was its ability and willingness to evaluate itself
and undertake the necessary changes to improve in both personnel and training. Through yeers of
“efficiency aimed” training and a common doctrine, staffs were able to dispense with lenathy
operations orders during the sctual campaign and simply operate with fraqmentary orders. The
concept of commanders at (he fiont snoured more ;ace to Tace discussion petwesn commanders and
subordinetes, which contributed not only to hiqhor‘ confidence lavels in the command, but also
furnished a clesr understanding of the leaders’ aims. Like our army, dedicated officers and NCOs
enabled the Garman Army to overcome inhersnt friction. Numerous General Staff officers like the
Wagners, Zeitzlers, and Nehrings, following Field Marshal Count von Schliefisn's principle that
“staff officers should accomplish much, remain in the background, and be more than they seam*,
contributed as much, if not more to the success in May 1940 than the flamboyant Guderians and

Rommels. Since corps staffs organized on tactical lines were rather small, logistics for example
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remained largely the function of divisional and army staffs. As chief logistician in the Army High
Command, Wagner daserves much of the credit for the logistics plan during the Battle of France.
Yithout his pioneering of aerial resupply, the Panzer divisions could not have maintained their
momentum. He enginesred a logistics effort, establishing intermediate depots, and resupplying
300 kilomsters beyond the rail heads on 18 May 1940. Such innovative concepts were unheerd
of in 1940. When Guderian did not receive his new Mark I1is and IVs on time to conduct a detailed
training program, dedicated officers and NCOs ensured crews' and units' readiness on 10 May
1940. Yon Manstein's insistance of shifting the main effort in the winter of 1939, Zeitzler's
traffic control plan, and Liss' intelligénce preparation of the battlefield all accumutively
contributed to the success in 1940. We must also not 1ose sight of the fact that the new generation
of officers and NCOs, aithough instilled with National Socialist faith and ideals, were in fact raised

to think and lead themselves. These young men, through the intenss training effort, were molded

into leaders by the older traditional generation by May 1940.15
XIXth Panzer Corps' advancs through the Ardennes was a remarkabie achievement, but also

provided the German General Staff with a fair amount of lessohs lserned. Most notably was the

. need for better traffic control. Without the Panzer Groups' traffic control plan the entire 1

operation in the Ardennes weuld probably have resulted in a disaster. Zeitzler, however, in his
p‘.“ after action report was very critical of the allocation of forcss to traffic control. Additionally, he
L
t:}z smphasized the need for a traffic control staff at army headquarters, organized under a separate
I~
?3—) TO&E, to include airborne traffic control. The traffic control staff, he explained, should have not
°
&r only the responsibility to plan and carry out ali functions, but also be provided with the authority
N
i to enforcs the plan. 16
hh
L. The absolutely sterling planning of both Guderian's and von Kleist's stafi's, and the series of
,- war games specifically conducted to analyze the engineer tasks, clearly identified the main effort
I
P'\':'
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for the enginesrs and allowed them to plan and prepare accordingly. The numerous rivers and
streams made it a necessity to have as many engineer bridging assets as far forward s possible in
the march columns. The campaign also identified a need for more bridging assets, since on 14
May, Guderian's corps would have had serious problems crossing the Ardennes Canal had it not
taken the bridges by a coup de main. All of XIXth Panzer Corps' and Panzer Group von Kleist's
bridging equipment had besn committed. The General Staffs plan to train infantrymen as asssult
engineers became a key factor, since the unexpectedly vast numbers of barriers and minefieids in
the Ardennes, along with its rivers and streams, could net have been supported by engineers
alone. The war gemes, conducted at all staff levels, served as a tool to identify problems, which
would not have 1o be confronted in the heat of battle. General von Brauchitsch, interviewed by a
reporter in late 1940 was questioned on whether rivers present significant ostacles in modern

warfars. The Army Commader in Chief replied that "the rivers by themsslves are not significant

obstacles anymore, but rather of greater importance is who attacks and defends them."17 Without
the thoruugh preparation of the army, and its modern outloock on combined arms warfare, the !
Battle of France may well havs hed a different cutcome.

In the final analysis then it is plain to see that the German Army General Staff planned while
the French Army's staff slept. The planning and training combined with the leadership of a
dedicated officer corps provided the basis for success. General Guderian simply took advantage of 1
the modern technical equipment and, with an almost reckless dare devil attitude amongst the
commanders and officers of his corps, coupled to a complete understanding of the operational

concept, led XIXth Panzer Corps through the successful operations from 10 to 15 May 1940,
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END NOTED
CHAPTER SIX

1Although there were 4000 active officers in the Reichswehr in 1934, about SO0
transferred to the Luftwaffe in 1935, and another 450 were doctors and veterinarians. The army
really only had a core of about 3050 active officers to expand on.

2David N. Spires, /mags and Realily The Making of German Orficers, 1921-1933
(Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1984), p. 126.

3ibid., pp. 121-122,

4The OER systam was aisc a legal way around the restrictions of the Yersailles Treaty,
because for every officer the Reichswehr dismissed a new one could be enrolied. [n this manner
the Reichswehr built an unofficial officer reserve pool. Under von Seeckt, officers received OERS

bianually, however, Wilheim Heys, von Seeckt's replacement in 1926, introduced an annual
system which would double the number of dismissals.

SSpires, apcit, p. 129.

6|bid., pp. 127-128 and 129; also Lewis, "Reflections on Military Reform: One German
Exampie”, p. 8.

TLewis, g oil, p. 10.

8Ibid., pp. 9-12.

S ewis, Fargotien Legions, pp. 97-98.

10Lewis, "Reflection on Military Reform: One German Example, pp. 9-12,

1tin 1938 ths German General Staff removed co-responsibility from its Officers Handbook.
The commander held the sole responsibility for all decisions under his command. However,
commanders realized that in some situstions during a battle, their chiefs of staff were in a much
better position to make a decision concerning the overall operation. 1t is also important to note
that when chiefs of staff took this unauthorized prerogative, it was carried out within the
limitations of the commander's intent. Oberkommando des Heeres, Habuch fuer dén
Generalstavsaiensi im Kriage (Berlin: Reichsdruckerei, 1939), pp. 14-1S,

12The Yoelkischer Beobachier was the official National Socialist party newspaper.

13wilhelm Weiss, 7rumph der Kriagskunst(Muenchen: Zentralverlag der NSDAP., Franz
Eher Nachf, 1941), pp. 14, 16,and 84.

14Weiss, gocit, p. 100.
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15(bid., p. 101; and Yagner, Jer Geners/-Quertiermerster, p. 169.

16Ganeralkommendo ¥XI1. A. K. {Gruppe von Kleist) Chef des Generalstabes, den 10. ¥lil.
1940, Betr: Yorlasufige Erfahrungen mit grosssn mot. Yerbaendsn.

17Weiss, opcit, p. 102,
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APPENDIX A: MAP 6 -
Genaral von Manstein's Proposal -.'-..-._,..
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THens-Adolf Jacobsen, 7e// Geld, p. 4; and Obsrkommedo des Hesres (OKH), ler Feldrug in
Frankreich vom 10. M dis 25 Jumi 1940 Llage Wesl am 9.9./839 (7714 ENGR BASE
REPRG, October/November 1949, Reproduced at the Command and General Staff College, Fort
Leavenworth, 1983), p. 83-3183/2.

2jacobsen, Fall Gold, p. 28; and OKH, Qer foldrug in Frantrerch vom 10. Mot dis 25. Juni
/940, p. 83-3183/3.

SJacobsen, Fall &1, p. 30.

4ibid., p. 42; Taylor, 7he Merchor Conguest, p. 166; and OKH, Qer Feldrig in Frantrerch
rom /0. MY bis 25. Juar 1 940, p. 83~3183/4.

SJacobsen, a7 Geld, p. 96; and OKH, QDer Feldriy ra Frantreich vom 10. Mot bis 25. Juni
1943, p. 83-3183/7.

6Jacobsen, Fe/lGeld, p. 142; and Taylor, 7Ae Merchof Qonguest, p. 167.

TGensralfeldmarache.! Erivii v. Manstein, Jorlorene Siege (Muenchen: Bernard & Graefe
Yorlsg, 1981), p. 102.
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APPENDIX B
MARCH ROUTES
1. Tactical March Routes (TMR) assigned to Panzer Group von Klaist,

Start: Mosbech, Daun, Wallenborn, Weidenbach, Steinborn,
Kyllburg, Malberg, Malbergweich, Seffern Sued, Bickendorf, Rittersdorf, Oberweis,
Neuhaus, Sinspeit, Nieder-Geckler, Geichlingen, Roth, Yianden, Merscheid, Gralingen,
Hoscheid, Niedsrschlinds, follow the road north of the Saur to intersection 1 km east of Each,
Buderscheid, to intersec’'ine 800 m northeast of Schumann, Mecher, Boewen, to intersection 3
kmn southeast of Boewen, 121 1ange.

. Start: Horpersth, Ulmen, Steiningsn, Mehren, to intsrssction | km
southwest of Oberwinke!, Gillenfeld, Eckfeld, Manderacheid, Eisenschiitt, Oberkeil, Gindorf,
Badem, Erdorf, Bittburg, Messsrich, Bettingen, Peffingan, Metlandorf, Freilingarhoehs,
Yiallendorf, BDBettendor?, Diekirch, Ettelbrueck, Niederfeulen, GroSbus, Grewels,
Martelingen. .

rf. Starl: Kaisersesch, Driesch, Ober Scheidweiler, Hasborn,
Witﬂich/mrth Hupporath Landscheid, Niederkeil, Binsfeld, Hersforst, Speicher, Roehl,
Scharfbillig, to intersection | km east of Essllnqon conﬂnua on road to intersection 2 km sast of
Mecksl, Niederweis, Echternecherbrueck, Bollendorf, (cross river), Befort, Muellerthel, to
intersection 1 km west of Breitweiler, Christnach, Fels (esst), Medernach, Schrondweiler,
Cruchten (8 km southwest of Diekirch), continue to railway station 1 km east of Berg, Bissen,
Redingen, Attert.

h: Start: Cochemn, Moseltaistrase to Alf, Kinderbeursn, Wittlich (soith),
Salmrohr, Hetzerath, Foshren, Ehrang, Kordel, Welschbillig, Eisenach, Menningsn, Minden,
Rosport, Steinheim, Echternech, Micheishof, Alttrier, Heffingen, Feis (south), Angelsbery,
Reckingen, Sasul, Moerdingen, Beckerich, Oberpeilen, Tontelingen.

2. Main Supply Route assigned to Panzer Group von Klaist,

Begin railway station Bitburg follow road to Trier to 1 km east of Masholder, Masholder, j
Nieder Stedem, Wolsfeld, Echternach, Michelshof, Onsdorf, Muellerthal, follow TMRC to !
Medarnach, Bissen to Redingen. 1

3. Feeder roads controlied by Panzer Group von Kleist,

. Hechenburg, Herschbach, Woelferlingen, Herschbach, Marienhausen,
Ruescheid, Neuwied, Plaidt, Mayen, Monreal, Bermel, Oberelz, Horperath.

Reichsautobahn from Limburg to Koblenz, cross Rhine at Koblenz-
Kessel heim, continue on aytobshn to Kaisersesch.

Limburg, Hirschberg, ernberg, Badem, cross Rhine at

> Niederlahnstein, follow MoselstraBe to Cochem.

o
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i foedor roed Herborn-Woslforlingen: Herborn, Hoehn,  Aflertchen, Langenhehn,
Woalferlingen.

N Feader road Heuchelheim-Limburg; Reichatrasse 49 from Heuchelheim to Limburg.

Fouder roeds for 8th Panger Div: All roads within the left and right boundaries ere aveilable
for movement of the division. Left bounadry: Wittlich, Platten, Wahlem, Bernkestel,
Longkamp, Mosbech, Allenbech, Kirschweiler, ldnr-obomﬂn Right boundary: Alf, Bulleu,
Moritzheim, Hesweiler, Panzweiler, Kappel, Dickomchied Rhauen, Bundenbech, Kollon‘ela,
Kirn. The dMsion received orders to utilizs every weﬂohlo crossing over the Moselle to feed

into TMRB.!
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APPENDIX B8

SPECIAL MOYEMENT INSTRUCTIONS TO PANZER GROUP von KLEIST

Eirst Cebelon Xixth Panger Corps;

8. 2nd Panzer Division: TMR A, controls all roads within it's deployment area and feeds
directly into TMR A,

b. 1st Pan2er Division: TMR B, controis all roads within it's deployment area and feeds
directly into TMR B.

¢. 10th Panzer Division: 1/2 TMR Cand 1/2 TMR D, controls al} roads within it's
deployment area, must use the following feader roads, at times specified in time tabls, to feed into
TMRsC and D.
{1) Hormeskeil - Erheng, cross Mosells at Pfalze!
(2) Bernkestel, Neviand, Ossnn, Klausen, Hetzarath,
(3) Traben-Trabach, Wolf, Kinheim, Urzig, Bombogen.
(10th P. D. canonly use fesder roads between H-7 and H+5,

d. XIXth Panzer Corps, Corps troops and Flak Reginant 1C2: a9 per XIXth Corps operation
ordsr.

Second Echelon;

a. XLIth Panzer Corps: 6th Panzer Div, XList Panzer Corps, Corps troops, and 1/2 8th
Panzer Div on TMR A. 6th and 8th Panzer Div's use designated feeder roads to tactical TMR.

b. XLith Panzer Corps: 2nd infantry Division (mot), XList Panzer Corps, Corps troops,
and 1/2 8th Panzer Div an TMR B. 2nd Infentry Divison {mot) and Bth Panzer Divisions use
designated feeder roads to tactical TMR.

¢. XIXth Corps: Logistica/resuppiyon TMRC.

d. Al¥th Motorized Corps: 29th intantry Divison {met) on TMR D. 29th yses dsmgnated
feeder roads to tactical TMR.

Third Echelon:

a. XI¥th Motorized Corps main Tactical Operations Center (TOC) with Corps troops and
13th Infantry Division { mot) follow on TMRs Band C.
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MOYEMENT INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED TO PANZER GROUP von KLEIST on May 3, 1940
1. XIxth Panzer Corps;

a. Begin movement at H-8 (D-1) from start line (Seinsfeld- Eisenschmitt-Wittlich-
Bernkestel) to just short of the fnternational boruer. Elements of 10th Panzer Div canonly use
feoder roeds from H-7 to H+S. While resting and refueling during H-4 and H-2, roed
intersections at Kordel must be clesred for ¥iith Corps, and road from Ruwer-Pfalzel- Biewer
must be cleared for XIlith Corps.

k R gk _Regiment must be organized into
corps mnvolmnt fnr tho durmon lst Battalion/3rd Flak Regiment and Baloon Battery/ist
Observer Battalion, must cross the Rhine river no later than H-hour. st Battalion/3rd Flak
Regiment will be alomd by the Panzer Group.

c. Once clearance hes been provided to cross the internationsl border, the following must
remein open for General Headquartsrs Troops and the second echelon:

slong TMR A: Mosbruch prior to H+ 4
Daun prior to H+6
Seinsfeld prior to H+ 10
Rittersdorf prior o H+ 14
Roth prior to H+ 18

slong TMR B: Monreal prior to H+6
Manderscheid prior to H+ 11
Eisenschmitt prior to H+ 14
Bitburg prior to H+ 15
Yallendorf prior to H+20

along TMRC: Polch prior to H+3
Wittlich prior to H+ 7
irrel prior to H+ 11
Bollendort prior to H+12

along TMR D: Cochem prior to H-2
Alf prior to H+2
wittlich prior to H+5
Eisenech prior to H+ 11
Relingen prior to H+ 12

2. XLI Panger Corps: Bs prepared to initially move to a 1ine Seisfeld-Badem-Niederkail. The
following roads are available:

a. 6th Panzor Div: Feeder road Wallendorf to Horperath, changs to TMR A. Cross Rhine
bridge at Neuwied no earlier than H+9. Whan lead elements reach Seinsfeld, rest and close the
rest of the division to Oberelz. Tracked vehitles may move past Monrvel ofter H+8.

b. 2nd Infantry Division (mot): Feeder road Bollendorf and TMR C to Wittlich. At
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Wittlich take Wittlich~tisenschmitt road, proceed on TMR B. Cress bridge at Koblenz no earier
than H+7; bridge is only available for 10 hours. When lead elsments pass Badem, close division
to Kaisersesch.

c. Corps truops: Begin movement on feeder road Echiernach no earlier then H+4 1/2
from Nassau. Cross Rhine bricge at Niederlahnstein no earlier ihan H+S, continue to Cochem
behind the General Headquarters Troops of March Serial C. At Cochem take Route 259 to Ulmen.

d. 8th Panzer Div: Assemble in denloyment ares at dusk on D-Day (about H+ i3). Until
assambly, esst-west rosds must remsin open for 16th Army. No later than noon on D+ 1 the
division must be across the Moselle river waiting in rest aress. Use designated feeder roads for
the division. The division must clesr TMR D for 29th Infentry Division (mot) from Alf after
H+26, and from Wittlich after H+27 1/2. 8th Panzer Div then follows 6th Panzer Div and 2nd
Infantry Division (mot) on their respective TMRs. The division may use TMR C {up to Roehl and
the stretch Roehl-Bitburg) for the purpose of feeding in to TMRs A and B.

3. Xl1¥th Panzer Corps. Be prepared to conduct road movement on D-Day no eariier then
H+ 15,

a. 131h infantry Division (mot): Conduct tactical road march on fesder road Herborn-
Woelifertingen to east shore of Rhine River. Close and rest the division. On order cross Rhine at
Neuwied bridge, and be prepared to conduct movement on TMC B or C.

b. 29th Infantry Division (mot): Conduct tactical road march on feeder road Heuchelheim-~
Limburg and feeder road Boliendorf to Koblenz. Cross Rhine no eariier than H+ 19. Continue on
feeder road Echternach to Alf. Close division and rest. Be prepared to continue on or about noon
on D+ 1, follow southern element of 10th Panzer Div on TMR D.

c. XIVth Panzer Corps, Corps troops: incorporated with 13th Infantry Division (mot),

4. Tgotical Command Post Group von Kleist departs Niederlahnstein at 1500 hours on D-1
initially on feeder road Bollendorf, then TMR C to main TOC at Masholder. The last March serial

nasses ‘hrough ‘Mittlich at 2100 nours arior 10 XIXth Panzer Coros assemblv. UIXth Panzer
Corps will ensurs that TMRs ir it's deployment area remain open.

5. General headquarters Troops of Panzer Group von Kleist will follow behind 10th Panzer
Div on D-Dey to vicinity international border. March serials will consist of:

March Serial A:  49th Artillery Regiment :
passtime 35 minutes
gssemble and depar? no earlier than H hour at Niegerlahnstein; use ‘

) feeder road Echternach to Welschbillig,

:f:jE: March Serial B: st Security Regiment

< (rear services)

o passtime 70 minutes

N assemble and depart no earlier than H+ 1 al Niederlahnstein; use feeder

e road Echternach to Wittlich, change to TMR C and uss until Niederweis,

ot change to MSR.
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March Serial C;  1st Abde/werier Regiment3
passtime 80 minutes

;:.i;-: sssembie and depart no earlier than H+ 2 1/2 at Niederlahnstein;

5;:3:: follow March serisl B to Welschbillig; then elements to Masholder and
" Stahl.

Nt

6. Main Supply Routes: See “Special Instructions for Loqistm and Resupply for Panzer
Group von Kleist®, (0. Qu./Qu. 1 Nr. 175/40 ¢, Kdos, dtd. 1. 4. 40}

7. Non Panzer Groyp yon Kleist units: Designeted units on the distribution list not ettached to
e Group von Kleist are requested to notify their subunits of referencs and roed movements. Direct
’a coordination with TMR users s authorisd.

f?.::? 8. Air Reconniswnce Grougs of Group von Klejat; Ground elements of the Air Recon Groups
oy of the various corps and divisions must coordinate movemants of TOCs and airfields with their
,.;«T; respective qround hesdquarters for TMR usage. Ground HOs will only allow small elements on the
b, THMRs.

. .

Ao 9. Rosd march speed: Corps Hesdquarters and March Serisi commanders designate march
-;:{ speeds according to the situation. They will ensurs thet serials and vehicles maintain proper
by distances.

ﬁf

ol

10. Treffic conirel; As per Traffic control order, {se traffic control in chapter thres)
11, Code words for traffic contro):

‘.

2nd Panzer Div Apfel (appel)
13t Panzer Div Birne { pesr)
10th Panzer Div Traube (grape)
XIXth Corps troops Pflaume {plum)
Group von ».. 3t General
Headquarters Troops Tomate (tomato) (add A, 8, C, D for each March
ssrial)

N : 6th Panzer Div Hirsch (stag)

@ 8th Panzer Div Roh (deer)

N 2nd infantry Division ( mot) Fuchs (fox)

W R

R -"."
SY NSNS
vt

»

XLith Motorized Corps troops Hase {rabbit)
13th Infantry Division (mot) Habicht ( hawk)
29th Infantry Division (mot) Falke (falcon)

¢

° X1¥th Panzer Corps troops Sperber (sparrowhewk;
- Non Panzer Group road users Tenne (fir)
3 Ground elements of Air
L Recon units Eiche (cak)
\h*"-
- 12. Rest aress: All villsges along Group von Kleist TMRS may be used as rest sress. Units
.'_f, . must coordi nate with Yith and Yiith Corps for rest aress slong feeder roads.
-
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13. Movements of Infantry divistons remaining in Germany;
a. 21at infantry Division/ XYill Corps will clear the following roads on D- Day:

¥
" -
h .
Ly
[N
L
Fo
RS

(1) Polch-Kehrig after 0800 hrs
(2) Neuwisd-Monresl 0800 hrs to 1000 hrs, off and on after 1300 hrs
(3) Koblenz-Ochtendung-Maysn 0800 hrs to 1000 hrs, and after 1300 hrs.

b. 9th Infantry Division/ XL Corps ss much &3 possible refrains from road movements in
the area north of Dierdorf-Selters-Freilingsn road on D-Day until H+ 7 to facilitate peasing of

6th Panzer Division's rear alemants 4
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APPENDIX 8
MOYEMENT TIME TABLE rOR PANZER GROU® vor KLEIST
D-Day = 10 May 1940
H-Hour = 0S30
Dusk: 2100 = H+1S
21th Panzer Corps
R-1
H-18 Start assembly
H-8 Cross start line
H-2 Cochem cleared (start point TMR D)
D-Day
H-4to H-2 Rest, refuel
H- hour Begin Operation Niw!
KIXth Corpa creseas internetions! burisr
Het Border barricades removed; roeds cizai for movement
H+2 Bridge at Wallendorf ready for crossing
H+3 Kolberg snd Polch cieaod
H+4 Bridge at Yianden and south of Weilerbach ready for crossing
H+5 At Belgian border. Occupy essault position, close combet forces for
striks. Wittiich cleared (TMR D)}
H+6 Monreel cleared
He? Earliest atteck {probably not befors H+9)
H-8 Wittlich cleared (TMRC)
H+10 Field expedisnt bridge at Minden complets; Construction of strwcturs/
bridge begins. Seinsfeld cleared.
He 12 Structural bridge at Minden complets; 41ist Enginesr Battalion freed
for other missions
H+14 Eisenschmitt cleared
H+15 Lead elements at railway line Libramont- Neufchateau- Hachy; tail of
corps has crossed Bitburg-Trier line.
Panzer Group von Kleist Army troops
-1 |
H-11 Alert
R-Day
’ H-3 Prepared to depart in deployment areas
195
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Marching orders issued
Begin assembiy on highway 42
H- hoyr March ssrial A begins movement from Niederlahnotein
H+ 35 minutes March serial A has psssed through Niederishnstesin
He+ March ssrial B begins movement from Niederiahnstein
H+2 March serial B has passed through Niedariahnastsin
H+21/72 March seriai C begins movement from Niederlahnstein
H+d March serial C has psssed through Niederlshnstein;
Koblenz bridge is available for XL!st Motorized Corps
H+8 March sarial A lead slements at Hetzerath
March serial B lead sloments at Wittlich, resches tail of 10th Panzer
Division
March serial C lead elements st Bremm
H+ 11 March serial B 1eed slements at irrel {behind 10th Panzer Divison);
rewis
H+12 March serial A 1ead sloments ot Welschbillig; rests
March serial C at Roehl; rests {with the exception of Commend group
and Signel Regiment).
H+12 172 Group Adjutant and Signel Regiment arrivs at Masholder
Tactical Command Post
D=1
H-15 Preparsd to depart; Truck column departs; Cars depart about H-14
H-11 Cars puss columns of YIith Corps at Speicher
H-10 Cars arrive at Main Tectical Opsration Center in Masholder
H-9 Truck column clears Wittlich; hes passed through XiXth Panzer Corps
area
H-6 (2400 hrs)  Truck column arrives in Masholder
isigp t ' fion | received and izsuedil
L1 Panzer Corps
D=1
13:30 hrs Alert notification to Fiak 1 /3 (to 41%th Panzer Corps) Group will notify ‘
1
H-4 Alert Corps (only after receiving border crossing decision)
H+4 Prepared to depart (excluding 8th Panzer Division)
H+$S 2nd Infantry Division {(meot) begine movement from Limburg; Corps
troops are authorized to cross Rhine at Koblenz
H+? Lead elements of 21st Infantry Division (mot) cross the Rhine at
196
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P Koblenz
i 6th Panzer Nivision begins movement from Freilingsn
, H+9 Lead elements of 6th Panmer Division cross Rhine at Neuwied
A (21st Infantry Division {mot) clearsd Neuwied-Monreal road at H+7)
N 8th Panzer Division prepered for movsment in deployment ares
}Q‘;Z Hel3 Lead slements of 213t Infantry Diviston (mot) in Wittlich: Rest for 1
P hour while clos:ng teil end of division to Keisersesch
Lead elaments of 6th Panzer Division in Daun
N H+15 (or dusk) 8th Panzer Division begins it's movement from the
o deployment aree
) 2nd infantry Division {mat) continues to move; at Eisenachmitt switch
>, o TMR B
H+16 Lead elements of 6%h Panzer Division (mot) at Seinsfeld; closes
division to Obereiz and rests for the night
AN He 17 Lead elements of 2nd Infantry Division { mot) at Badem; rests for the
Y night; teil end of 2nd Infantry Division (mot) hes crossed Rhine at
;f-: Koblenz; bridge cleer for 25th Infantry Division ( mot)
wy Tat1 ond of 6th Panzer Division has crossed Rhine at Neuwied; clear for
® 13th Infantry Division {mot) :
I H+17 172 Lead sloaments 1eft march serial of 8th Panzer Diviaion at Bernksstel
e H+ 18172 Lead slements right march serial of 8th Panzer Division at Zell
o Dx1
H+19 Lead elements right march seriel of 8th Panzer Division &t Bullay;
s crossing TMR D; TMR D blocked for S hours
i H+20 Tatl end of 8th Panzer Division clears deployment aree
o H+21 Leed slements loft merch scrial of Sth Panzer Division at Nisderkail;
s rests for night
g H+22 Lead slemants right march serial of 8th Penzer Division at Lutzerath
T He221/2 Tail end left march serial of 8th Panzer Division has crossed Moselle at
o Bernkastel
i He 24 Tail end right march serial of Sth Panzer Divison has crossed Moselle at
::.J, Bullay; TMR D open again
Tt H+ 27 If Libramont i taken 6th Pan2er Division and 2nd Infart»y Division
o (mot) continue their march from Seinsfeld- Bedem |
N H+37 6th Panzer Division and 2nd Infantry Division (mot) at international l
s border (start line) |
heS H+39 Earliest start time for Bth Panzer Division to continue ( not before ‘
jﬁf dusk); each march serial has a passtime of 5 hours
°
:i;_‘: Zlyth Corps
E{Etf D-Day
() Alerted
o H+15 13th and 29th Infantry Division (mot) begin movement
o 197
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H+19 Lead elements at Rhine
13th Infantry Division (mot) rests and closes division
29th Infantry Division (mot) crosses Rhine at Koblenz and continues on
feeder road Echternach and TMR D to Alf

H+ 26 Lead elements of 29th Infantry Division (mot) at Alf; 8th Panzer
Division clearsd Alf at H+ 24;
rest and close teil elements

H+29 Trail slements of 20th Infantry Division {mot) has crossed the Rhine at
Koblenz; bridge isclearod; Onorder continue on TMR D hehind 10th
Panzer Division
Be prepared to cross Rhine &t ieuwied; 1/2 division on feeder road
Waliendorf and TMR B behind 8th Panzer Division; 1/2 divisionon
feader road Bollendorf, TMR C, and MSR behind 8th Panzer Division

All times for XI¥th Corps are sityation dependent

)
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END NOTES
APPENDIX B

1%1%X. A. K. Studie fuer Korpsbefehl Nr. | "Fuer den "Fall Gelb", dated 28. 3. 40,

2Anlage 1 2u Gruppe von Kleist, lafop Nr. 217/40 ¢. Kdes. Chefs. vom 21. 3. 40,
(Neueutfsssung) yom 3. S. 40. "Besondere Anordnungen fuer die StraBenzuteilung, Marsch und
Yorkshrsrageiung (zum "Befshl fusr don Durschbruch bis zur Mess®),

v

ey .y
L

34 Nebelwsrfer Regtment is a Smoke Regiment.

Sen s
Pl

4Anlage 1 2u Gruppe von Kleist, la/op Nr. 217740 g. Kdos. Chefs. vom 21. 3. 40.
( Neuauffessung) vom 3. 5. 40. “Besondere Anordnungen fuer die StraBenzuteilung, Marsch und
Yerkehrsregelung (zum "Befehi fuer den Durschbruch bis zur Maas”).

3ikd., “Bewegungsusbersicht fuer Geld”
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Appendix C
Ober kommando de’' Wehrmacht (OKW)
Organizations! Chart: May 1940
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Appsendic C
Oberkommando des Heeres (OKH)
Order of Battle for the Battle of France: May 1940

OKH
v, Brauchitsch
| 1
ARMY GROUP B ARMY GROUP C
v. Bock v. Leeb
L |
I | ] !
Netherlands So. Neth. No. Belgium Maginot Line Upper Rhine
18TH ARMY 6TH ARMY 1st ARMY 7th ARMY
Kuechler v. Reichenau v. Witzieben Dotlman
e ) ‘ —~ !
| | — —
No. of Rhine E. of Venlo €. of Maastricht Saar Baden
Xth CORPS IXth Corps XVith Pz Corps — XXXth Corps XXVih Corps
Hansen Geyer roepner Hartmann v. Prager
Gennop l_ l
E. of Sittard Aachen Saar Freiburg
XXXIXth Pz C L
Schmidt. Xith Corps XXVilth Corps Xlith Corps XXXilith Cops
v. Kortzfleisch waeger Heinrici Brandt
So. of Rhine | : l !
——{ XXVIth CORPS E. of Heerlen Reserve ' Pirmasens
Nodrig WthCorps | | |1 Corps i i1 XXIVIhCorps | !
v. Schwedler ‘ i v. Both ' . Geyr von i
Schweppenburg |
W. of Karlsruhe J
| XXXYIHh H.K,
Boehm-
Tettelbach
203
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5
*
F::“ l
i
AN
::\ ARMY GROUP A
\ v. Rundstedt
- r T B
. Belgium No. Luxemburg So. Luxemburg
4th ARMY 12th ARMY 16th ARMY
v. Kluge List Busoh
) N. of Echisrnach
p Monschau P ANZER GROUP No. of Trier
" vh Corps E. of Houffalize v. Kleist VIith Corps
)‘ et
&;: Ruoff XVIitth Corps | ——— ¥. Suhobert
‘* Beyer 15t Eohelon
ANA E. of Malmedy E. of Bastogne —{XXth Pz Corps Trier
:‘l v -
o llith Corps i Corps Guderian — X
~ Heitz Haase v. Vietinghoff
;‘_‘:; 2nd Eohelon
E. of Si. Vith ¥. of Bitburg ¥L.ist Pz Corps So. of Trier
- XvthPzCorps | | VithCorps Reinhardt L{ xxllird Corps
; ::3 Hoth Foerster ] 3rd Echelon Schubert
- XV Mot. Corps
ol E. of St. Vith v. Wietersheim ‘
il Corps
Strauss
OKH RESERVE
— ]
2nd ARMY 9th ARMY ‘
v. Welohs Blaskowitz |
|
XV1ith CORPS
XXXV Hith CORPS
XLth CORPS
¥L1lird CORPS
XL Ivth CORPS
XXKVIth H. C.
XLYth H.C.
and about 43
divisions
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END NOTES
APPENDIX C

1Taylor, 7he Merchor Conguest, p. 420; and Warlimont, /nside A¥iler s Meadhuerters, p.
4,

2The Commandar in Chief of the Army planned to psrsonelly lead the Army in time of war. In
order todo this, he sirsamiined the Army High Command, and reduced some of his daily burdons.
Yon Brauchitsch split the orgenizaticn of OKH, taking only the Army Chief o/ Staff and necessary
operationa] elements to Zossen. He appointed 8 Commander of the Replacement Army to deal with
all other duties. This was, however, dependent on a short war scenario. A9 indicated on the chert,
von Brauchitsch did maintain a nominal crew in Berlin. Burkhart Musller-Hillebrand, Qs Aeer
. 1933- 1 945 Entvrcilung des orgerisetoriscien Aufdeiws Yol. |, Des Heer bis zum Kriegsbeginn
, (Darmstadt: Yerlag von E. 5. Mittler &Sohn GmbH., 1954), pp. 116-119and 177-178; ¢isoe,
for a detailed explanation of each section or office within the General Staff st 2ossen, in Berlin,

<,
»

N and the Replacsment Army, ses Musller-Hillsbrand's fas /ter Yolume |. 0B QOst stands for

: Obarbefehishaber Qst {Commeander in Chiuf East).

E‘J’ 3In this repressntation armies and corps ere placed from left to right and top to bottom,

s5 genarally corresponding to their actusl locetions from west to east on May 10, 1940. Seventh ;
y Army is stricly north to south. The geograghic aress above the armies are target areas, whereas ‘

the geograghic areas above the corps are deployment areas. Taylor, epord, pp. 429-431.
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APPENDIX D
COMPARISON OF RANKS
GERMAN ARMY/ U.S. ARMY AS USED IN THIS THESIS
LUFTWAFFE
Genaralfsldmarschell General of the Army Field Marshal
Genersloberst Gensral Coloneal -Ganeral
General {der Inf, etc.) Lt. General General {of the inf, stc.)
General {der Flieger, stc) General {of Fliers, stc)
Generalleutnent Major Genarsl Major-General
Ganeralmajor Brig. General Brigadier-General
Oberst Colonel Colonel
Oberstisutnant Lt. Colonel Lisutenant-Colonel
Major Major Major
-.“\
;::E Hauptmann Captein Captain
2 Rittmeister
L
Nberieutnant Lieutenant Lieutenant
Lsutnant Second Lisutenant Second Lieutenant
o
2.0
s
o
'(-f K
s
.;;1:
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D
s
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APPENDIX E
GERMAN GENERAL STAFF POSITIONS

la Operations OfMicer. Correaponds to G-3inthe U. 5. Army. Stnce st diviscn
level no chief of atatf axisted, the Ia also fulfllled those duties.

ib Logistic officer. Corresponds to G-4in the U.S. Army.

le Intelligence officer. Corresponds to G-2 inthe U. 5. Army.

lls Personnel officar {officers).

0.Qui Gberquartierme:ster 1. First General Steff officsr responsible for
operations (including the opsrations section).

0.Quii Oberquartiermeister [!. Second General Staff officsr responsible for
training.

0.QulNl Obsrquartiermeister |11. Third General Staff officer responsible
for organization,

0.Qul¥ Oberquartiermeister |Y. Fourth General Staff officar responsible for
operational Intelligencs, including foreign armies eest and west.

0.Quy Fifth General Staff officer responeible for military Mstory,

Gen Qu Gensralquartier meister. Chief Logistic and Administration officer on the

Army General Staff (OKH). The Gan Qu hau *wo main sections under his
control, Logiatics, and Military Administraiion of Occupied Territories.

Note: Staff positions designated Cberquartiarmeistar are Army level and above.
Generaiquartiermeister is only found at Army General Staff,

Dupuy, 7Ae Aelder isries, p. iii. ;
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APPENDIX F
PANZER GROUP von KLEIST ECHELONMENT

XIXth Pan2sr Corps 4\

1st Panzer Division

2nd Panzer Division

10th Panzer Division
mot. | nfantry Regiment "GD"

"

1st Flak Corps

N

XList Panzer Corps

6th Panzer Division Second Echelon
8th Panzer Division
2nd mot. Infantry Division

. B gy
—I- ]‘

X1¥Yth motorized Corps /I\
1 3th mot. infantry Division Third Echelon
29th mot. Infantry Division

Dach, Aenrer durchbrechon eine drmeestsllung, Nr. 2, p. 61,

el

s
TN

T XK

a et 4 Ay 4 A ‘
r“r‘_-_‘-;r,‘x_‘-. e,

F I ¢ ‘el v

s AR A A A A

T L A L R I S S e e R T L e T SV T o ARSI
R e T AT WCALAENS
N A G N O e e T SN S




AW UNURVRUEV WL T @O W U U T I TT R R ERE T R AT Ny TLUEYR TRV LUNT T wlTe ) TR AR R R R AR w-ﬂuw-*T

APPENDIX G

%‘*@ﬁ'ﬂﬂt\&mﬁﬁ R R e



R UV TV Pw Ty Ty Y O o ™ O IO MR TS W W W e RN T At LALLM aledavialnate a¥ ot oE. a8 (R 7ot KHI.K!T

APPEND!X G

ENGINEER OPERATIONS

Panzer Group von Kleist negotiated some of Europe’s most restrictive terrain, and conducted
six major river crossings in the initial five days of the Battle of France. Engineers played a kay
role in the successful effort of these operations, and their employment, especially with limited
bridging sssets, required detailed planning and closs husbending of resources. Yon Kleist's staff
and XIXth Panzer Corps conducted ssversi war games incorporating enginesr operstions, to
determine the number requirsd, and their mast effactive use. Asa result of thess war games the
Panzer Group established the following priorities for enginser tasks:

1. Breach o} cross the undefended cbatacies along the German-Luxembourg border, and
“he Our and Saur bordsr streams.

2. Clear obstscles in Luxembourg, and support the assault and breaching of the first
Belgian defansive line.

3. Clear roads, minefieids, and support the assault and breaching of the second Belgisn
defensive line. Construct assault bridges as required,

4. Support the crossing of the Semois River. Construct assault bridges ss required.

3. 3upport the crossing of the Msuss River. Construct assauit bridgss 1s required.

To corplete the multitude of engineer missions, Panzer Group von Kleist procurred additional |
snginesr units to reinfarce the normal divisional and corps assets. The follewing units were

placed under operationai contro! of Panzer Group von Kleist for the breskthrough operation to and

including the Meuse River:
one regimental engineer headquarters for planning and coordinatior.

three enginser battalions

P
x .

‘. 4'1'.'-.. 0
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one assault ¢ngineer battalion
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three type B bridge columns.

Each engineer battalion organically had ons typs B bridge column and one type K1 column. The
12th and 16th Armies engineers wers responsible for clearing obstacles at the Our and Saur

F
Nty oy Yy
s s 4 saae

‘{.“ -. .l’- o

Rivers, relieving the Panzer Group's angineers for bridging missions {n 3elgium and France. 2
Motorized engineers of 1939 were capable of performing a variety of missions, and had same

fairly advanced equipment for their time. DBeing fully motorized, they were integrated well

forward in the armor columns, and were thus abls to respond quickly. Additionelly, angines:s

<

AR,
X GoanTiy

P
‘;;g were slways included when forming forward detachments and advance quards. The advance
-‘." v through the Ardennes depended on mobility, and engineers were trained and equipped accordingly.
, The thres reqular engineer companies’ equipment included nine large (trailer mounted) air
:‘i“ comprassors, 20 power saw3, six welding ssts, nine flams throwers, 10 ssarchiights for night
: -‘ operations, and & varisty of axes, picks, hand saws, shovals, stc. As barrier materials the
§ ongineors carried 379 rolls of barbed wire, 121 rolls of regular wirs, and {1,550 sandbags. The
i enginesr battalion also carrisd 1,140 entl tank mines, 1,934 anti personnel mines, and an

Y

sssortment of axplosive materials. The most important piecss of squipment, however, wers the B

:'ﬁ and K type bridges 3

.\){:

i"-'.‘ The type B bridge, developed in 1934, consisted of heavy pontoon and tressle bridge aquipment: -

[ 16 half pontoons (8 full pantoons) |

i 8 piles 3

& 2 ramps

P 8 stills

° 8 crossing rails ( 16 ton capacity)

— 6 storm boats

EC:; | motor beat

b 20 small pneumatic boats

Lj 241args pneumatic boats

:' This equipment could be comstructed to span short gaps (3.9 metsrs) or long gaps (32
e

j: N meters). Under normel conditions, 8 32 meter 16 ton pontoon bridge required about eight hours
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to construct. The eyuipmant was extremely versatile, and could be used to not only construct
bridges, but slso farries. German docirine called for getting essantial combet power across a

water obstecle first, then to worry about constructing a dridge. Thus the use of farries was an

essential part of any bridging oparation.4

Tie type K bridge, available oniy in small numbders {n the spring of 1940, was & small box
girder bridge with a maximum carrying capacity of 16 tons. Unlike the type B bridge, the type K
was 1e3s versatile, however, could cover spans twice the length (76 meters). Tha desired

A

A

Ef::.é bridging mix in the enginesr battslion was one of esch type bridge, but because of the limited
.‘3 number of typs K bridges availabe in the spring of 1940, Panzer Group von Kleist was one of the
E*\ only units with typs K bridging columns.S

-~ Detailed reconnaissance provided the Panzer Group with the necessary information to plan its

anginesr assets accordingly. Close 1isison with Yith and ¥lith Corps, through which Panzer Group
von Kleist passed on D-Day, ensured the spesdy removal or bridging of obstacles at the German -
Luxembourg border. Seven bridges wers required for the Panzer Group's sector on the morning
of 10 May, and all were completed within two hours. Once across the initial obatacles, XiXth

Panzer Corps became responsible for all other bridaing within the qroup's sector to the Meuse

River. The Panzer Group provided Guderian with an additional enginesr battalion, and thres type

B bridging companies to carry out its main missions. The assault enginesr battalion, specialiy ‘
equipped to neutralize bunkers, was not employed until the Msuse River crossings. The Panzer |

Group, properly reinforced with anginesr assets, was thus able to conduct its speedy advance in a

minimum amount of ime 6
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END NOTES
APPENDIX G

Regular infantry divisions wers equipped with two type B bridges only. Type K bridges
were fourd in Panzer and Motorized infantry divisions.

2An1age 5 2u Gruppe von Kleist la/op. 217/40q. Kdos.-Chefs., vam 21. 3. 40., Besondere
Anordnungen fusr des Uebsrwinden der BDBefestigungen, Sperrungen u. Fluesss im
Yor marschstreifen.

3Buchner, Jes Mindbuch dor Deuischen infanterie | 2391945, pp. 60-66.

) 4The parsonnel in the type B and K bridge columns wers only equipment caretakers and
t:l; transportars. Bridges or ferries were constructed and operated with psrsonnel from the three
e enginesr companies within the battalion. Thus, during bridge construction, engineers were in
\‘f.\" short supply for other missions. This is the primary resssn why the German Army treined
‘: ' infantrymen in routine enginesrs tasks. By having infantrymen trained &3 enginters, personnel
o for both routine and technical missions were slways svailabla. Type B bridge characteristics and
e capabilities are as follows:

Bontoon bridoes
4hon Stome 1étom
130 meters 80 meters S0 msters
{
Number of Tressls bridoes over gags of;
o 19 metersosn  S4meterspsn  Smeterscen  32meterseen |
i fton  f6tn  Ston  16tm St 16ty  Stn  16%m |
i 21+ 9 '3 ? 2 2 1 1 |
- 4lanForry Sanferry Leton Forry

} 4

*number of spans a type B bridge column supported. Buchner, o2¢it, pp. 60-66; and
. Oberkornmando des Heeres (OKH), Aandbuch fuer den Generalstabsavenst im K'riege, Yol . 2, H.
Dv.g. 92 (Berlin: Gedruckt in der Reichsdruckerei, 1939), pp. 218-219.
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3The following are the type K bridge capabilities:
Gapy Bridoes
2 meter spap 19 meter span 47 meter 2pen 12 meter span
Ston  16toen Sfon 16ton  Qton 16ton m .Lﬁsm

8* 4 4 2 2 1
Eerriss
ﬁ_tqna&r.tu l.é.tenz_&cw

#The number of spans & type K bridge column supported. OKH, op¢rt, pp. 222-223.
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APPENDIX H
FORCE EXPANSION

in September 1939 Ganeral Halder had five Panzer divisions at his disposal, totaliing 3195
tanks of all types. The majority of these (2674) were obsolete Mark | and || tanks. The Army

lecked, in any great number, the mors modern Mark ||l and |IY. Production capacity for the Mark

Il and |Y stil) fell well below 200 a month during the ‘39-'40 winter and spring period.
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Reorganizing the existing Panzer divisions through force structure changoe, OKH weas able to

2

incresse the overall tank force. It reduced the number of tanks {n the existing divisions from 324
to 300, lowered the number of tenk battalions in newly formed Panzer divisions from four to
thres (in one case to two), and used the separate Panzer brigedes, to fill the new Panzer divisions.
(see Table five) OKH doubled the Panzer divisions by April 1940, but severely limited tha rest
of the Army's mobility. industry only incressed the total production of Mark i(l and |Y tanks from
525 in September ‘39 to 850 in May '40, thus confiscated Czechosiovakian 35t and 38t tenks and
captured Polish equipment had to be used to bolstsr the German inventory to 3381 tanks of all

types on April 1, 1940, Polish captyred equipment slso became a source for Germany's forsign

'_';‘_: military sales program and a way {0 pay ior raw materiais received from the USSR and Rumama. :
: 0 The foreign equipment also provided an additionai heedache for the armements industry, because it
3 had to retool mechinery to produce spare parts. During April and early May the army scrapped |
L.‘ sbout 807 Mark |, I, 35t, and 38t tanks. Additionally, wheeled asssts required for motorized
[
}_Z::E. infantry brigades in new Panzer divisions were taken from existing regular infantry divisions.!
Transporatation assets also provided a dim picture in the spring of 1940. The army only
° possessed | 20,000 trucks of all types to haul troops, material, and pull equipment and weapons.
g:) The monthly allocation for new vehicles to the Army totalled 1ess than one parcent: 1 000 vehicles.
"
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This did not sven cover normal 1ossss, let alone loases in upcoming combat operations. In the aree
of specialized vehicles, an acute shortage sxisted. The rsason for these problems wers two fold,
one, Germany suffersd under a severs shortags of stesl and rubber, second, the large number of
different models in production precluded sufficient quantities of ons type from being produced.
Yahicle shortages in reguler infantry and artillery units hed to be replaced by horses. This
incidentslly remained a problam throughout the war. Consequently no tank reserve existed for
the offensivs in the West., Overall the srmy found itself in & situation of being less mobile in May
1940 than in Septamber 1939. Table Four preeides an avsrview of the total number of tanks
availabla from September 1939 to Msy 1940, Tabls Five gives & perspective of the number of

divisions and their organizations with respect to tahk/tnfentru ratics on May 10, 1940. Table

Six provides infor mation on ermaments.2

Table Four3

Armored Ye-icle Stats |
Tank Tupe 19.39 14 49 10, 5, 40 |
| 1445 1062+ 523
1 1226 10864+ 955
I 98 329 349
35t ---- 14342 106 !
Ipt* 2354+ 228 |
Iy 211 280 278 f
Crng### 215 243 135
Total 3195 3381 2574

* 35t and 38t model tanks were confiscated in Czechosloviakia and incorporated into the
German Panzer divisions. They were used instead of Mark 111's (35t's in tha 6th P2, Div.
and 368t's in the 7th and 8th Pz. Div.).

*% |ndicsies those models scheduled for scrapping during April and May 1940 becauss of
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*+% Commaend tanks.

Tsble Fived
May 1949
Number of Division Number of Number of
Divisions Number Tank Bettalions Motorized Infantry
Battalions
6 ist=-Sth, 10th 4 4
A 2 6th, 8th 3 4
1 th 3 5
1 9th 2 5

e a - y 2 v 2
-o,:, v'...t I}
« a4 s

A four tank battalion Panzer division fielded 300 tanks; a three tank bettalion Pan2ar division

x
N Ay o
- .

oy,

A

N 210 tanks; a two tank battalion Panzer divsion 150 tanks. Ths prime reeson for the veriety of
N organizations was hecause thess units wers not designed under a stendara Table of Orageiization
N and Equipment. New Panzer divisions wers hurridly assembled by taking equipment from the
originel Panzer divisions, the Light divisions, elaments of rnotorized infantry divisions, regular
N infantry divisions, and existing OKH Panzer brigades.
5
| Table S1xS
Armaments
Iype Uein Armament
A | Machine gun
) 1 2.0 cm mein gun
: 1 3.7 cm main gun
iy 7.5 ¢cm main qun
35t 3.7 om main gun
Igt 3.7 cin main gun
R 1 Mualler-Hillsbrand, Jas Aber, pp. 40-42.
RY 21bid., p. 42.
-‘~§ 31bid., pp. 106 and 141.
41bid., p. 141,
N Sibid., p. 141.
r
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APPENDIX J

Clese Air Suppert

The German Army General Staff's intalligance section { Fremaie /eers Wesd dstermined that

|
|
|
{
|
|

Germany only possessed 7, 378 artillery pieces against the Allies’' 13, 974. That corresponded to |
about a 50 percent gap. OKH relied on the more modein German artillery, and more importantly

on its Luftwaffe to closs and overcome this deficiency.! Thus, Army and Luftwaffe coordination |

NS with respect to Close Air Support was essantial. Colonel Nehring, during one of the XIXth Panzer (‘
;:'; Corps’ war games shortly before the offensive, discovered the lack of commoan maps between the 1]
',’,.': Army and the Lufrwaffe, and 8 lengthy and inadequsta Close Mr.Support request format. This
, .%: caused the corps’ chief of staff great alarm. Colonel Nehring chose the corps operstions officsr,

Major Bayeriein, to solve the problem.

Major Bayerlein used & 1:25,000 scale map and overprinted it with 1 cm squares. To

s

simplify a CAS request, he further overprinted s 1arger square over 8x8 | cm squares, cresting

—F
ey

196 large squares psr map shest (see skstch), The large squarss were numbered from 1 to 196, ?

{a
LY TV

The new call for Close Air Support consisted of five itama:

Large target square (1-156).
Small targst square a-n, then i -3.

3. When requesting CAS on small target aree, provide location, identifying the quarter of
the small square.

4. Type and activity in target area.

S. Time of observation and time CAS requested.

1.
-
EAN

- T ‘._a_’l.;"f.‘:"'

An example of 4 CAS request: 7argel area 10 ¢ 5 &, artiilery betlery meving into
position, 16:20, 17-32 This 3ystem ensured a common, quick solution to calling for close
air support. A normal reguest went through division to the corps Close Air Support officer

( Aarcamprrvehrer | Meka)) , a close resemblence to our Tactical Air Control Party. The Aacesent

the report to the Luftwaffs Close Air Support element { Aedkampruesrer /3 of 2nd Air Corps

 Fliogertoras /3. Second Air Corps was the Luftwaffe unit that provided direct support to XIXth
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Panzer Corps.2

\Liss, westtront 1938-1940, p. 126.

R, 20eneralkommande XIX. A. K. Abt. la Nr. 306/404¢. Kdos. 0. U., den 17.4. 40., Betr: {
Zislusber mittiung und Zislanweisung.
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APPENDIX K
MEUSE RIYER CROSSING PLANNING iXFORMATION

X1Xth Panzer Corps Attack Or

|. Panzer Group von Kleist will attack across the Meuse on 13 May in the Charleville-Sadan
sector, It will be conducted with the extraordinarily heavy support of the Luftweatfe, which has
now become fres for committment in Beigium. In 8 continuing eight hour atteck, the Luftwaffe
will destroy the enemy's Meuse defenses. The infantry attack will commence at 1600 hours and
under all circumstance forcs a crossing of the Mause River.

Il Atms:

XI¥th Panzer Corps will cross the Msuss at 1600 hours on 13 May on both sides of Sedan
(between the Bar Stream and Bazeilles) and will form a bridgehead on the following line:
Boutancourt-Sapogne-Chehery- Noyers-Pont Maugis.

ill. Orders
A. Right Attack Group:

Commander: Major-General Yeiel

Units: 2nd Panzer Division, one enginesr battalion to assist in the river crossing, one
assault engineer company for bunker reduction, and two light artillery battalions.
Command Post: Sugny

Crossing Site: Between the mouth of the Baar Stream and the Iges Peninsula (exclusive).
Attack Frontage: Five kilometers i
Mission: Commence the attack af 1600 hours and capture the heights south of Donchery

and its lower wood3. The division imrnediately turns io the “vest and crosses the »rdennes

Canal prior to the Baar Stream and rolis up the Meuse defenses; right tlank advances to

Boutancourt, left flank to Sarpogne ef Feucheres.

B. Canter Attack Group:

Commander: Brigadier-General Kirchner

Units: 1st Panzer Division, Infantry Regiment "GD" one engineer battalion for the river
crossing, one assault engineer battalion { 43rd) for bunker reduction, the corps’
reifforced artillery regiment, and the heavy artillery battaiions from the 2nd and 11th
Panzer Divisions.

Command Post: St. Menges

Crossing Site: Between the Iges Peninsula (inclusive) and Torcy {inclusive).

Attack Frontage: Six kilometers

Mission: Commence the attack at 1600 hours between Glaire and Torcy. Clear the Meuse
curve and advance initially to the roed Bellevue-Torcy. Then continue the attack to the

243
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Bois de 1a Marfee heights and advance to the line Cheherij-Chaumont.

C. Left Attack Group:

Commandsr: Major-General Schasl

Units: 10th Panzer Division, one enginesr battaiion for the river crossing, one assault
engineer company for bunker reduction, and two light artillery battalions.

Commend Post: Givonne

Crossing Site: Batween Sadan (inclusive) and Bazeilles (inciusive).

Attack Frontage: Seven kilometers

Mission: No lster than 1600 hours, in coordination with 1st Panzer Division, sacure
positions the east side of Sedan and simultaneousiy occupy the 1ine of daparture along the
11ne Sedan-Bazetlles. At 1600 hours commencs the attack across the Meuss, capturs
Wadslircourt, and securs the heights along the line Noyers Pont Maugis-Pont Maugis.

I¥. Assault Troops:

1. Attack simultaneously with all three Panzer divisions on line. Attack will be late
afternoon.

2. After a short artillery preparation the infantry will cross the Meuse ona

narrow frent and build a bridgehesd. Crossing materials: pneumatic boats and assault
boats.!

3. Install ferries and transport anti tank guns, during the daylight, inorder to
consolidate the bridgehead.

4. A bridge will be constructed during the cover of darkness and tanks will be driven

across,
S. On the following day the tanks will break out of the bridgehead in & westerly

direction.

Y. Luftwaffe:

1. The main dody of Srd Air Flest (Generai Sparria) w111 support the artack or the
corps throughout 13 May (910 aircraft).

2. Thess will not bs ons single bombing attack, but rather the aircraft are to conduct
support throughout the ¢rossing. From 0800 hours until nightfall the Luftwarfe

will provide a continuous attack to subdus the enemy artillery and stop traffic,
isolating the battlefieid.

3. On 14 Mayonly limited air support can be expected, since the Luftwaffa will be
required elsewhere. For air defense of the brideehesd, one fir*'  1quadron (90
sircraft) will be svailabla,

¥i. Flak:

1. Protection of the assembly areas of assault forces, and firing pesitions of
supporting weepons have priority, Designated elements of Flak will be called forward
to combat bunkers and ground positions.

2. Beginning 14 May the main effort will be the protection of the bridges, since they
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undoubtediy wiil became the primary tarnets of the enemuy.
¥ii. Artillery:

1. Annex A: Fire Support Plan
2. Inthe second phase of ths artilley preparation, the artillery will overlap the
Luftwaffe,
3. The artillery's main effort is with 1st Panzer Division.
Yill. Cooperation with the Luftwaffe:

1. Artillery and LuftwafYfs will fire according to time table in Annex B.

v .—.mwnvwmwxmmm\mwmnﬂﬂmmm

2. All Luftwaffe coordination will be conducted through 2nd Close Air Support Group.

IX. Signal: omitted
X. The corps Command Post will be located at Bellevaux, after 1200 at La Chapelle.

Corps Troops

One raintorced artillsry regiment

One hesvy martar detachment (210 mm)

One Nebalwerfsr (rocket projector) battalion
One s9sault engineer battalion

1013t Flak Regiment (reainforced with ane Flak battalion)2
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To support non main sffort divisional attacks 48 quns
To support the main effort and counter battery fire 236 guns

Artillery assets were reorganized for the Meuse River crossing operation. The divisional
suppori groups of 2nd and 10th Panzer Divisions consisted mainly of assets not taken from them.
Maximum support was directed to 1st Fanzer Division sincs it again became designated the main
effort. Control of the artillery preparation was the responsibility of the Corps Artillery
Commander (ARKC /0/), Brigadier-General Wilhelm Berlin.3 The artillery orgenization
congisted of the following forces:

1st Panzer Division: Corps artillery commander (ARKO 101)

To combat infantry:
73rd Artillery Regiment 24 105mm howitzers
12 150mm howitzers

For main effort and counter battery:

49th Artillery Regiment (reinforced with) 24 10Smm howitzers
12 150mm howitzers
2nd Battalion/45th Artillery Regiment 12 150mm howitzers
2nd Battalion/69th Artillery Regiment 12 150mm howitzers
3rd Battalion/90th Artillery Regiment 8 10Smm howitzers
4 100mm fisld guns
3rd Battalion/74th Artillery Regiment 8 10Smm howiters
4 100mm fisld guns

616th Heavy Artillery Battalion ( separate) 8 210mm mortars

one Nebelwerfer (rockst projectile) Battalion 108 210mm rocket launchers
1st Observation Battalion (reinforced by two artillery observation airsraft)

Total 226 tupes ot artillery far st Panzer Divasion.

2nd Panzer Division:

74th Artillery Regiment (minus 3rd Battalion {heavy battalion})
24 10Smm howitzers

10th Panzer Division:

90th Artillery Regiment (minus 3rd Battalion {heavy battalion})
24 10Smm howitzers

The observation points for 2nd and 1st Panzer Divisions were required to set up at locations
whera they could also observe the 1st Panzer Divsision's sector. Likewise, one of each of the 2nd
and 1st Panzer Divisions artillery battalions had to occupy firing points that would support the

1st Panzer Divisions sector if necessary.4
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{n the area west of Donchery, Sedan, Balan, and Bazeilles.
N
RS A. 1. The technical ccntrol of the river crossingin {st Panzer Division's sector of advance
o wes provided by the staff of 51 1th Enginesr Regimsnt (commander: Colonel Mueller),
o al30 designated the main effort of the attack.

2. The technical control of the river crossing in 2nd Panzer Division's sector was
provided by commander 38th Enginesr Battalion (Major YWessung).

2/

:Q';:: 3. The technical control of the river crossing in 10th Panzer division's sector was
O provided by commander 41st Engineer Battalion (Lisutenant-Colonel Warmuth).

B. Avsileble Enginesr Units:

N O

1. 1st Panzer Division J7th Engineer Battolion

R 505th Engineer Battalfon
o
R 2. 2nd Panzer Mivision  36th Enginesr Battalion
o 70th Enginesr Battalion
I~ 3. 10th Panzer Division  49th Engineer Battalion
e 41st Enginesr Battalion
J“:'_'
N The divisions wars also tasked to amploy all available infantry trained as assault
. engineers, in assault engineer roles.
C. Available Equipment:
1. All pneumatic sssault boats of bridging companies, inciuding those that built bridges
aver the Samots, engineer battalions, and infantry assauit angineers ware made
" available o the Panzer divisions,
AN 2. The 43rd Assault Enginesr Battalion turned over nine Sturmboote (assault boats) to
':{-_-'j 13t Panzer Division for the crossing.
RS 3. 3ndging =quipment instailea over the Samois -vas Jnaveriadls or he “leuse River
e Crossings.
e
o D. XIXth Panzer Corps planned to establish & reserve of engineer sssats.
=
e Divisions were responsible for conducting reconnaissance well in sdvance of the river
ST crossings. Crossing points and planned locations for bridges had to be reported to XIXth Panzer
_'__ , Corps. Building materials for emergency bridges, a unit responsihility, also had to be located
R prior to the commencement of the operation. Bridging companies shifting laterally along the
e Msuse River wers given priority (after attack started) on the following roads: Yrigne aux Bois,
e St. Albert, St. Menges, and Fleigneux.S
o
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|
1
|
|
{
i

Time

until 0800 Prepare for  river  crossings. {
Artillery prepares fire plan. |
1
0800-1200 Harsssing fire on sectors Preparations for the crssings under i
BlemdCl. the protection of the Luftwaffe |
harassing fires. Artillery continues
to prepere for its fire support plan. |
1200-1500 Combined bombing sttack Continuation and complstion of a1 |

onsectorsA|,Bl,andC1. preparations. Artillery ready to
executs fire support plen. |
|
1600-1730 Shift harassing fires to Surprise river crossing ‘
soctorsAll, Bil,CIHl, end !
{0 gun emplacements near |
Mouzon. Stukss commence ;
sttack on sectors Bl andC 1. i
173010 |
&+oning ;
nautical |
twilight Attack targets of opportunity Secura bridgeheads i
in the direction of the enemy ;
insectorsAll,Bil,and CII. ;
|
Night Harsss all movement dirsctiy Building of bridges, Panzer snd
north and esst of the roads artillery crosses the river.
coming from Hirsor, Laon, Rethel,

Youziers, and Stenay.!0 i

The Luftwaffe placed 61 percent of its total air assets at the dispossl of Panzer Group von !
Kleist on 13 May, reflecting the importance placed upon forcing a crossing of the Meuse River.
Not all of the aircraft wers committed at Seden, sincs Reinhardt's XLiat Panzer Corps was alsu
forcing a crossing further north in the Monther me- Mezieres sector. The Luftwatfe deployed its
aircraft ss follows:

Banzer Croup von Klefst

420 ME 109

180ME 11C

270 JU 87 Stuka

SO0 HE 111 end Do 17 bombers

1,770
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satan § —— |
X1%th Panzsr Corps XList Panzer Corps !
280 ME 109 140 ME 109 |
90 ME 110 90 ME 116 |
180 JU 87 90 JU 87 a
RO HE 111 SA0 HE 111 & Do 17
910 86011
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v E_* 3 €
@ Sy
i "L L)

AR A

NTLE
e b RS

*xr %

@5y
A

Houzgomn

.l.‘l.)

N
lboor&b\*“

o l‘ ¥
CRVANSY,

o
o

X

r
r x ¥

Map scsie 1: 300,090

AN

T
SRtk

.

|4v0 Houds

" .(
PRl A {
LTS
PN




o s TAanRETRTRSART AR ER CFVNEES YW

R 0 r

oné artiliery regiment
one engineer battalion to operste the boats for the crossing
one a3sault enginesr company to neutraiize bunkers
ons anti tank battalion for direct fire on bunkers
one 88mm Fl.. battery for direct fire on bunkers

First Panzer Division's !nfantry Qraanization

The foilowing chart shows the orgenization of 1st Panzer Division's infantry assets, and the
parcsling of reinforcing assets from division and corps, for the river crossing.

Infentry Brigade
Eirst infantry Eegiment
corps and division matn effort
three infantry bettalions { reinforced with)

Lnfantry Regiment “Gressceytschlany® (mot)
adjoining sector {secondary effort)
three infantry battalions reinforced with)

one 105mm howitzer battalion
one enginesr company to operate boats for the crossing

two assauit engineer platoons to neutralize bunkersi2

‘st {nrantry Regiment {1eintorced)

Assault forces
Against infantry outside bupkers poginet bunkers
thres infantry battalions one assauit enginesr company
{ minus one platoon)
" ’ ‘ ire Support
n‘,.-
v "
- Against groynd targets Aoginot Bupksrs
[
L 24 105mm/12 150mm howitzers 36 3.7cm anti tank guns
o, 9 heavy infantryguns (1Scm) 4 83mm Flak guns
o
EZ:;.
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: |
. J
% |
N
Technice] Sugoert
;&" ons sngineer batialion (reinforced) (with) |
O 12 sssault boats |
Wy 60 small preumatic bos:s !
it 45 lorge pnaumatic boats!3 |
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Against oroynd targets Againet Bunkers

12 105mm howitzers 19 3.7 cmanti tank guno
Sy 3 heavy infantry guns (15 cm) & S cm anti tank guns
heag 6 Hght infantry gums (7.5 cm) 6 Armored Assault guns (7.5 cm)

= Tachnical Support |
N one sngirmer company (with) ‘
e 9 assault boats
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END NOTES

APPENDIX K

1Pneumatic boats (Flossssecke) were similar to the U.S. rubber raft. They had a wooden
bottom and came in twn sizes. The small pneumatic boat was three meters long, 1.15 meters
wide, and hod & tube diameter of 35 centimeters. Uninflated weight was 110 pounds. The small
raft could carry three to four men, and up to 660 pounds. Using a bellows the boat was inflated in
five minutes. The large pneumstic bost was 5.5 meters long, 1.85 meters wide, and hed 8 tube
diameter of 60 cantimeters. Uninflated, it weighed 330 pounds. Total carrying capacity wes 1.5
metric tons. Six oarsmen {infantry) and one helmaman (engineer) were required to operate the
boat. It could carry 12 men and one light mechine gun {normally one squad), or one 3.7mm anti
tank gun with crew. Esch enginesr betialion's TOE allowed for 38 small and 36 large boats.
Provided a stream's currant was not too swift, five small boats, covared with two parailai rows of
boards, coyld be used fo construct 8 24 meter long emergency bridge for infantry, motorcycles,
and heavy wespons. The large boats were used to construct ferries that carried 1arger vehicles,
The ferries were propelled by ssssult boats. These pneumatic bosts were real handy when
confronted with a surprise river crossing, and no enginesr bridging companies wers svailable.

ROV

h

®
S Assault boats (Sturmboote) were very shallow and constructed of wood. This boat flosted empty in
::?,- 10 contimeters of water. 1t wes propelled by a four cylinder, outboard motor and resched » top
4-:' speed of 30 kilometers/hour. The crew consisted of one operator { helmsman, enginesr in rear of
‘5

boat) and one sssistant (snginesr) in the front. The sssault boat had a capacity to transport six
men. Buchner, Das Swch der Leulschen infarterte, pp. 63-65.

o

2Dach, Aanzer durchbrschen erne Armeesiellung, Nr_ 2, p. 70;and Gensralkommando XIX.
A. K. Abteilung is, K.Gf. S5t. Bellevaux 13. 5. 40., 8,15 Uhr. Betr: Korpsbefehl fuer den :
Angriff ueber die Msssam 13. 5. 40, :

Swilhelm Berlin wes born in Koeln on 28 April 1889. He entered the army in 1909 and
joined the 14th Artillery Regiment in 1910. After World War |, Berlin remained in the
Reichsheer. In 1938, he commanded the 33rd Artillery Regiment, and when the war broke out
3ertin became the Commander of AriilleryCommand {01 (NR2Z /24, In his capacity as ARKQ
101, Berlin planned the srtillery support plan for LIXth Panzer Corps. From Octover 1940
until April 1943, Berlin commanded the Artillery School at Jueterborg. Subsequent duties
included: Commander, S8th Infantry Division in May 1943, Commander, 227th Infantry
Division in June 1943, Commarndsr, 26th Corps in June 1944, Chisf Artillery Officer at OKH
from Novemper 1944 to February 1945, and Commander, 101 Corps from February 1945 until
the and of the war. Berlin's highest rank was Ganeral of Artillery. He retiredin Koeln after the

war. Keilig, opedt, p. 24.

4Anlage S 2um Korpsbefshl fuer den 13. S. 40. Besonders Anordnungsn fuer den
Maasuebergang am 13, 5. 40 fuer die Artillerie.

SAnlege 3 fuer den Korpsbefehl fuer den 13. 5. 40. Besondere Anordnungen fuer den
Maasuebergang ( Aonierwesen) am 13.5. 40,

6The following wespons were employed: 48 medium mortars, 48 light machine guns, 18 light

- -;;y;r- ey r: 2 y
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infantry guns (7.5 cm), 9 heavy infantry guns (15 cm). The heavy weapons of the infantry
battalions are supporting the crossing. Rifle companies are left with only two light machine guns
and three SO mm mortars. Dach, opcf?., p. 74

TThe following weapons were employed: 60 3.7 cmanti tank quns, 6 S5 cm anti tank quns, 6
sssault guns (7.5 cm), 4 Flak guns (88mm). Dach, spcvt, p. 74.

8The following weapons were employed: 36 howitzers (10Smm/150mm) of st Panzer
Divisions artillery; the fires of the reinforced corps sasets: 40 howitzers (10Smm), 24
howitzers {1S0mm), 8 field guns (100mm), 8 210mm mortars, and 18 rocket launchers
(210mm/108 tubes). Anlage 5 2um Korpsbefshl fuer den 13. 5. 40. Desondere Andrdnungen
fuer den Massusbergang am 13. 5. 40 fuer die Artillarie.

9Dach, ap¢r?, p. 74

10Anlage 1 zum Korpsbefshl Nr. 3. Zeittafol fuer den Angriff ueber die Maas am 13. S. 40,
1 Dach, opevt, p. 7S.

12Dach, apci?, p. 72.

13ibid., p. 73. i

14{bid.
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Appendix L
ORDER OF BATTLE

' vop Kleist's arger of Battl { 1940:

Panzer Group von Klsist 134,000 men, 42,000 vshicies, and 1, 250 tanks.
General Hesdquarters Troops (GHT):
General Headquarters Regimental Signal Steff
425th Signal Battalion (corps~construction)
422nd Signal Battalion
Nebelwerfer Regiment (rocket projectile)

2nd Nebelwsrfar Battalion
heoe S11th Regiment Enginesr Headquarters
T 413t Enginesr Battalion
) 85th Engineer Battalion with one typs B bridging company
! 1st Company/407th Engineer Battalion (type A bridgs)
NN 49th Artillery Regiment {staff only)
Y, 2nd Battalion {heavy) /69th Artillery Regiment (mot) ( 100mm Field Gun)
e Ird Battalion (heavy) /11 1th Artillery Regiment {mot){100mm Field Gun)
A 4th Battalion {heavy)/259th Artillery Battalion {mot) (1S50mm Howitzer)
NN 29th Observation Battalion
e 521st Anti Tank Battalion
‘ Ganeral Headquarters Regimental Supply Staff
422nd Supplyy Battalion (corps)
Luftwaffs Support Group

3rd Flight/3 18t Air Reconnaissance Squadron ( Flak)
Luftwaffis Signal Battalion {mot)

212th Parger Corps
13t Pafzer Division
1st Parzer Brigade
i3t |ntantry Brigade « mach)
73rd Artillery Regiment (mot)!
18t Motorcycle Reconnaissance Battalion

S 37th Engineer Battalion
& 2nd Company/ 406 Engineer Battalion (type B bridge)
Ny 37th Anti Tank Battalion

2nd Flight/23rd Air Reconneissance Squadron (Army)

2
5t 93rd Flak Battalion (Army)
. 4th Armored Reconnaissance Battaiion
15 37th Signal Battalion (divisional)
ght.;: 81t Supply Battalion (divisional)
3&-,):_1 1st Battalion/ 1 8th Flak Regiment (Luftwaffe) (GHT)
e .
°
}‘\ 2nd Panzer Brigade
i::\;‘:: 2nd Infantry Brigade {mech)
N
=
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DN
K
°
f_.‘_:
L/ :\:‘\-
k-‘;l 74th Artillary Regiment { mot)
TN 2nd Motorcycle Reconnaissance Battalion :
(, ) I8th Engineer Battalion i
- 13t Company/406th Engineer Battalion {type B bridge) |
W 38th Anti Tank Battalion (Army)
Pl 92nd Flak Battalion (Army-light)
A Sth Armored Reconnaissance Battalion |
D 38th Signal Battalion (divisional) |
e 82nd Supply Battslion (divisional)
o 2nd Battaiion/38th Flak Regiment {Luftwsffs) (GHT)
! {\ _ 1t Flight/71st Al r Reconnaissence Squadron (Army) |
o |
N 1
4th Panzer Brigade |
o 10th Infantry Brigede { mech) !
;;-Ij 6th Matorcycle Reconnaissanca Company/69th Infantry Regiment ( mech) |
Coxsd 90th Artillery Regiment {mot) |
e 45th Engineer Battalion !
o 1st Company/430th Engineer Battalion (type B bridgs) :
R 90th Anti Tank Battalion (Army) |
£ 71st Flak Battalion {Army-light) |
j;l-: 1st Armored Reconnaissance 3attalion/Sth Regiment |
R 90th Signal Battalion (divisional) |
el 90th Supply Battalion (divisional) |
( 1t Battalion/36th Flak Regiment (Luftwaffe) (GHT) |
4 3rd Flight/41st Air Reconnaissance Squadron (Army) |

Under Gorps control:

» i
iy Infantry Regiment Grossdsutschiand { mot) 1
~ 13t through 4th infantry Battaiions ;
e 43rd Assault Enginesr Battalion (General Headquarters Troops) 1
Ko 101at Artillery Command Statf (corps artillery commander) |
= 2nd Battalior ( heavy)/45th Artiliery Negiment ( 1 50mm Howitzer) |

- 516th {Heavy artillery Battaiion (210mm Mortars) (GHT) 1
biry 18t Observation Battalion ‘
° 102nd Flak Regiment (- ) (Lurtwaffe) (GHT)
- 91st Flak Battelion (light)
B 13t Battalion/3rd Flak Regiment { medium)
Lox 13t Battalion/8th Flak Regiment { heavy )
- SOSth Enginesr Battalion
. 70th Engineer Battalion
-~ one Bridge Construction Compsny
b 419th Supply Battalion (divisional)
Kol 80th Signal Battalion (divisional)
-~ Reconneissance Demonstration Battalion
K- 4th Flight/3 13t Air Reconnaissance Squadron (Army)
°
".:3
Wﬂ
i
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2L Paner Corps

1 1th Panzer Regiment

4th Infantry Regiment {mech)

76th Artillsry Regimant {mot)2

6th Motorcycle Reconneissance Battalion
S7th Enginser Battalion

413t Anti Tank Battalion

76th Flak Battalion (Army)

6th Arr.ared Reconnaissance Battalion
82nd Signal Battalion (divisional)

S7th Supply Battaiion (divisional)

3rd Flight/12th Air Reconnaissance Squadron (Army)

AN
‘t:\:s: r fon
N 10th Panzer Regiment
.\;:: Sth Infantry Regiment (mech)
‘o 80th Artiliery Regiment { mot)3
A 2nd Motorcicle Reconnaissancs Battalion/9th Infantry Regiment
M S9th Engineer Battalion
e 2nd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion/6th Cavalry Regiment
N 43rd Anti Tank Battalion
84th Flak Battalion (Army)

84th Signal Battalion (divisionel}
65th Supply Battalion (divisional)

»

A 1" 7
G

. >
.

o 3rd Flight/ 413t Ai,' Reconneissance Squadron (Army)
e 2nd Infantry Division { mot)
D] 25th |nfantry Regiment ( mot)
o Sth Infantry Regiment { mot)
o 2nd Artillery Regiment (mot)4
3 2nd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion
N 2nd Enginesr Battaiion
I 32nd Signal Battalion (divisional)

Znd Anti Tank Battaiion

Unger corps coptrol:

15t Battalion/3rd Fiak Regiment (GHT) (Luftwaffe)
4413t Signal Battalion (corps)
441st Supply Battalicn (corps)

&1Yth Motorized Corps;

13th Infantr '+ Division (mot)
93rd Infantry Regiment { mot)
66th Infantry Regiment ( mot)
1 3th Artillery Regiment { mot)
13th Anti Tenk Battalion
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4th Engineer Battaiion

13th Signal Battalion {divisional)

13th Armored Reconnaissance Battalion
13th Supply Battaiion (divisional)

Division ( mot),
71st Infantry Regiment (mot)
1Sth Infantry regiment {mot)
29th Artillery Regiment { mot)
29th Anti Tank Battalion
29th Armored Reconnaissancs Battalion
A 25th Signel Battalion {divisional)
. 29th Engineer Battalion
E" " 29th Supply Battalion (divisioral)
&
S 60th Enginser Battalion
oo 60th Signal Battalion {corps)
f’"’ 41 4th Supply Battalion (corps)S
Lo
N
&:"C: First Flak Gorps
o
y c ,
1st Battalion/ 1 2th Flak Regiment
13t Battalion/22nd Flak Regiment
13t Battalion/51st Flak Regiment
85th light Fiak Battalion

iment
1st Battalion/ 18th Flak Regiment
13t Battalion/36th Flak Regiment
2nd Battalion/I8th Flak Regiment
T 19t lignt Flak Battaiton

1ak Regiment
13t battalion/8th Fiak Regiment
1at Battalion/ 1 1th Flak Regiment
2nd Battalion/ 1 1th Flak Regiment
75th light Flak Regiment

3rd Battalion { heavy) /General Goering Flak Regiment
3rd Battalion/9th Flak Regiment

101st Air Signal egiment
1st and 2nd Baitalions

1st Corps Supply Elament6
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END NOTES
APPENDIX L

1The normal artillery regiment of & Panzer division consisted of two battalions of three
batteries. The 1st, 2nd, and 10th Fanzer Divisions artillery regiments were reinforced by
Generai Headquarters Troops heavy artillery battalions. !n 2nd and 10th Panzer Divisions the
heavy battalion consisted of thres batteries (two battaries of heavy fisld howitzer 150mm, and
one battery of 100mm field quns. The 13t Panzer Division'’s heavy artillery battalion consisted of
three batteries of 150mm howitzers. A bettery normelly cosisted of four artillery piecss.
Mueller-Hillabrandt, lusseer, p. 143,

2The heavy artillery bettalion wes e purs 1SOmm bettalion (also Ceneral Headquarters
Troops). Mueller-Hillsbrandt, opc/?, p. 125.

3ibid.

4The artillery regiment of a motorized infantry division consisted of two light battalions of
10Smm howitzers and one heavy battalion ¢f 1S0mm howitzers. Mueller-Hillebrandt, op Ve,
p. 139,

SGliedarung der Truppen dar Gruppe v. Kleist, stand vom 15. 3. 40; XIX.A. K. Abt. la., den
28. 3. 40., Studie fuer den Korpsbefehl Nr. 1 fuer den Fall “Gelb”.

6Georg T2asin, rerdeende unc' Truppen der Deytschen Wehrmmeh! yng Warten-58 im Jvetten
ive/tkrieg, pp. 15-16.
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APPENDIX M

GERMAN MILITARY DOCUMENTS

The narrative it largely based on documentary evidencs from the Nal inal Archives in
Viashington D. £, All Garman Army documents originated from National Archives microfilmed
records. The docurmasts i this thesis are cited based on German Army decument filing ;
procedures. Documsnts are cited according to their office of origin, registry number, title (when ;
appliceble}, and signeiirs. Document headers are ~Sbreviated, beginning with the office of
origin, descending in hierarchical order. An example as used in Chapter Three is s follows:

Der Oberbefehlshaber des Heeres, Gen St d H/Ausb. (la), Nr. 400/39g. 13.10. 39,

Belr. "Ausbildung des Feldneares”.

This document orngirated wiih the Comnwander in Chief of the Army, General Staff, Training

Section of the Operations Branch, tne 400th document 1ssued in 1939, classified sscret, dated 13

Getober 1939, and pertxined to the training of ihe Field Army.

|
|
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APPENDIX N

TRANSLATED QUOUTES

CHAPTER ONE:
Hers lie the dica of this incredible gambla, Who dares to throw them.

CHAPTER TWO:
Good leoking operations orders sre immaterial. Yhat counts are clearly stated intentions
which can be axecuted with all of one's heart and determination.

CHAPTER THREE:
it is imperative to rapidly break through to the enamy’'s rear. To accemplish this, we !
must disregard 1eft and right flank security, and employ every available means to quickly cross |

or go around his barriers and obstacies. Surprise him continuousiy.

CHAPTER FOUR: |

After the breakthrough it is of decizive importance that we advance as far as the fusl will |
allow. The advance must continue Jay and night without a possibility or rest. Flank thraats
must be disregarded and sngines utilized .. their maximum capabilities. The elimination of

flank attacks are the responsibilities of 4]l following corps’.

CHAPTER SIX: ‘
Accomplish much, remain in the background, and be more than you seem, must be the

motto of every Genei'al Staff officer.

RN ) .’i_.‘-,"_,"_‘","?,‘- °
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